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AS the Time and Place ofWorship are prefixed to each

of thefollowing Sermons, it seems unnecessary^ to anticipate

them ; only it may he observed, that the very crowded Au"

diences which assembled, and the serious attrition zvhichpre^

'Vailed, indicated no abatement in the Missionary Spirit of

the Religious Public ; and the close of the Services, at Sio7i'

Chapel, when the Lord's Death zoas commemorated at hi$

Table, Zi;as peculiarly solemn and affecting.

The Report of the Directors, details, as usual, their

proceedings and success during the past Year, adding a

respectful token of regard to their late Secretary, who lived

not to see the Ninth Annual Meeting of the Society : and

it is a circumstance very affecting, that the Clergyman (Mr,

Newell) who preached the last Discourse at this Anniver^

sary, has been also since removed from us, to join '^ the

General Assembly of the First-born" above.

The Meetings for Business zcere held, as usual, at

Haberdashers' Hall ; where the Report was read, and the

utmost harmony zvas mingled with the zeal of the Members

presentfor Missionary exertions.
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T M E N'*i^T!?^ GENERAL MEETING
OF

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The communication of those occurrences which

relate either to the introduction or revivfil of the

gospel-dispensation among the nations of the earth, is

a circumstance which strongly excites the attention,

and eno-a^res the feeling's of those who have a suitable

concern for the honour of their Saviour. Whilst,

as members of civil society, they are actuated by

those benevolent principles which embrace with ar-

dour the interests of the human race, their minds are

engaged v;ith others in the consideration of those mo-
mentous operations of Divine Providence, which are

producing such important effects in the world : yet

it is the connection of these with the spiritual domi-

nion of Christ among men, and their influence in rela-

tion to that .subject, which most strongly fixes their

regards and interests their hearts.

Not only is this the evangtdical medium through

tvhich the grer^t arrangements of the Governor of ilie

universe will be contemplated, by such as consider

the triumphant reign of Christ over the nations to be

the leading principle by which they arc regulated,

and the great result in which they will terminate j but

these arrangements themselves will especially be re-

garded by those to wiiom the direction of Missionary

institutions is commiti-eJ, as containing; those sisinals

and intimations of the divine pleasure, respecting their

plans and proceedings, which demand their particular

attention.

B When,
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When, therefore, those impediments are removed
by the providence of God, which for ages have ob-

structed the progress of the gospel ; when faclHties are

afforded for the circulation of the holy Scriptures,

and the pure administration of its institutions, in coun-

tries where they have long been interdicted by the

severest penahies, this state of things contains a pro-

vidential voice, which instructs us in our duty, and
invites us to improve it. On these grounds the Di-
rectors have proceeded, in their measures relating to

the introduction of the unadulterated religion of

Christ, into those nations on the Continent, which,

for a series of ao-es. were so much under the controul

of the Papacy, and more recently so overwhelmed
with the principles of infidehty, as to be inaccessible

to the exertions of Christians for this great purpose.

As this is the most distinguishing measure of the Di-

rectors since the last Anniversary, they will introduce

their Report with this subject.

For two preceding years, the Society has manifested

the commendable desire of endeavouring to be in-

strumental in building, on the ruins of the Papacy,

the divine edifice of pure Christianity j and as the

most powerful means for that purpose, within their

reach, was the circulation of the holy Scriptures, they

determined to consecrate a part of their funds' to this

object. Reflecting also on the awful effects produced

by the prevalence of infidelity, ihey judged it might

be of great use to connect with the Scriptures, a vin-

dication of their divine authority. This important

service has been atchicved in the most satisfactory

manner, by the superior talents of one of their highly

respected members ; and after having received some
alterations from tli-^ suggestions of wise and learned

men, whose opinions wure invited on this occasion,

it became the duty of the Directors to carry this mea-
sure into effect as speedily as possible.

The rrcatv of peace between the two countries hav-

ing renewed the means of personal intercourse, it was

concluded, that a deputation to France might be of

great
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importance, not only in determining on the best mode
of printing and circulating the New Testament and

the Essa}'-, but also in procuring such information on

the state of religion in that country, as would enable

the Society to form a judgment as to the means of pro-

motincr its o-eneral interests therein. The result of this

visit has been laid before the religious public, and is so

well known, as to render it unnecessary to introduce it

here ; its impression on the community seems to have

been considerable, and has produced, in various direc-

tions, an earnest hope that the Protestant cause may
soon rise from its ruins, and spread again over those

populous regions. The Directors immediately resolved

on the publication of the New Testament, the Essay

on its Divine Authority, the Assembly's Catechism,

and some smaller pieces in the French and Italian

languages ; and they have the pleasure to announce
that this is accomplished, and they are now in circula-

tion in France, and will shortly be so in Italy. How
great the necessity of publishing the Scripturts was in

chose countries, is proved from the difficulty which

the deputation found in procuring a single copy of

them at Paris, as well as from the information which
they received, that this is a general case in both

countries. The copy of the Scriptures which they

at length obtained, was a present from a Protestant

minister. — Having had opportunities of ascertaining

that an energetic and evangelical ministry would be

jikely to be well attended and well supported in France,

they conceived that the establishment of a Protestant

church at Paris, would be a measure pregnant w^ith the

most important and beneficial effects. The Rev. Mr.
Tracy, who was then at Paris, and most ardently de-

voted to the great objects of the Society, was requested

to continue there, in order to superintend the publica-

tions, and procure more full information concerning the

religious state of France. The interval that has elapsed

since the return of the deputation, has i^een actively

employed on these objects ; and various informations

have been received^ which prove t}ie almost unlimited

B z cx:ent
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extent to which the Scriptures and the writings of
Protestants may be circulated , and also the increasing

propensity of the people to the Protestant cause. Ac
i3esans;on :n the south, and at Arras in the north,

where none of that persuasion were to he found prior

to the Revolution, application for Protestant ministers

and churches have been made, signed by 12,000
persons at the former place, and nearly as many at the

latter, with the prefects of their respective depart-

ments at theiY head. Even in ancient Belgium, where
the dreadful persecution of the Duke of Alva is still

remembered, the same disposition has manifested it-

self in simJlar applications, not only from the com-
mercial city 'of Antwerp, but from various other

places. At Strasburg, a wealthy bookseller has re-

peatedly applied for the works of Protestant authors,

for the purpose of supplying our Protestant brethren

in the newly acquired departments on the Rhine.

This increasing disposition in favour of that caufe,

may be accounted for, in a great degree, from this

consideration: That, although the Catholic Religion

is nominally the national one, yet that of the Protest-

ants is equally established by the constitution ; and
its ministers have the same legal claim for support ;—
and it is the opinion of those who are best informed
on the subjed, that, although many churches have

already been given to the Protestants, there yet remain

900 congregations, consisting of several hundred per-

sons, and many of several thousands each, who are

still destitute both of churches and of pastors.

Surely, this circumstance must make a deep impression

on the hearts of those in this highly-favoured country,

who are duly penetrated with a sense ot the inesti-

mable value of the privileges which they enjoy in such
rich abundance; and prompt them earnestly to pray,

that the great Head of the church would be pleased to

send among tliem the word of life, and raise up faith-

ful labourers in this great harvest.

The principles of religious toleration having been

introduced into Italy also, have afforded an opportu-

nity
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liity for the manifestation of a disposition there, to re-

ceive instruction in the Protestant Faith. Already ap-

-»lications have been received from booksellers m Pisa

Ind Leghorn, for the works of Protestants ; and others

are shortly expected from Turin and Milan.

Such are the extensive prospects which Providence

has opened, and in which the benevolence of Chris-

tians may find unlimited scope for its exertions ; but

in proportion to the magnitude of the object, is the

necessity of wisdom and prudence in the improvement

of it. The Directors are aware of the great duty or

attending to the operations of Divine Providence m
all theirlransadions; and as th.eir measures must be

reo-ulatedby the political relations of the two coiin-

tries, they wait for further light upon th-at interesting

point, before they can arrange a proper plan for their

future proceedings. Persuaded that there is not a

single Christian in this kingdom who would not re-

joice in the communication of the blessings of ^the

o-ospel to the countries they have mentioned, the Di-

rectors pledge themselves that this subject shall meet

that degree of attention which the situation of the two

nations^permit, and is consistent with the general con-

cerns of the Society, and especially with that regard to

the heathen world which is its most prominent and

appropriate object *.

The Directors now proceed to give an account ot

the Missions already established, beginning, as usual,

* Since this Report was read, the political relations between

this country and France have assumed such an aspect, as will pro-

bably render it expedient, on the part of the Society, to suspend

its connections there. The Directors are hovvever persucideu,

that there exists in that country a small circle of genuine ^j""}-;-

tians, who are so suilablv impressed with the importance of di:-

fusincr around them the principles of Divine Revelation, that the

Sacred Scriptures, and the. works of Protestant Authors, will, by

their means, be extensively circulated ; and that they will exert

themselves in various ways to promote the honour ot Christ i.r.d

the best interests of their fellow-creatures. The Directors .vope

that their number will increase, and that the Divine blessuig will

succeed their exertions, - .
,

With
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with that to Otaheite; which, as ic engaged the first

attention of the Society, has ever since been the sub*

ject of their particular care and sohcirude. The ar-

rive:! of the Royal Admiral, Captain Wilson, in July

last, brought the intellio-ence, that the nine Mission-

aries, sent our by that vessel, had reached their desti-

nation in good health; and were cordially welcomed,

both by their brethren and the heathen. It appeared

that the outward tranquillity of the former had been

preserved; and although they had not at that time ac-

quired a sufficient acquaintance with the language to-

enable them to preach publicly to the natives, yet they

were able to converse with them occasionally; and m
this way scattered among them the precious seed of

the gospel. The internal state of the Mission con-

tinued also to manifest, in a high degree, their de-

votedness to God, and their affectionate and peaceful

conduct towards each other. They gave an intima-

tion, that a general meeting of the c-iiefs was expected

shortly to taKe place, when the question of peace or

Vv^ar would be decided ; as it appeared that a spirit of

disaffection had long prevailed in several of the

Society Islands, which had caused much commo-
tion, and threatened more. In their letter, dated

July 8, 1S02, very lately received, and which has

been published for the information of the religi-

ous public in the P>angeiical Magazine for the

month of May, we are informed of a civil war having

actually broken out in Otaheite, which had brought

the brethren into a situation of great peril ; from

which ihey u'ere delivered by the gracious and sea-

sonable protection of God, through the means of

the arrival of the Norfolk, Captain House, and the

Venus, Captain Bishop ; by whose assistarrce Pomarre

was enabled to obtain very irnportant advantages over

the insurgents, after having; previously been twice de-

feated by them, and brought nearly under the neces-

sity of abandoning the island. It docs not appear that

this commotion was occasioned by the principle of

disaffeccioQ among the lower orders, which has been

referred
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referred to, though probably that spirit might verf

much actuate them in the progress of the confiicr.

The immediate occasion of the war was, the forcible

seizure and detention of a billet of wood, by the Chief

Otoo, from the people who resided at the district of

Attahooroo, at the great meeting of the nation ; and

which the latter worihipped as their Supreme Divi-

nity. It will not be necessary here to detail the cir-

cumstances and progress of this contention, the mix-

ture of superstition, weakness, and uncontrouled bar-

barity, which were manifested on both sides, since it

would too m.uch enlarge this Report, and may be re-

ferred to in the before-mentioned Magazine. The

result, at the date of the letter, was greatly in favour

of Otoo and Pomarre ; and although the war had not

then terminated, it was thought that the loss which

had been sustained by their enemies, had so broken

their force, as to render their success in any further

contention improbable. Vv^ith regard to their actual

situation at. the time of their writing, the following

extract from their letter will give an interesting

account: — "Respecting our personal safety, while

God is pleased to continue the means he lias ai^brded,

there is little probability now that we shall be as-

sailed in our habitations. But the Verius is expected

every hour : on her arrival. Captain Bishop and men

will quit the island; if not also Captain House and

men. Should that occur, and the disturbances of the

island not be settled, what may follow we cannot telL

The Porpoise is looked for ; but her coming is du-

bious. We have suiiered considerably by the present

distresses, through destroying several inclosurcs of

gardens, and gardens themselves, and pulling down

our chapel. All which was done to clear around us

as much as possible, in order to prevent an unseen

approach ; and also the freeing our dwelling fiom the

flames of the, chapel, should it be burnt, it being

close to the dwelling-house. The Society's labour

and expcnce in erectmg the fence and cultivating

the ground, has been very great ^ and they are now
ruined.
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ruined. Our stock of useful articles, to pay our

workmen, is almost expended ; so that, should peace

be restored, we shall not be able readily to replace our

affairs in their former situation. The work of preach-

h-i<y the gospel continues; and the Lord has so far

over-ruled the disorders of the b.nd,as to give several

hundreds of this island and Eimeo an opportunity to

hear the word of salvation, who never before did hear

it ; and, perhaps, would not have heard it for monrhs

to come. One circuit of the island was taken just be-

fore the rebellion broke our ; and the gospel preached

in every district, except Attahooroo. In the midst of

great darkness and perplexity of mind, we some-

times have a gleam of hope, that God is humbling

this people, and thereby preparing them for a more

cheerful and universal reception of his word. Otoo

has of late, on two Sabbath-days, desired to hear the

word of Jehovah; which was accordingly spoken to

him, and others of his family, with many of his sub-

jects whom he assembled to hear it. He seems to have

seme idea that there is but one God ; and expresses

no dislike to any part of the plan of salvation, so far

as he-can comprehend it. Pomarre is a most bigotted

man ; and, as it were, the soul of his country's abo-

minable superstition. From the statement of the

foregoing particulars, we leave it to our honoured

fathers' and brethrens' better judgment, to consider

whether it would pot be expedient to fix such a

body of Missionaries at Otaheite, and to accomimo-
date them wuh every necessary, so as to be independent

of the chiefs, and not to stand or fall with them; and
whence also the gospel may be dispersed abroad

among the neighbouring islands, as the leadings of

Providence direct the way.'*

Altho' the Society acknowledge, with gratitude,

the powerful and seasonable interposition of tlie pro-

vidence of God in behalf of his servants, and with

great confidence, in his continued goodness, commie
these faitliful brethren daily to his protection,— yet

they anxiously vvait the next information, in the hope

that
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that It wlil bring them the welcome account of the com^
plere restoration of tranquillity, of their personal safety,

and their useful labours among the heathen. In the

mean time, it becomes us to acquiesce in this afHictive

dispensation, which is the more painful to us, ns it

occurred at a season wherein our prospects were be-

ginning to brighten, many difficulties had been sur-

mounted, and the gospel-trumpet had been sounded

in almoft everv district x)f the island. It is, however,

the prerogative of. God to determine the duratioa

and degree of trial which sjiall exercise his people;

and it is not unusual, in his wise andvholy dispensa-

tions, that great spiritual success and prosperity suc-

ceed, and actually spring out of a series of preceding

disaster and afliiction.

We have great satisfaction in. mentioning, that this

Missionary station appears to be already of consider*

able importance to the colony of New South Wales,

in supplying its increasing population with salt pro?

visions, at a time when the scarcity of all the necessa;

ries of life was so great, as to render this interposidon

peculiarly seasonable. By means of the intercourse

which for this purpose frequently occurs betwixt the

two places, the security of our brethren, as well astheir

estimation with the natives, is likely to be promoted^

This is a circumstance also, which, being connected

with the national interests, is likely on that account to

engage in its behalf the countenance of a government

whose administration bears so favourable an aspect on
measures of public utility, or benevolent enterprize.

Indeed, the Society has already received unequivocal

proofs of its kind disposition towards this Mission, ia

the free passage which i: has intimated will be given

to those persons who may hereafter be sent out, and of

which the Directors have already availed themselves in

the instance of three Missionaries, who lately sailed

on hoard the Ocean.

Whether this statiofi may appear of so much im-

portance as to induce the government .to adopt any

Fiieasures, by which the Missionaries may have th9

C advantage
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advantage of its more direct and constant protection,

is a circumstance to us unknown. The state of the na-

tives, both civil and moral, is at present so deplorable,

that no apprehensions can juftly be entertained that

any disadvantage v/ould accrue to them from a closer

relation to this country. On the contrary, it would,

most probably, greatly ameliorate their condition ; and

by the security which it would afford to missionary ex-

ertions, gradually lead to the civilization and religious

instruction of that and the contiguous islands.

It does not, however, appear to be the province of

this Society to take any adive part in relation to this

circumstance. Our object being entirely spiritual, our

measures must correspond therewith; and, while we
should rejoice in any event which would be favour-

able to the conversion of these islanders, we must
leave them in the hands of that gracious Providence,

who, we hope, will in the best time, and by the most

Suitable means, accomplish the prayers which have

been so long and so generally offered in their behalf.

Before w^e quit this subject, we have to mention,

that two natives of Otaheite, about the age of sixteen,

are in this country, under the protection of the Society.

They are placed for their education, in a Moravian-

School, at Merfield, under the care of Dr. Oakley;
and the Directors have received repeated information

concerning their improvement and conduct, of so sa-

tisfactory a nature, as to encourage the hope that, in

due time, (hey will prove great blessings to their

countrvmen.

The Directors next proceed to inform the Society

of the progress of the missionary work in their dif-

ferent stations at the colony of the Cape of Good
Hope; in which there will be found abundant occa-

sion of thanksgiving to God, for the personal protec-

tion which he has been pleased to afford our brethren,

and the blessing which he has imprefled on their faith-

ful labours. It will probably communicate the clearest

view of the general state of our missions there, if we
briefly mention them separately, and with some regard

to
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to their local siruaticns in that settlement. On this

ground we begin with that at Cape-Town, under the

direction of the brother IVIanenberg, sent out about

three years fmce by our Society from Holland j anfl

who, on his arrival there, was taken under the more
immediate protection of the South African Society,

and employed to labour in the ministry among a

congregation of Christians, as well as to attend to the

religious instruction of the heathen ; the latter being

more numerous there than at any other place in the

colony. The energy, zeal, and fidelity with which

this good man discharged these important duties, have

excited, indeed, the displeasure and opposition o[ some
professing Christians, who appear to have acted under

the influence of prejudice ; but, on the other hand, has

been favoured with the divine blessing in so greaji

a degree, as to increase considerably the disposition to

attend the public worfhip of God, by which means

that efficacious grace has been communicated, which

has brought salvation lo many. The conversion of

the heathen, however, being the more immediate and
direct object of his mission, seems to have engaged his

unwearied activity ; and, communicating to others the

same zeal vv^ith which he himself was mspired, the

effect of their uiiited eflbrts is thus expressed in the

Annual Report of the Society above mentioned, and

in other letters from that colony :
'' Cur exertions ia

this metropolis, have been very abundantly blessed.

The number of the converted heathens is consider-

able, who manifest the power of the Spirit, not only

in the public worship, but in their intercourse among
themselves ; so that ^-'^'hile we lament the declension of

zeal for the cause of Jesus among many professors,

ivhich ought ever to be spreading forth, his holy name
is daily more and more adored among the heathen."

They add also, '^ If we look- upon the great number
of heathen who come under the hearing and teach-

ing of our brother Manenberg, in comparison ot the

small number which before attended, we ought to feel

the utmost thankfulness, as well as most earnestly

C 2 pray
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pray tliat we may be helped in our work, and that the

^time may fast advance when the lio-ht of the aosnel

may pervade the dark regions which surround us: and
if we reflect on the evcnes of tlie past year, we have
Jess occasion to dwell on onr disappointment, than to

declare our gratitude to Him who rules in Zion ; who
has caused the work of our hands to be blessed, and
diiliculties remarkably to vanish ; who has also removed
out of the way the obstacles to the insLruction of the

heathen."

Our next Missionary station is at Slellenbosch,

about twenty miles from Cape-Town ; and is under
the care of the brother Bekkar 1 his devoted ser-

vant of our Lord, had formerly resided in that place,

and had been much affected with the deplorable ig-

norance of the heathen around him. In consequence
whereof, on his return to Europe, he offered his ser-

vices to om* Society, that he might entirely consecrate

himself to the work of their conversion. He went
out in the same ship with the Missionaries Manenberg
and Verster; and the letters since received from
him are so highly satisfactory, that the Directors are

only restrained by the necessary limits of a Report,
from inserting the whole of them. They convey,

however, intelligence, that several poor heathens em-
brace joyfully the Saviour of Sinners, manifest in their

experience the genuine marks of a Divine work; and
one of them, on the near expectation of her departure

into the eternal state, expressed the most comfortable

persuasion of her personal interest in the love of jcsus,

and the redemption procured by his death.

This useful Missionary has opened a school also,

for the advantage of the children of the Hottentots ;

'

and mentions, in his last letter, that the number of
those who then attended was thirty.

Bastian Tromp, a native of Holland, and sent out
by our Society, in connection ,with that at Rotterdam,
is the Missionary who, in pursuance of the plan
laid down, conies next under our attention. He ar-

rived at Cape-Town several months before the two

Missionaries
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Missionaries already men:ioned; and laboured there

with much acceptance, both among Christian!-, and

Heathens, till the period when Is/Ianenbcrg was ap-

pointed to fix his station at that place. In June 1 3oi

,

he departed from thence to the spot where he has since

exercised his ministry; which is called Vv^aggon-

maker's Valley.

in the commencement of his labours he met witli

opposition from some persons in the viciniry, who, al-

though bearing the name of Christians, were inimical

to the instruction of the uncivilized heathens in the

doctrines of Christ; and these rnen not only traduced

the Missionary Cause, and misrepresented its object

and tendency, but earnestly entreated the government

at Cape-Town to suppress the mission, and send

away its leader, as a seducer of the people. The Go-
vernor-general Dundas was, however, fo well con-

vinced of the motive which induced this opposition,

and understood so justly the beneficial influence of the

principles of Christianity, in promoting the general in-

terests and tranquillity of the colony, that he wrote

himself to this vvonhy brother, encouraging him to

remain there, and assuring him of his protection.

Thus supported, he has continued to apply himself,

with commendable assiduity to the discharge of his

duty ; and labours amongst ditferent sorts of heathens,

such as Hottentots, Boschemen, and Slaves from Mo-
zambic^ue; in some of whom he expresses the hope

that he perceives the work of the Holy Spirit, At the

monthly prayer-meetings, he says, *' When we bow
our knees before the throne of grace, they cry our,

we thank God that you are come to us." He exer-

cises his ministry in the house built for public worship,

twice on the Lord's Day, and every Tuesday in the

afternoon. In the house of a Christian friend, he

preaches every Thursday afternoon; and to the family

in which he lives, and as n:iany as chuse to attend

there, he engages every evening in an exposition of

the Scripture, r^nd in prayer. '1 he number of heathen

slaves v/ho attend, varies according to cUj disposition

of
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of their masters. Man}' of them, he says, express a
great reverence for the gospel ; and rejoice that they

hear of a crucified Saviour. Great peace and love

prevail among the heathen. Twenty of them are novy

learning the alphabet, thirty can spell, and five can

read, and are learning the catechism.

There are several other stations occupied by Mis-
sionaries sent out by this Society ; and we have reason

to hope, that the blessing of God rests on their minis-

try. One of tijem is at Zak River, which is about
nineteen days journey from the Cape, where the Mis-
sionary Kicherer is now settled. The preaching of
this minister of the gospel seem.s to have been attend-

ed with 'considerable effect ; but he has been princi-

pally employed in itinerant labours, so that these ef-

fects cannot be so distinctly stated. He accompanied
two of the brethren to the Goran nas, to establish a

^-'lission among them, whereof we shall soon speak

more particularly ; but partly on account of his health,

and partly at the desire of the heathens at Zak River,

whom we had visited once or twic^ before, he decided,

with the approbauon of tlie brethren, to settle at that

place. It appears that he is there assisted by a young
man of the name of Schols, whose conversion to Gocl

is among the fruits of his ministry, and to whom he is

affording fuch appropriate instruction as may qualify

him for future usefulness among the heathen. Ano-
ther station is at Graait' Fwcinet, v/hich approaches the

limits of the colony towards Cafrraria, and where a

considerable number of the heathen are heariner the

v.'ord ot life from the Missionary Vanderlingen. At
this place the Missionaiy Society are now the propric-

torsof a piece of ground of 2660 feet long, and 537
broad ; which is the donation of the Commissioner
Maynicr, a most distinguished protector and friend of

the Missionary cause; to whom we have, on rijany

occasions, been highly indebted.

Hitherto we have had occasion to bear our tes:i-

mony 10 the meritorious services of cur foreign brc-

tiir^jn ia the African Missions. VVe have now tlie

satisfaction
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satisfaction to record the equally exemplary zeal, de-

votedness, and fidelity of one of our own countrymen,

the Missionary Anderson: he arrived in Africa about

two years ago, near the time that a depuration from
the people, called the Corann?':, had reached one of

our Missionary settlements, entreaiino;, that some per-

sons might be sent among them, to instru 't ihem in

the Christian relieion. This request having been re-

peatedly urged vvitli great importunity, the above-

named brother was appointed to this service, which
he cheerfully undertook, in company v/ith Kicherer

as before stated, and a zealous and pious young man,
a native of the Cape, of tlie name of Kramer. After a

fatiguing and uL-Pgerous journey of about five weeks,

they reached the place of their destination, called the

Riet Fountain, which is on the western coast, in the

latitude of twenty-nine degrees south, near the Great
or Orange River. Here they commenced their labours

amoncr Heathensof different nations; such as Hotten-
tots, Corannas, some Namaquas (whose genera! re-

sidence is to the north-west) and some Briqiias. who
reside in the north-east; and that numerous class of
men, called Bastards. To some of these who understood
the Dutch language, they had direct access (Anderson
having acquired the knowledge thereof); and toothers

they applied, through the medium of interpreters,

whom Providence had raised up for them, two of
whom appeared to be themselves experimjentally ac-

quainted with the power of that divine word which
they were instrumental in conveying to others.

They were afterwards induced to remove from this

place, by the repeated applicadons of a considerable

number of Bastard Hottentots and others, who lived

about eight days journey lower down the Great
Orange River; and who were very desirous of being
instructed in the way of salvation, and to hear the word
of life preached : they met them half-way on the third

of June, to their mutual joy, and found among them
a general desire for instruction. The Missionaries re-

side in ^ house constructed with reeds, which is ca-

pable
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pable of containing about 400 persons, which is aboirt

half the number of those who were under their superin-

tendence, including raen, women, and children, and

were gracuicously supplied with as much provisions as

were necessary. Unacquainted with the principles of

agriculture, these nations live almost entirely on animal

food ; and therefore are obliged frequently to change

the place of their residence, to procure subsistence

for their cattle;. The Missionaries had attempted to

raise corn; but from their Imperfed Implements, and

ignorance also of agricultural pursuits, they had not

succeeded ; but have the intention of repealing, with

more advantages, the important experiment. They
]}ave not discovered among these nations any senti-

ments or observances connected with religion ; but

nevertheless, think, they are likely to receive the gos-

pel dispensation, as well as other nations al?o, which

border on theirs. Thev shew many proofs of aiiectioa

to the Missionaries; and although they had beea

settled with them only six months, yet about twenty

of them had begun to read, some could spell, and

ethers were learning the alphabet : indeed, the dis-

position to receive this kind of instruction was so great

as to render further assistance necessary; and we have

reason to think, that it is by this time supplied.

The Missionaries express the strong persuasion also,

that spiritual impressions have been made on some

of these heathens; and, on account of the departure of

Kicherer, and the prospect of forming a Christian

church among them, it has been judged expedient,

and even necessary, that the brother Anderson should

receive ordination to the pastoral ofhce, which has

accordingly been administered at Cape-Town, by

some of the ordained Missionaries then present. The
great distance of this station from the capital, and the

infrequency of the communication, will not permit us

to indulge the expectation of hearing again very sooq

from our dear brethren : it has, however, aiiorded us

much satisfaction, to learn that two commissioners,

appointed to survey and report on the state pf the co-

lony.
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lony, had visited it, and expressed to the governmeat

the persuasion they entertained, That the exertions of

the Missionaries woiild prove one of the most power-

ful means of civilizing the natives, and tranquiUizing

the colony.

There are two other individuals who are ent'itled

to be mentioned with respect in this Report;—one of

them is named Verstcr, a native of Holland, who was

sent out by our Society, with a particular view to assist

our much-valued friend, the Rev. Mi'. Vos, in his

very extensive and useful sphere of action, at Ro-

desand and its vicinity ; and we have the satisfaction

to hear that his occasional services in that district, are

attended with the divine blessing. The other is a na-

tive of Mozambique, who had there been sold as a

slave, and carried into the colony of the Cape : the

providence of God then brought him under the

awakening ministry of the Kev. brother Vos, just

mentioned, and his grace accompanied the word

preached, so as to render it effectual to his salvation.

For several years his conduct has adorned the gospel

of God our Saviour ; and for the two laft especially,

he fias experienced an earnest desire to be instrumen-

tal in communicating to others those precious truths

which he has himself found to be the savour of life

unto life. This young man, already free in the Lord

Jesus, the Society has redeemed from civil bondage ;

and as he has been favoured with strong intellectual

endowments, wdiich are now under a sanctified direc-

tion, he has been placed under the care of the Society

at the Cape, that he might receive the advantage of a

suitable education, and especially more full instruction

in the principles of religion, in order to qualify him
to accompany some other Missionaries to the exten-

sive region of Mozambique, and thus attempt to in-

troduce into his native country, which is now full

of the habitations of cruelty,— that gospel, v/hich

brings Healing and Salvation under its wings. In the

mean time, he is exerting himself, vith commendable
zeal, in the instruction of the hcamens at Cape-Town.

D The
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The individual, whose name we shall noiv

add to this catalogue of worthy Missionaries, is

our highly-revered and beloved friend Dr. Vander-

kenip ; a Christian, to \\honi God has been pleased

to communicate, in rich abundance, the sacred gifts

and graces of his holy Spirit; and to qualify him,

both in disposition and in talents, for occupying a

distinguished place among the heralds of the Re-
deemer's kingdom. The modest merits of this supe-

rior character would gladly retire from notice, and
avoid all human applause ; yet, against his consent,

the decision of the Christian world, who contemplate

the sacrifices he has made, the dangers he has incurred,

his unwearied labours, his simplicity and condescen-

sion to the most depressed of the human race, his sted-

fast faith, his ardent and exalted zeal and devotedness

to the Lord Jesus, which prevail above the Jove of

life, or the fear of death, will assign him in the records

of the Christian history a station advancing tov/ards

that of the apostles, and distinguished among those

eminent names in succeeding periods^ whose praise h
in the churches.

In our last Report, an intimation was given, that he

was likely soon to commit the station at Graaff Reinet

to the care of Vanderlingen, and to remove to a place

at a considerable distance. In this journey, he was at-

tended by a young Englishman, named James Read,

whose conduct has been so uniformly becoming his

profession, that he has acquired the particular affection

and high esteem of Dr. Vanderkemp, as well as that

of the Directors. We have been informed by subse-

quent advices, that they arrived in safety, after a pe-

rilous journey at Algoa Bay, on the eastern coast of

the colony, in the latitude of twenty-nine degrees

south. About I GO Hottentots accompanied them
from Graaff Reinet, under the escort of Major Sher-

lock; some of whom separated from them on the way,

and others joined them : there were about eighty

when they arrived at that place. It appears that this

jiicasuie was the effect of a correspondence betwixt

his
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his Excellency General Dundas, the governor of the

colony, and Dr. Vanderkemp : the former, prompted

by the humanity of his disposition, and the just sen-

timents he entertained of the influence of Missionary

exertions in civilizing the natives, and promoting the

peace and prosperity of the colony, requested the

latter to furnisli him with a plan for the formation of

a Hottentot-village, with a view to their civilization,

by means of their instruction in the principles of re-

ligion and the pursuits of agriculture," and those. other

arts which are requisite in the first stage of society, and

have a tendency to introduce gradually its higher in-

stitutions. The plan which was suggested by I'r. Van-

derkemp was approved of by the governor, who ex-

pressed his intentions of supporting It, by furnishing

provisions to the Hottentots for a Reasonable time,

and sending a part of the materials necessary for the

construction of the intended settlement. This has

actually been accomplished ; so far, at least, as relates

to the provisions, which were sent in a ship appointed

for that purpose. At the time nov/ referred to, the

account of the signing of the preliminaries of peace

reached the colony -, and in the uncertainty respecting

the power to which the sovereignty of it might ulti-

mately belong, his Excellency thought It adviseable to

postpone the final adjustment of this measure to the

ratification of the treaty. Since that period, we are

without any direct advices from Dv. Vanderkemp ; buc

have received letters from Cape-Town, which mention,

that the settlement at Algoa Bay had been disturbed by
an attempt of some of the natives to plunder it, and
who succeeded so far, as to carry off some of the cattle ;

which, however, were afterwards recovered. It was
understood, that this happened at a time when the

military were absent. Subsequent letters received

from thence ascertain, that the Doctor was still at

Algoa Bay ; but are silent as to further disturbances.

As the Directors consider this Missionary settle-

ment, under the superintendence of Dr.Vanderkemp,

fo be a measure of great importance, and as bearing a

D z very
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very favourable aspect on the civilization of the heathen,

and is calculated to bring great numbers of them into

a position far more accessible than they otherwise would
have been co religious instruction, they have deter-

mined to comply with the Doctor's recommendation,

and to atford him such pecuniary assistance as may be

requisite to carry it into eifedl. They have accordingly

lodsed a credit with the Directors of the South Atri-

can Society, to the extent of 500I in his favour, to be

used by him, if the circumstances of the colony con-

tinued to displav the same encouraging appearances

respecting this plan : and at the same time, they have

also expressed their dispob^ition to enlarge this sum,

should it hereafter be necessary. Besides this, they

have sent out a number of such implements as were

judged proper fpr the intended buildmgs In the pro-

bability, however, that this colony might pass again

into the possession of the Dutch government, and

that they might be deprived of the friendly protection

of General Dundas, they made respectful application

as mentioned in the last Report to Mr. Janssen, his

successor, in behalf of their Missionary objects j and

have now the pleasure to mention, that his reply was

of a very favourable nature ; and assured them of his

friendly disposition towards them, and determination

to make it the subject of particular consideration with

his predecessor.

In the last Report, the zeal and activity of the

Directors of the South African Society were recorded ;

and we have now the satisfaction to renew this testi-

mony in their favour. These devoted servants of our

Saviour are exerdng themselves with unabated energy

to promote, by various means, his Kingdom among
the surrounding heathen : for this purpose, they are

erecting, at a great expcnce, and have nearly finished,

a commodious building at Cape Town ; in which

their prayer-meetings for the spread of our Saviour's

kingdom are to be hoi len ; and the heathens are to

enjoy the advantage of private instructions, and of the

public ministry. They have also formed the import-
*

an:
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ant rcsoliuion of establishing a Seminary, for the

purpose of communicating appropriate instruction to

the converted heathen, and afterwards sending them

.out as Missionaries, or interpreters, to those regions in

the interior, with whose language they are acquamted*

In this work they request our co-operation : and as

it appears so elegible a means of accomplishing the

great object of our Society, which is the conversion of

the heathen, we shoulJ. be very happy to lend them

our assistance, if the liberality of the friends of the

institution sh ndd enable us to do ir, consistently

with tp.e claims which our extending plans will soon

have upon our funds. It would be the more gratify-

ing to us, because these worthy brethren have, by

their generosity, greatly alleviated onr burdens, and

sustaii'.ed our expences ; having taken upon them-

selves the char^;e of providing both for Manenberg,

Tromp, and Maart Their zeal also for this object, is

manifested by the iniercourse which they maintain

with serio'is individuals, vvho are dispersed in various

parts of the colony ; rousing and exciting into activity

th latent principles of grace, and stirring them up to

vigilant exfTPons, for the instruction of the lieathens

in their r spective vicinities. In many instances,

they have imparted to others the z:al with which they

are ihemselvts inspired ; and the beneficial fruits of

it appear from the Reports in our possession, from

different parts of the interior. We have also to men-
tion the formation of a distinct- Missionary Society at

Stelienbosch, in that colony ; the Directors of which

have expressed their desire to maintain an intimate

intercourse widi curs, and a disposition to aid,

with their funds, the measures we may pursue in

Africa, so far as they can make it convenient: and

in proof of their sincerity, they have already taken

upon themselves the charge of the before - men-
tioned Missionary Bckkar, who resides in that place.

These Ciiristian brethren were formerly in immediate

connection with the Society at Cape-Town ; but having

conceived that the great object would be best pro-

moted by their acting distinctly and independently,

ihey
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they have accordingly formed themselves into a sepa-

rate body, under the name of the SteJIenhosch Co-oper-

ating Sociely. and as they appear to be actuated by the

same ardent desire to promote the cause of Christ

which animates their brethren at the Cape, we have
only to manifest to both that sincere affection in

which they equally share, and to offer up our inter-

cessions ior the gracious and abuiidant benedictions

of the great Head of the church on their respective

endeavours, to advance his kingdom in those dark
regions which surround them. We have thus closed

our Report of the state of cur Missionary concerns in

Africa ; bur before we proceed to other subjects, let

us from this station take, as in one view, a retrospect

of the course we have travelled in that country : it

will have a tendency to cheer cur hearts, invigorate

our energies, and awaken our gratitude into new
songs of praise.

We have the strongest reason to believe, that many
thousand heailiens in Africa are now hearina the aos-

pel of .srilvation from the lips of those Missionaries

who have been sent"; out by this Society. We have
also reason to hope, that many amongst them, who
were lately afar off, have becon:ie fellow-citizens of

the saints, and are now a p;irt of the household of
iaith. A consi-derabie number of the rising: 2;ene-

Tation are receiving that beneficial instruction which
is at once adnpted to advance their station, and in-

crease their usefulness in civil society; and which
especially tends to form them into honourable members
ot the commimity of saints, and active instruments

in prom.oring the kingdom of Christ. Among many
of the Christians, v;e observe an energy unknown and
unexei ted before : a time of refreshing from the pre-

sence of the Lord, the effects of which are felt to the

extremities of the colony. In many of the heathen

tribes, tliere appears an attention to divine instruc-

tion ; in many oihcrs, a desi: e to have the preachers of

ihe gospel sent among them ; and various circumstan-

ces concur to encourage the hope, that their minds
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arc under a sacred preparation for the gospel dispen-

sation. Already our Missionariesare instructing those

tribes and nations whose memorial has scarcely reached

i?s, and is hardly to be traced in the records of history.

Till lately, they have probably not heard of the fame of

Jesus, nor the titicacy of his blood to procure the re-

mission of their sins ; others, equally unknown to us,

but who have received some indistinct rumours con-

cerning the object of our Missionaries, have expressed

their desire to have some sent to them; and this we have

the pleasure to say, is likely to be soon gratified; as two

young men from the Berlin Seminary, named Palm
and Ulbricht, who are in connection Vvrith our Society,

and who have been long detained in Holland, are

DOW on the point of departure to that colony, accom-

panied by some other brethren, sent out by the Rot-

terdam Society. Let us connect these in our daily

prayers, with their fellow-labourers, both in Africa and

Oraheite, who are already entered into their Missionary

v/arfare. Actuated, we trust, by the noblest motives

by which the human mind can be swayed ; they

have relinquished the enjoyments of civilized society,

for the disg-ustino; intercourse of the rude and unin-

structed heathen ; some of them have suffered the

want of all things^, have been, like the apostle, in deaths

cfr, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by
ti:e heathen, in perils in the wilderness, in weariness

and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger ?.nd

thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. With
the enjoyment of the approbation of Christ, which is

their best reward, may they sec also accomplished tlie

next desire of their hearts, in the conversion of many
heathens to him !

The Directors have, in the next place, to inform the

Society of the result of the labours of the Rev. Mr,
Hillyard at the station' assigned him at Twillingate, itx

Newfoundland. In the former l-leport, they expressed

their approbation of his conduct, and noticed the use-

fulness of his ministry; since then, the period for

which he engaged liis services to the Society having

cxpire-J,
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expired, he has been induced, for various reasons

which appear to us satisfactory, ro return to his native

country; and at present it retrains uncc la.:;, whether

he may again resume his con^.ection wjtn ihr religious

society at that place. From a principle (f justice to

this serious and excellent young man, as well as trom

the sincere atteciion which we feel towards him, we
must bear our testimony to tlie faithfulness, assiduity,

and success, which has distinguished his mininry

among that people ; and we cannot do it so well as

in the words of our highly-esteemed brother, who is

perfectly acquainted with their local circumstances,

and has manifested the most persevering and com-
mendable attention to their spiritual prosperity.

" During the term, he says, for which Mr. Hillyard

pledged his services, he has laboured, day and night,

in public and private instructicn ; he has endured

hardship not only from the climate, but from want of

shelter and suitable food, and from the extremely un-

civilized manners of the remote islanders. The Lord
has blessed his efforts, in a degree that has seldom been

heard of in a similar situation ; — twenty-eight persons

having been formed into a church of Christ, fourteen

ethers, chiefly young men, joining statedly in pub-
lic prayer together ; and at least half that number of

young women, apparently under spiritual concern."

We have also seen a letter from a member of the

church, expressive of the greatest respect for his pas-

tor ; stating in affecting terms, their present destitute

situation, stronoiv entrcatino; that a serious Christian

may be sent out, who rnay preach the gospel to them,
and instruct their children in common learning; and
lor whose 'support, he thinks, they could raise eighty

pounds per arinwrn. Mc intimates, that a serious plain

Christian, well instructed in the scriptures, and who
has the good of souls at heart, might be suitable for

their purpose, although he did not possess the ad-

vantages of learning, or very shining talents. Wc
hope the great Head of the church, by means of our

Society, or by other ivicans, w^ill- provide a suitable

pa SI or
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pastor for this distant branch of his chnrch, who shall

promote and increase the good work so happily

begun.

The two Missions which have been for some time

estabhshed in Quebec, and the Bay of Chaleur, are,
'

in many respects, circumstanced ahke. They are both

exposed to a considerable degree of obloquy and op-

position, from some of those who bear the Christiaa

name around them; and yet, both of them seem to bs

attended with beneficial effects, Mr. Bentom, who is

settled at Quebec, and who appears to maintain and

defend boldly the distinguishing principles of the gos-

pel, surrounded by those who reject and contemn

them ; and whose addresses to the conscience seem

likewise to be very close and energetic, by which the

corruptions of the human heart are roused into open

hostility against him ; yet mentions, in his last letter,

that 'there are some precious souls whom charity and

their pious conduct and devout breathings, oblige him

to believe that, by his instrumentality, they have been

brought out of Nature's darkness into the marvellous

light of the gospel ; and adds, that he has great hopes

a good work is going forward among them.

Mr. Mitchell also, whose station is at New Carlisle,

in the Bay of Chaleur, observes wath thankfulness,

that the work of the Lord continues to prosper in the

midst of opposition; and a letter from the members of

his church mentions, that two Praying Societies have

been formed amongst them ; and great attention paid

to the instruction of the rising generation. They ex-

press their gratitude to God, and to the Society, for

sending the gospel among them : a blessing which

they appear highly to value, and suitably to improve.

The original purpose of the Society, in sending

those two persons to Canada was, that they might ob-

tain such information there of the contiguous heathen,

as might induce them, in the course of a few years, to

undertake a Mission among them ; and thus fulfil the

direct and most prominent object of the institution. Mr.

E Mitchell
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Mitchell does not seem to have lost sight of this mat-
ter ; but has beep hitherto so circumstanced, as to

have been prevented from procuring that information

concerning rhem^ which we hoped before this to

have received from him.

Havino; now stated to the Societv an outline of the

measures v.'hich have engaged their attention during

(he past year, and acquamted them with the general

^tate and principal effects of its different Missions,

the Directors havjs now to specify the objects which
ar present engage their attention, and the propel ac-

complishment of which has long lain very near their

hearts; but before they pr.oceed further, they must
jfulfil the painiul task of recording the loss which this

Society has sustained, as well as the religious world at

Jaxge, bv the death of its late highly-respected Secre-

tary, the Rev., Mr. Eyre, who was one of its institu-

tors ; and, to the latest period ci Kis life, embraced its

great objects with unabated zeal and affection. Hi?
memory will long be cherished in the wounded hearts

pf his nearest and most intimate friends, and be re-

tained by all who knev/ him in the highest estimation;

but his best eulbginn:, and his most valuable memo-
rial, wi)l be found' in the beneficial effects of those va-

rious plans of Christian benevolence w^hich originated

^n his warm and affectionate heart ; which were matmed
in his enlarged and comprehensive mind j and are likely

to be the source of the HiOst important benefits to sur-

rounding countries, and to iuture generations, in a long
succession.

The Seminary at Gosport, under the superintend-

,ence of the Rev. Mr. J3ogue; and that at Rotterdam,
under the care of the Society there, contain the princi-

pal instruments of our future Missions. In the former,

there are eight individuals devoted, w^e trust, to the

service of our Lord ; among whom some are adapted
'for the communication of evangelical instruction in

Jncja, or other civilized countries; and one to the

j^inbelicvjng descendants of Abraham. In the latter,

there
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tllere are some who are qur.]'P>ed to strengthen the

Missions in Africa ; and others, to, introduce new ones

in the island of Ceylon 5 and, beside.i.'ihcse, we' have

one in Scotland, who appears adciptedfor any accessi-

ble station in Asia. These .lifferent cbjects have al-

'

ready received the sanction of the Society ; and whe-

ther we consider them separately, or' in their aggregate

importance ; whether wc contemplate some of therii

as to their population, and others in respect to their

influence on the general interests of the world,— we
must be deeply impressed with the necessity of unit-

ing every principle of prudence and precaution with

that unremitting vigilance which allows of no culpable

delay. On the next Anniversary Meeting it is their

earnest hope, that they shall have the privilege of an-

nouncing to the Society the execution of some of these

measures. They trust that their solitary Missionary

in Iridia (Forsyth) who has long expressed his ardent

desire for assistance in tliat extensive field of action,

will have this desire gratified; and that the many mil-

lions of heathens in those idolatrous regions, will be

continually receiving fresh accessions of Chrisriaa

Missionaries from this Society and others, who, like

friendly allies, will afford their mutual aid in the cause

of their common Lord.

The natives of Ceylon who bear the Christian name,
whose number is estimated at ico,cco, have, we are

informed, for several years been destitute of religious

instruction ; and, most probably, are fast relapsing

into heathenism ; but the Chief Shepherd has, they

trust, inclined the heart of tr.e brother Ringeltaube to

seek out these wanderers, and bring them back to his

fold. Having resided some time in India, and being.

informed of their state by Mr. Gericke, the Danisli

Missionary, so well known for his devotedness to the

cause of our Saviour, and bting also charged by him
to represent their case in England, Ke has felt the

strong claim which they have upon the attention of

Christians, and has accepted the invitation of the L-i-

E 2 rectcrs
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rectors to form a part of a Mission to that island. They
hope that brother Frey also, a descendant from Abra-
ham, and now the heir of his faith, will soon have

the desire of his heart fulfilled, and bear his testimony

to the Jews, that the Messiah Is already come, and
that it is in vain to look for another.

It will, however, doubtless, occur to those who take

a suitable interest In the concerns of the Society, that

the accomplishment of these various objects will un-

avoidably occasion a very increased expenditure of its

funds. Indeed, the disbursements of the last year have

greatly exceeded its incom.e, and rendered It necessary

to dispose of some part of that property, which the

Directors would have been glad to have retained as

the basis of its permanent support. It will be ex-

tremely manifest to those who attentively reflect on
the subject, that, without an adequate and permanent
foundation, the Directors cannot embark in new and
extensive undertakings, however promising and desir-

able, since they would thereby expose the Society to

the danger of disorder In its affairs, and of their bring-

ing dishonour on the cause. It is not doubted that

this short intimation will produce that spontaneous

liberality, which will render a more impressive address

on this subject unnecessary. In the mean time, we
have to notice with satisfaction, that some friends to

this great object, have lately, by their testamentary

dispositions, manifested that its prosperity after their

decease, was an object which occupied their anxieties

during their lives.

The Directors cannot conclude this Report without

expressing their sense of the gratitude which Is due to

Divine Providence, for the high advantages of a reli-

gious nature which are enjoyed in this country, under
its happy constitution, and the mild and tolerant ad-

ministration of his Majesty's government; by which,

they are not only protected in the personal enjoyment

of these sacred privileges, but have the opportunity

also of communicating them to distant lands : thus ad-

vancing
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vancing the honour of the British name, by the ex-*'

ercise of the best dispositions which belong to our na-

ture, and the communication of the highest benefits

which can be conferred upon other nations. With
equal satisfaction, they express also their persuasion,

that a juft concern for the honour of the Redeemer,

in the conversion of the heathen, appears to increase

among Christians ; and although it still falls far below

the importance of the occasion, and the extent of their

duty, yet it justifies the hope that this sacred impres-

sion proceeds from the highest source, and that it will

gradually spread among the churches, and produce

the most beneficial effects. With sincere satisfaction

they recognize the meritorious zeal of other Societies ;

and rejoice in every instance of their success. It is

their earnest desire, that the promotion of this sacred

cause may engage the friendly competition of every

branch of the great community of Christians; and they

will not cease to offer their supplications, that a Di-

vine benediction may attend them all. Till within a

few years past, three Societies * had the exclusive ho-

nour of sending Missionaries from this country to the

heathen; and these are justly entitled to distinguished

respect in the records of the church. Rouzed by their

example, others have now entered into this immense field

of Christian benevolence, and partake in their labours.

One Society is promoting this great work, by the trans-

lation and circulation of the Scriptures and Religious

Tracts, in the populous region of Hindostan, before

the power of which the strong holds of Satan are al-

ready beginning to shake -j- : another is planting the

standard of the Cross in the confines of Europe and
Asia; to which we hope the tribes of Tartary and the

deluded advocates of the Koran will in due time re-

pair I ; whilst a third
||

is attending to the instruction

^ The Society Tor propagating the Gospel in Foreign Par's:

and those in the Moravian and Wesleyan connections.

f The Baptist. + The Edinhnrgh Missionnry Society.

]|
The Society for Missions to Africa and the East,

and
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and preparation of accepted Missionaries, and thuis

'

laying a good foundation for future usefulness. These,-

as well as this Society, are the fruits of the zeal of
Christians in Britain^ whilst the churches in America
also, inspired by similar motives, are sending forth,

in various directions, their harbingers of the gospel

among the Indian tribes; and have already received

the cheering accounts of its favourable reception.

On the continent of Europe, we perceive the beams
of evangelical light rekindling in several places, and
contending with the principles of error and infidelity-

which have pervaded those regions where the pure

doctrines of the reformation were formerly main-
tained j wljile the hand of Providence has thrown
down the principal barriers of superstition in those

countries over which Antichrist had long stretched

his bloody and despotic sceptre, and has thus prepared

the way for the entrance of the gospel.

These are events, which some may consider as those

common occurrences vv'hich arise in every age, and are

connected with no important result; but this Society

will radier cherish the hope, that they are the effects of

superior impulse on the mind, and apart of the arrange-

ments of an infinitely wise and unerring Providence,

which has determined the ultimate renovation of the

vorld after a long season of darkness, depravity, and
disorder; and is now introducing the dawn of that

bf ight period which, from the beginning, has been the

faCouiiie the me of prophecy, the hope and consolation

of the chunh, and is the chief glory of the Christian

dispensation.

To this great consummation it is the privilege of
the disciples of Christ to look with that firm confi-

dence, wliich has for its basis the unerring records;

and whilst it is their duty also to promote its approach
by all the means which the Scriptures suggest and allow,

they will cheerfully refer the event of their humble
endeavours to Him who has reserved in his own
hands the times and the seasons, btedfaslly looking at

ihc
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the unfailing promise, their persuasion of .'its accom-

piishment at the right period, rests on the veracity of

Him who presides over the vast concerns of the uni-r

versQ, and can command all its powers, intellectual and

material, to become the instruments of executing his

pleasure and fulfilling his word.

(In the name of the Directors.)

J. Hardcastle,

Treasurer.

. P. 6*. The Directors have the satisfaction tocom-

;riiunicate the following iiiteresting intelligence con-

cerning Dr. Vanderkemp and his associate, Mr. Jtmes

K^ad ; for which they are indebted to the kind-

iiess of Mr. Kay, surgeon of his Majesty's brig the

Penguin, which was stationed in the Bay of Algoa,

from the month of May to the end of September

1802 ; during which period, this gentleman had fre-

quent intercourse with them. It appears that a con-

siderable progress has been made in the Missionary

settlement at Botas- Place, which is about eight miles

from the Bay : that a number of houses have been

erected by the Hottentots, on a plan superior to those

.which they have before been accustomed to build

;

and that this work continues principally to occupy

/hem. They subsist partly on the stores which the

government has kindly supplied them with, and part-

ly on wild fowl, which abound in that country ; such

as geese, turkeys, pheasants, partridges, &c. : and

being fu nished with imj)lements of agriculture, and

possessed also of land which the government has given

.to the settlement, to the extent of an hour's ride every

way, there is reason to believe that they will be able

to provide themselves with the means of subsistence,

in sufficient plenty, after their present stock is ex-

hausted. They already have began to raise both wheat

and
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and rice. The exemplary conduct of the Doctor, and
his i.nwcaried aaentio:i to the good of the natives, has

conciliated their confidence in an unbounded degree ;

and every intimation of his will is regarded with the

most prompt obedience. In the attempt made by the

government to bring back the runaway Hottentots,

the character of probity and good faith which he had
acquired, was the principal means of accomplishing It,

as they refused to confide in any individual but him.

The good effects of the establishment are already ap-

parent in the improved morals of the natives,—their

order and cleanliness, both in persons and habitations,

as well as in their sobriety and industry. About 200
of them constantly attend divine worship, which at pre-

sent is conducted in a barn : their attention is serious,

and their psalmody remarkably harmonious. But they

worship also in the open air : and the simple and ve-

nerable appearance of the good man in the midst of his

family, leading their devotion, on a lawn surrounded

with shrubs, and enlightened by the beams of the

moon, is particularly interesting. Mr. Read passes a

great part of his time at Algoa Bay, and exercises his

ministry there among the English soldiers, who were

stationed at that place ; and who are said to have been

very attentive to his discourses. Besides this, he was

assiduously engaged in the instruction of children,

whose progress in reading and writing was very satis-

factory. — Monsieur Le Moens, the Commandant of

the Garrison, manifested very high respect for therrx

both, and shewed them every kind attention.

G. Au LD, Plintor,

Grc\ ilU- Street, London,
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SERMON I.

ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE,

I THINK it is more than probable, that many
hundreds, whose eyes are now directed to this pulpit,

may view with surprize a person so insignificant,

from a corner so remote, stationed at a post of such

importance. My fellow-mortals have cause to be sur-

prized. I am surprized m.yself. Be assured, when
I received the letter of invitation, its contents greatly

agitated my feelings : 1 hesitated, from conscious in-

ability ; but while I -revolved the business in my mind,

it occurred, possibly the voice of the Committee is

the voice of the Almighty. In that case I must not

confer with flesh and blood: besides, I considered,

that the efficacy of the word did not depend on
the fame, the dignity, or accomplishments of the

preacher; but that it owed its success to a higher

source.— My friends, were Paul, Apollos, or Cephas
now in my place, to secure the blessmg, it would be

requisite to look higher than the man ; even to Him
who ruleth in Heaven. He sends by whom he will

send ; and if now, in very deed he be in this place,

we will not despair of his blessing. The meanness of

the instrument will the more display the excellency of

his power.

When I had resolved to accept the invitation to

my present office, a passage of Scripture occurred to

my mind, which I thought would afford not an un-

suitable basis for our present meditations. It is to be

found in

F 2 • ROMANS
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KOMANS II. 7

To them who, hy patient continuance in well-doing, seekfor
glory, and honour, and immortality , ttcrnal lift.

But before I attempted to compose a discourse on
this text, with a view to this day, 1 thought it both
lawful and expedient, if not incumbent, to review
w^hat had been dehvercd on former occasions. Ac-
cordingly I read about thirty-six Sermons, which are

already in print. The perusal aliorded much plea-

sure. I found much had been said, and well said, to

answer the end designed. I noticed, throughout, a

delightful similarity ; all tended to the same object,

•— all directed to the same course,— all afforded the

same encouragement ; but v/hile I noticed this neces-

sary similarity, like that in the human form, I ob-
served a pleasing variety, like that in the human face,

or voice 5 for where there is the strongest family-

likenessj there is sufficient difference to distinguish

the several branches. I hope my discourse will be of

a piece with all the rest ; and yet, no doubt, as being

my own composition, there will be in it a somethings

peculiar to myself. May it do good ! and I shall be

satisfied.

It may be supposed by some, that the Missionary

subject is aheady exhausted. 1 am not of that way
of thinking. The subject is divine; and, like the

sacred oracles, will be ever new. Most subjects in

divinity have been more discussed than that of Mis-
sionaries j and yet it is found expedient and profitable

to persevere in speaking and writing on divine sub-

jects fiom time to lime; and, indeed, were we to

resolve not to treat on divine subjects, which others

have already handled with ability, we should cease to

preach and teach in the name of Jesus. Controversy

about party distinctions, whether points merely specu-

lative m doctrine, or forms and modes of worship,

may be worn thread-bare; and, for my own part, 1

wish they were utterly worn away ; but a iubjcct like

that
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that which occupies our attention to-day, involving

the glory of God, the honour of the Redeemer, the

downfal of Satan's empire, with the present and eter-

nal felicity of the human race, can never be exhausted.

Like the fragrant perfume, the more it is handled and
pressed, the sweeter and stronger will be its odour,

and the rtiore it will cheer and exhilarate the hea-

venly mind.

In reading the Sermons already mentioned, I had
the pleasure frequently to meet with a sweet selectroa

of such promises and predictions as are best calculated

to promote Missionary exertions. Of these we must
be reminded every time we meet ;—without them, ths

Missionary wheel will clog : — they are as necessary

for Missionaries, every day and every night, as their

daily bread, or nightly rest : — without them, mole-

hills would swell into mountains; but in the belief of

them, they can face dangers, and see mountains sink

to plains.

None of my brethren or fathers who have gone
before me in these exercises, have quoted or alluded

to the text I have taken ; so then to-day we have

something new ; besides a new preacher, we have a

new text. May we find new strength, to enable us to

press forwards in our glorious enterprize !

The words of the text have a reference to that day
of great universal decision, ^^ for wliich all other days

were made." It will be a great day of wrath to some,

and of glory to others, when God shall render to every

man according to his deeds. Jn that day he will ren-

der tribulation and wrath to every soul that doeth

evil; but, ** to them who,, by paiient continuance iu

well-doing, seek for glory, and lionour, and immor-
tality, eternal life." In discoursing on these words,

I shall remark the three following particulars :
—

I. A threefold object of pursuit ; glorj, and lionour^

and inimorial'ity,

II. Thccouise to be taken, in order to obtain ^^-

tUnt coiiUnuaiicc in ^ujell-domg^

ill. The
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III. The happy result : God will render eternal

life.

J. We contemplate the grand object of pursuit :—it

is glory. The word has various acceptations, both in

the holy Scriptures and in other writings ; but it

generally signifies what is accounted most excellent.

Such, however, is the difference among men, that one
glories in that of which another is ashamed. This is

the case of the true Christian, with respect to the

profane sinner, who glories in his wickedness; and to

the proud, Pharisee, who boasts of his own righteous-

ness. On' the other hand, it is their case with

respect to the Christian ; for they are ashamed of the

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in which he supremely
o lories. The same men have gloried at one time, in

the vtTy things of which they have been ashamed at

another ; bur no one that ever attained the glory here

intended, v/ould consent to part with it for all the

glory of the world. In the world there are many
things accounted glorious ; btit the best of them are

not to be compared with that mentioned in our

text. They are rather imaginary than real : they

are often bought at a dear rate,— they seldom give

s.uisfaction, — they sometimes surfeit,— they are

sure to fade away. We have heard of glorious vic-

toiics obtained both by sea and land: the conquer-

ing heroes have been celebrated in histories and songs

;

but, alas ! while they contended for victory, many of

their brethren in arms weltered in blood, and died.

It may be said they died covered with glory; but al-

lowing this, in the military line and style, to be the

case, it is but a poor glory compared with this of

which I am now to speak. It widely differs too, not

only from the fame acquired by perilous struggles

with carnal weapons, but also from that which asto-

nished the Queen of Sheba, when she beheld the

splendor of the court of Solomon ; and not less from

that glory which the god of this world exhibited to

our Lord, in the exceedingly high mountain : yet it

is a real glory, ia -the attainment of which, nothing

perishes
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perishes but what it is gain to lose. It never surfeits,

but always gives satisfaction ; and, what is best of all,

it increases and endures for ever! — But it may. be

asked, In what doth this glory consist ? I answer, so

far as 1 have been able to learn, it consists in the

favour^ the image ^ and enjoyment of God. While
men continue in Nature's darkness, estranged from

God and his enemies by wicked works,, they fall in-

finitely short of his glory, and clothe, themselves vyitk

shame; but when they turn their backs. on the world:,

and set their hearts to seek his face, it is as c^^nain as

his own truth, that he will be found of them ; and
that in him they will find mercy to pardon all their

sins, wisdom to direct them in all their vv^ays, strength

to support them in all their trials; and, in a word,

grace to help them in every time of need. Thi^s

state of grace is called Glory, where the apostle says,

*' We are changed into the same image from glory

to glory ;" that is, as is generally understood,, from,

one degree of glorious grace to another, to iis full

perfection in Heaven.
This glory further consists in the image of God.

They who admit the being and perfections of God,
must admit, that in every one of ihem he is infinitely

glorious. He is so in all his w^orks and ways. The
heavens, the earth, and the seas, all display his glory ;

but the glories of the sun, moon, and stars, with all

the other glories scattered around in the wide crea-

tion, are but emanations from him, in whom collec-

tively they all reside in the most transcendent degree.

They shall perish; but he who gave them their beauty,

will for ever abide the same. He is glorious in , wis-

dom, power, and goodness, but especially in holiness.

This is the fairest beauty of the Lord ;— the perfec-

tion of all his perfections ; — the glory of saints, of

angels, and of Heaven. Man was originally made
the likeness of this glory; and it is to his restoration

to it again, that the mmisters of the gospel direct the

whole of their endeavours. The apostle Paul, in

I Cor. ii. 7, connects the image and glory of God to-

gether;
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gcther; and no wonder, for where the image of God
is found, there a glory shines. He who ' seeks his re-

storation to this image, seeks a glory that infinircly

transcends all the splendor, pomp, and pageantry of

this vain world; and in proportion as he has attained,

he shines upon earth as the bright ornament and
glory of his country.

Moreover, this glory of which we speak, consists not

.only in the favour and image, but also in the enjoy-

ment of God, Man was made to glorify and enjoy

his Maker; but, when he dishonoured him by sin,

he incurred his indignant frown ; and became spiri-

tually poor, and miserable, and wretched, and blind,

and naked ; but when, through grace, he rents his

heart and returns to the Lord, he comes to a most de-

licious enjoyment indeed. In this vale of tears some
talk of their joys: they speak of enjoving themselves,

their friends, their houses and cVult estates ; and,

particularly, of enjoying their heakh. Of this, men
generally enquire one of another ; and concerning

their friends, when they write or meet ; and this they

often profess to wish when they drink, and when they

part ; and truly it is an object of magnitude, the ver}^

first in the scale of temporal blessings ; for unless a

man enjoy this, he cannot enjoy the rest. And yet,

what are they all when compared with God ? To
make the most of them, they are but meaner things.

•'He is the souTs sweet morning-star; and he its

rising sun." He is its center and its solace. To him
the angels owe their bliss. His presence makes para-

dise. Lively Christians can tell us, that, without his

love, !ife has no relish ; and that without his presence.

Heaven itself would be a dreary dungeon. When a

man enjoys God as his friend, his father, and his

portion; when he enjoys him in every thing, and
every thing in him, how delicious must his enjoyment

be ! I'his enjoyment of God commences by faith in

this life ; and shall be consummated by sight in the

world to come. " Believing (says our apostle) we re-

joice. We joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.^*

How
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Plow sweet to behold, by faith, as in a glass, the

glory of the Lord 1 To see his perfections and

glories, not merely as in hinv, but belonging to us,

so as to say, This God is our God ! How sweet to

enjoy the Lord in his word, and at his table ; and in

the glorious manifestations which he sometimes makes

of himself to dying believers! But these are only

the beginning of their joys. Though unspeakable and

full of glory, they are little, in comparison with that

far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory which

eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of

man fully conceived ;—but which God hath prepared

for them that love him. Believers rejoice, in hope of

that glory which flesh and blood cannot inherit. It

is too great to enter into them ; but they shall enter

into it. Then they shall be near and like God : they

will see and know all they desired and wished below*

In his presence they will possess an everlasting fulness

cf joy. All sorrow will be done away, and everlast-

ing joy will be upon their heads. The place, the

state, the company, and employment, will constitute

an enjoyment worthy the appellation of'' .: crown of

glory that fadeth not away !"

In this glory of which we speak, there is a great, a

real, a lasting honour. Its possessor is the partaker

of a divine nature. He is honoured with the first of

titles. Dr. Young says, " A Christian is the highest

style of man/' God accounts all such *' The excel*

lent of the earth :" his jewelsj his sons and heirs :—they

are kings and priests to him. What are the mosc

honourable titles among men, compared with those

which God confers upon his followers ? The tides of

Princes and Emperors are but cyphers, compared

wnth the titles
—" Sons and Heirs of God." They to

vvhom these belong, are likevv'ise honoured v;ith the

first attendance. "The angels that excel in strength,

and that are, in nature, of a higher order than human
beings, are, nevertheless, sent forth to minister to the

heir3 of salvation. It is neither absurd nor unscrip-

turai to believe, that, by their invisible agency, the

G invisible
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invisible God ad-nonishes, protects, assists, and often

delivers them out of difficulties through life ; and
then, at death, conducts them to his blissful mansions
in Heaven ! But they are not only honoured with

the attendance and encampments of guardian angels,

they are honoured also with the visits, the intimacy,

and secrets of the wisest, the greatest, anti the Best of

Beings. Their fellowship is truly with the Father,

and with his Son Jesus Christ. They have also ihc

communion of the Holy Ghost. He is with them
as teacher, comforter, and sanctifier. The triune God
never leaves, never, never forsakes them. He guides

them and guards them while they live, is with them
in the valley and shadow of death, and then receives

them to endless glory !

Moreover, the glory and honour of which I speak,

is connected with immortality. Herein they vary

from worldly honours and glories. Time throws his

dart at these;— they perish with the using. Many of

them rise to-day and fall to-morrow.— In our way
from Scarborough to this great city, many piles of

buildings, steeples, and towers are observable ; the

builders of which, though perhaps once famed, are

now dubious or forgotten ; but we need not go to them,

nor yet to Westminster Abbey, to read the monu-
ments ; or to Bunhill-ficlds, to view the graves, to

convince us of man's moriality ;—we see the evidence

thereof wherever we iiirn our eyes. In this modern
edifice, how many preachers and worshippers have

been heard and seen who are now for ever departed 1

While we see our labours c'.ie, ive foci ourselves decay.

Let us rejoice, that immortality is brought to light

through the gospel. " A perpetuity of bliss is bliss I"

A fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore, must be
joy and pleasure indeed ! Eternity Is an idea that

must at once complete the horrors of the damned,
and the joys of the redeemed. May our happy lot be

with the hitter 1 Amen.
Wc com.e, in the second place, to point out the

course
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course to be taken, in order to obtain the object of

pursuit.

The text informs us, that it must be " by patient

continuance in well-doing.*' If there l-e any self-

righteous Pharisees in this assembly, peihaps they

may be saying to themselves, *' This text is all for

us, who expect eternal life for oui own good actions,"

I add, it is a text certainly for your good, if you will

but make good use of it ; but the way you apply ir,

is a wresting of the passage ^ which, alas ! may be your

own destruction. To prevent a calamity so infinitely

dreadful, let me intreat you to consider the passage

in its connection and obvious signification ; when you
will easily perceive that it exceedingly militates against

your scheme of self-justification. To suppose the

apostle here writing in favour of your notion, would

be to suppose him writing in opposition to his own
avowed intention, both in this and in his other epistles.

It would be to suppose him again defending the errors

he so heartily renounced, when, through the law, he

died to the law. Prior to his conversion, his notion

was like yours ; he went about; to establish his own
righteousness ; but, afterwards, he contended ear-

nestly for the doctrine of justification by faith, and of

salvation by grace. The text under consideration, is

entirely in that way. The learned can tell you, as

Dr. Guyse, Dr. Whitby, and many others, have done
already, that the original words (e^yov «ya9ou) here ren-

dered t^^/Z-Jo/V/^, properly signify a good work, a. li

stand opposed to the words not obeying the truth y in

the following verse ; which must mean, not suhmitimg

to the gospel'^ which, byway of emphasis, is '-lied

The Truths and the Word of Truth \ and, accordingly,

faith in Christ is included, if not principally inten.r.cd,

by the well-dohig here mentioned. To constitute any
work good, or well-done, it must be done from a

good principle, and to a good end ;
-^— it muse be a

work of faith, and a labour of love. Bv such well-

doing, the truth and excellence of faith will manifestly

appear i and put to silence the ignorance of those

G 2 who
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who are SO foolish as to suppose, that faith in Christ

for salvation, is unfriendly to virtue and morality, and
supersedes the necessity of all good works ; but how
absurd It would be to suppose, that men, who insist

on good work? as indispensably necessary to prove the

reality of their faith, and who believe, on purpose to

promote their personal holiness, should, at the same
time, plead iheir faith in apology for their wickedness.

Such slanders have long been thrown upon the apos-

tle's docirine ; but a patient continuance in well-

doing, will sooner or later wipe them all away.

This well-doing, of which we speak, includes

many things; a few of which I shall only jr.st men-
tion :—Particularly, it includes a diligent use of all the

means of grace, — such as prayer, reading, hearing,

and meditating on the word of God : — it includes

Christian fellowship ; in which they teach, comfort,

admonish, and edify one another in psalms, and
hymns, and spiritual songs ; in converse, lympaihy,

and breaking bread at the table of the Lord : — it

includes the due discharge of all civil, religious, and
lelative duties, whether between man and man, kings

and subjects, ministers and people, husbands and wives,

masters and servants, parents and children, or whatever

other jelatlons or distinctions may be founds He
who does good, according to our text, to the utmost
pf his ability, does good unto all men.

'J here is also mention made of contlnuayice in thi$

sort of well-doing. This circumstance requires very

particuju attention ; for many have seemed to beglri

in t!ie Spirit, and run well for a while, and then have

i;rianlfesily enced in the flesh ; for a time they flamed
like a comet in the religious firmament, but presently

disappeared : — the stony ground-hearers soon fell

away. \{\ our own time, we have seen some, whose
goodness has been as the morning-cloud and early

dew. Tills is truly lau-jentable ; for when men draw
back, it is unto perdition. The truly righteous hold

on their way: — their path Is as the' shining light,

which sh.neth a;iore and more unto the perfect day.

Jesus
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Jesus said (implying, if they did not continue^ they

were only such in pretence) '* If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed." Blessed

are they that hear the word of God, and keep it ! He
that endureth to the end shall be saved. Perseverance

then wins the prize.

But to perseverance in well-doing, there is need of

falienee. They who set sail for Heaven, may expect

to meet with contrary winds in their passage. Whea
we consider the depravity of human nature, the allure-

ments of this present evil world, with the malignity

of that spirit, whose name is Legion, and who, night

and day, goes about seeking whom he may devour,

we need not wonder at the discouragements and dif-

ficulties we find in our way to glory. When the

JLord Jesus was in our world, labouring to procure

glory for us, he had to endure not only the temptations

of the Devil, but also the contradiction of sinners

against himself. St. Paul, in seeking for the glory,

honour, and immortality of which we speak, had,

among other things, to fight wiih beasts at bphesur.

The primitive Chiistians were ad;iionished, not to

think fiery trials strange things. iSo cross no crozmi^

has long been a Chrisiian maxim. Patience in en-

during the cross, and patience in wailing for the pro-

mised blessing, is found absolutely necessary to obtain

this glory, honour, and immortality.

In the third and last place, I come briefly to notice

the happy result of thus seeking the object in question,

by which God will render eternal life. He will at

last receive them to Heaven. This is the very object

of their pursuit. In the loth verse it is calle l^/^rj,

honour, and peace. There peace and joy eternal reign;

the bliss is pure, replete, and perpetual. But what [

would particularly here remark, is not so nuich the

heavenly felicity, as the certainty of its being conferred

on all who seek it in the v/ay already mentioned.

There is an uncertainty in all things sublunary. More
or less, in this life, disappointment is the order of

fhe day. Prosperity itself sometimes takes us by
surprize.
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surprize. In the lottery of human life there are more
than two blanks to a prize; and where success may
reasonably be expected, it is not always obtained. The
race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the

strong. Many valiant and veteran troops, after long

and severe conflicts, have been completely vanquished.

Many too have run, and lost the race ; but theirs was

not the race of faiih and patience. As many as run

this race are sure to obtain the prize. All who fight

the battles of the Lord are sure to come ofi^more than

conquerors, through him that loved them.

The certainty of the happy result of which we
speak, is founded in the power, the truth, and faith-

fulness of God. He hath said,'* Ask, and ye shall

receive ; seek, and ye shall find." He hath not said to

any of the seed of Jacob, Seek m.y face in vain. Men
do not always keep their faith with men ; but God is

always true to his promise. If Heaven and earth pass

away, not one jot or tittle of his word shall pass aw^ay.

Hath he said it, and shall he not make it good ? All

"ivho have ventured to take him at his word, and act

accordingly, have had to say with Joshua, " There
failed not aught of any good thing which the Lord"

had spoken ; all came to pass." The faithful, like

Abraham and Paul, may always be confident, that

what he has promised, he is able and willing to per-

form. It may suffice to add, that the experience of

all ages confirms the validity of our doctrine. Many
instances might be selected out of the sacred records,

from Abel the righteous, to John in Patmos; and the

catalogue might be exceedingly enlarged from the

history of the true church down to our own time;

but I only need appeal to our own experience, whether

we have not seen in others, or felt in ourselves, that

God is true to his promises ; that he is a rewarder of

sll tliem that diligently seek him ; and, that if we have

not, it is because we ask not ; or otherwise, ask amiss.

If" by patient continuance in wtll-doing, we seek for

glory, and honour, and immortality," we may expect,

by and bye, like Stephen, to see Heaven opened, and

Jesus
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Jesus our forerunner, standing ready to welcome us

home, to an eternal participation with him in glory.

Should it now be enquired. What has all this to do
with the business of this day? I would reply, Much,
every way. The glorious gospel, which the Mission-

ary Society endeavours to propagate both at home and
abroad, contains a tree, full, and persuasive invitation

to all people, where-ever it is published, to seek for

the glory, the honour, and eternal life of which I have

spoken.

This Society, which I have now the happiness to

address, has, like Jesus, been moved with compassion

for the souls of their fellow-sinners. AVhile they have

considered them as sheep without a shepherd, lost on
the distant mountaiiis of ignorance, vice, and wretch-

edness, they have almost wished for the pinions of a
dove, to fly to their relief. This Society is not satis-

fied that all its own members obtain eternal life for

themselves ; the object in view is, that all may come
to the knowledge of the truth. It wills and labours

that all Jews, Turks, Heathens, Infidels, and Here-
tics, may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus,

with eternal glory.

To keep alive our Missionary spirit, and more and
more animate our sacred zeal in our glorious enter-

prize, I wish this Day to be our remembrancer; tore-

mind us of things, the sight of which we must never

lose, if we mean, by patient continuance in well-do-

ing, to seek the salvation of our fellow-men.

First, 1 would remind you that our object is not

in the least dimi:.ished : it still retains all its original

grandeur and importance. It must be confessed that

a subject more weighty never . engaged the attention

and talents of any Society. Meetings for carnal amuse-
ments, or of merchants and tradesmen, or the owners
ol ships or lands, with a view to gratify themselves, or

promote trade and navigatioii, or improvements in

agriculture : nay, when physicians meet to consult

how to preserve the lives and proniote the health of
their pauenUj or even when oarliaments and ministers

of
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of State consult how they may best promote the safet}',

honour, and welfare of our Sovereign and his king-

doms : all these meetiiigs, houever interesting and im-

portant in rheir way, are trivial, compared with meet-

ings which are p\n-ely for the spread of the everlasting

gospel ; and thereby to secure that wisdom, the mer-

chandize and gain of which far exceeds those of silver

and fine gold.—To secure those pleasures which are

pure, never sting, never cloy; but increase by enjoy-

ment and last to eternity: in a word, to secure the

present, the future, and eternal felicity of never-dying

souls. This was the g-reat business which broui'ht the

Lord Jesus from the bosom of the Father ; for this he

travelled, toiled, groaned, and died ; and it was for this

the Holy Ghost was promised and sent to accompany
the word of salvation, and render it effectual for the

purposes for which it was preached. In this great me-
tropolis we observe manv hospitals, charity-schools,

asylums, and alms-houses^ wLich do great honour to

the humanity and munificence of those by whom they

were founded, and are still supported and managed;
but whatever may be due to those who labour to re-

store the sick and woLmded, to relieve the blind and
indigent, to restore the insane to the exercise of rea-

son, or even to that Humane Society, so wonderfully

nsefiil in restoring suspended animation; surely, less is

hot due to those whose labour is, night and day, to

rcscp.e immortal souls from everlasting- destruction.

Hereby poverty and madness, with many sad dis-

eases, are often prevented ; while bliss and endless

glory are sec\ired in the world to come. How may
we, who know, in some degree, the worth of souls

aiul the importance of their salvation, how may we
blush, tliat we labour no more to pluck therri as

brands from (he burning! See the busy world, in

fairs and markets, at shops and stalls, at the Ex-
change, in the pleadings in our Courts of Law, and
warm debates in our Senate- houses ;. see the activity,

avidity, anxiety, and energy there displayed ; and what

are they all about? Things that perish with the using;

and.
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and, therefore, not to be compared with the things of

eternity, about which we are assembled here this day.

— I would,

2dly, Remind you of the means we must continue

to use, in order to accomplish the important end in

view. I have heard it observed, in the characteristics

of true wisdom, that the same is manifested, not only

in the choice ofworthy ends, but also in the selection

of suitable means, to attain such valuable ends. As
we have the first characteristic of wisdom in the end

we design, let us see to it, that we have the second in

the means we use to accomplish our end. It is not to

be accomplished by the enticing words of man's wis-

dom : all the labours of modern philosophers have

proved as unsuccessful as those of the heathen sages,

even to moralize the world. It is not to be accom-
plished by swords and staves, fires and faggots :

—
Satan's strong-holds are not to be demolished by car-

nal weapons. When we mean that souls should be

won, turned from darkness to light, and from the

power of Satan unto God, let us not render ourselves

ridiculous by the adoption of means repugnant to

reason, revelation, and common sense. Were we to

see a man attempting to split a large flint with a

small feather, or to overturn St. Paul's Cathedral with

his little finger, we might smile at his simplicity ; we
should not admire the depth of his wisdom, in the

choice of his instruments to effect his purposes. Some-
thing like this would be our case, were we to send

Missionaries wholly incompetent to the object of their

mission. Surely, it would not be wise in a prince to

send, on an embassy of peace, men hostile to his per-

son, family, and government ; nor must we send men
to beseech sinners to be reconciled to God, till we
have reason to believe that they are reconciled to him
themselves. It would be folly to send men to win and
watch for the souls of others, who know nothing of the

worth of their own ; to illuminate and warm a dark
and cold world, while they have neither light nor heat

in themselves. A man blind, and deaf, and dumb,

H is
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is not lit for a watchman ; whose business is to spy

and sound the alarm of danger. While a man is fa^t

asleep, he is not likely to rouse ihe lethargic. He
who undertakes to direct others the way, should first

know it himself. The blind must not be set to lead

the blind. We are not left to grope in the dark, to

find means to win souls; we are favoured with infal-

lible directions; and, besides these, we have onr own
experience, m addition to the very best precedents.

The command is siill in force," Go ye into all the

\vorld, and preach the gospel to every cre^.ture."

This is the sword of the Spirit. It is the word of

truth,' and the word of life, which the children of

li^ht are to hold forth. It is the everlasting gospel,

and the gospel of the kingdom, which must be

preached to every nation, tongue, and people. Irs

ministers who have tasted its sweetness, felt its energy,

and know its worth, will not be ashamed to blaze it

abroad : they know that it is ihe pov/er of God unto

salvation, to every one that bel'evech : they know it

has conquered ; and that, with Truth and Meekness

at its side, it shall go on, from conquering to conquer,

till all shall bow to its sceptre. The gospel is the

most valuable treasure. It contains the unsearchable

riches of Christ ; it possesses a sovereign remedy for

every malady; it proclaims liberty- from the worse

slavery; and furnishes the richest feast where there

is the worst famine. It is indeed a glorious gospel

!

and always looks best in its native simplicity. It does

not admit of embellishments : like the sun, it gives

lustre, but borrows none. To adorn it with human
decorations is as unnecessary as to daub with paint

the rich and sparkling diamond. The gospel, faith-

fully preached by faithful men, has proved the in-

strument of effecting the greatest wonders in the

world. Were the penman of my text, or his convert,

the Philippian jailor, now in my place, they would be

able to entertain us long on this part of our subject.

They could point us to many dens cf lions, and beasts

of savage name, that, by the gospel, have put on the

- •

. nature
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nature of the lamb. The first Missionaries that jesus

sent with his message, .had nothing from this world to

recommend them to its esteem. In pohte address

and ingenuity they were inferior to the philosophers

and orators of Greece and Rome; neither had they

afTiuence or human authority on their side; but, on

ihe contrary, their persons and occupations, their

country^ with their birth, parentage, and education,

exposed them to ridicule ; and their message too was

quite contrary to the maxims, notions, passions, and

practices, which abounded in their day. It required

men to own their sins, to humble themselves, re-

nounce the world, the fiesh, and the devil, to take up

their cross, forsake all, and follow the despised Jesus.

What v;as the consequence ? Rejoice, O Heavens 1

and be glad at the remembrance, ye inhabitants of the

earth ; for these messengers, with this message, tri-

umphed over all opposition ! Thousands in a day

were sometimes added to their Society !

But, in addition to what we have heard and read of

the power of the gospel, let us not forget what we
have seen and felt. Where the gospel has come, v;e

have seen it spread the light of the knowledge of

God. It has called dead sinners from their tombs,

and given the blind their sight. It came to some of

us, not only to our ears, but also to our hearts : its

entrance gave light ; it wrought in us effectually, as

it ever does in all them that believe. We have Ex-

perienced its astonishing efficacy to that degree, that

thereby we are brought to love what we before hated,^

and to hate what we before loved ; to be ashamed of

that in which we once gloried, and to glory in that of

which v;e were once ashamed. The cause of Christ,

which we studied to destroy, now we labour to de-

fend ; our endeavour was, that the cause might die ;

and now, behold, we are willing to die in the cause.

Such wonders has the gospel wrought ! What can we

do less than send it, and recommend it, wherever

God, in his providence, shall direct our course ?

There are many springs well calculated thus to

H 2 xnov^
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move the wheels of our minds. I mention the de-

plorable condition of many, many millions, who wor-

ship they know not what,— not the God that made
them ; but the gods their hands have made ! They
perish for lack of knowledge ! Are we not moved
with pity and compassion for such multitudes of our
fellow-men, fellow-sinners, and fellow-mortals ? If

we be not, where is our love to our neighbours ? And
I may ask, Where is our love to God ? For if we
burn in love to him, we shall shine in love to them.

Christian Philanthropy will expand its wings, and fly

all over the world. Some tell us to look at hom<?,

and try to convert the heathens in our own country.

We like the idea, and comply with the proposal, in

hope, that those who make it will heartily co-operate

ih a charity so great ; and that, in return, they will

not object to a proposal we have to make to them ;

which is, that if our charity begin at home, it may
not end there ; and that in our selection of its objects,

we look out for those whose case is the most pitiable

and necessitous. In their com.pliance with this pro-

posal, surely we shall all unite our best efforts to send

the gospel where the only name by which a sinner

can be saved, has never yet been heard. As another

stimulus to our IMissionary exertions, I notice the ex-

ample of good men in all ages of the church of God.
Paniarchs have rejoiced in the distant prospects of our

proceedings
i kings and prophets, with longing desire,

have waited for these days ; for the spread of the

saving knowledge of God, the saints, in every age,

have directed their prayers and supplications: to

promote this, Evangelists, Apostles, and Christian

pastors have made it their business and their boasc

to labour, even to weariness, night and day. In the

XMcat work they have laboured and died ; and, so far

as they have succeeded, they have rejoiced wirh the

angels of God ; and from the same love to the good
cause, they, like ,the captive Jews<, have wept when
they Iiave remembered the desolations of Zion ; so did

David and Jeremiah, when men transgiessed the divine

law.
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law. Herein let us follow the footsteps of the flock.

But in enumerating motives to Missionary exertion,

I must not omit the strongest of all, and^ that is, the

love of God. His love, in its freeness, marvellous

greatness, bounty, and constancy, infinitely exceeds

our highest conceptions. It brought him from the

bosom of the Father, to seek and save a lost and
ruined world. He came to be a light to lighten the

Gentiles, as well as to be the glory of his people

Israel. He loved and lived, and laboured and wept,

and at last died upon the cross, that he might recon-

cile all things unto himself, and draw ail men unto

him. It was this dying love of Jesus, shed abroad in

the hearts of the apostles, that constrained them to

live to him, and to persuade men to be reconciled to

God ; to endure all things for the elect's sake, that

they might obtain the salvation which was in Christ

Jesus ; to travail, as in birth, till Christ was formed

in sinful men. His love so constrained them, that

they did not count their lives too dear to be given

up in bringing sinners to God.
I would draw a conclusion, with reminding us

that there are no difEculcies in the way to the accom-

plishment of our wishes, but such as have always been

common in the world, and are easily surmountable by

the power of God. Difficulties are to be expected ;

and what is there of importance to be attained in. this

v/orld without them? The knowledge of Arts and

Sciences is not acquired without considerable labour

;

merchants and tradesmen run many risks ; mariners

and soldiers leave their beloved friends and country,

to f^ce dangers and endure hardships, in hopes of tem-

poral gain, or conquest, though their final success be

wholly precarious. We are sure the god of this

vvorld will not consent to have his kingdom de-

stroyed : he will urge all his agents, on earth and in

Hell, to unite their power and skill, in opposition to

the v,'ord of the Lord ; but, in spite of all, it shall

make its way ;—^ it shall run and be gloriiied. In

increase may be gradual, like the light of the morn-
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iDg, or the progress of vegetation, to which it is com-
parecl ; but its universal prevalence is sure : his mouth
hath spoken it, whose counsel shall stand, and who
will do all his pleasure ; — there shall be a perform-
ance of all those things which his Spirit inspired his

prophets to foretcl. A4en, through their want of

foresight, mutability, and inability, are sometimes
obhged to abandon their schemes; but God's de-
srgns are not subject to casualties : he sees the end
fcom the beginning, and holds in his hands the reins

ofunivcrsci government, over-ruling every opposi-

tion to defeat its own intention, and to accomplish his

own purpo'-,e. 'As was the case in the exaltation of

Joseph in Egypt, and the furtherance of the gospel

at Rome, and elsewhere, which was promoted by the

persecutions and afflictions vv' hich befel St/ Paul and
the rest of the apostles. Our work is good, — our

difficulties are great ; but we have God on our side.

Our cause has stood the repeated attacks of scoffing

infidels ; as also those of blind, bigotted, and raging

persecutors. No wonder; it is the cause of huma-
nity, of sacred liberty, of God, and truth ; it contains

every thing that is honourable to God, or good for

man. So far as it prevails, men know the Lord,

believe in him, and love him. They will not hurc

and destroy one, another; but love and sympathize ;

following the example of their Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ. What a happy day will it be, when all

shall thus knovv' the Lord, from the least to the

greatest ! This happy day is fast approaching. Every

thing that occurs in the workl, conspires to bring it

forward. See its dawning in the delightful coalition of

parties exhibited in this Society ; in iheir united

zeal, love, and benevolence for those whose faces they

never saw, nor shall see upon earth. View it in the

picus zeal to win souls, already provoked in our own
nation, through the instrumentality of this Society ;

view it in tlic pleasing accounts we have had of the

woik of the Si)iri;, with the word, on the hearts of

poor benighted Hottentots. Thus while \ye com-
pare
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pare history with prophec}^ and clearly perceive pre-

dictions -confirmed by events which daily occur,

v^e cannot doubt the prescience and verity of the

great Jehovalv; but we shall anchor our hopes oa

his unerring word, and rejoice in the conlidence,

that his kingdom of grace is hastening to its final

consummation. Theh his glory will be fully dis-

pla^'ed, and the object of our missions fully answered,

— In the mean time, let us omit no effort in our

power, as agents or instruments, to further the de-

sign. Let US' consider the brevity and uncertainty

of our continuance in the world. A brother here

present, remarked to me the other evening, *« k
is now about ten years since I was last in town,

and how many of my brethren, then active in the

ministry, are now missing ! — they have finished their

work, and are called home." — Solemn thought !

my brethren, we shall all soon be m/issing in this

world ; it will not be in our power long to labour

in the word and doctrine, therefore let us double

our diligence.

A dear and leading brother *, whose conversation

has often delighted my heart, and whom 1 hoped
to find among us when I undertook my present of-

fice, is now with us no more; but vv^e believe he is

with JesusJ: not sorrowing that he laboured in the

word and doctrine; but rejoicing in glory with the

souls he won, and with those glorified ministers of

Jesus, who were once his companions in tribula-

tion, but now, v;ith him, are reaping the fruits

of their faith and labours of love. May the cause of

Christ and souls lie as near our hearts as it did to

his 1 and then, by and bye, we may hope to fini'^h our

course with similar joy ; and hear our great Master

say unto us, " Well done, good and faithlul servants,

enter ye into the joy of your Lord.'*

* Alluding to the death of the Rev. John IvvTc, of Hackncv,

late Secretary to the Society.
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SERMON IL

ST. PAUL'S CONDUCT,

A PATTERN FOR MISSIONARY EXERTIONS.

ROM. XV. £0, 21,

Yea, so have I strived to preach the goi^pel, tiot zehere Christ

was named, lest I should build upon another niansjoun'*
dation ; but as it is written, To whom he z'as not spoken of,

they shall see i and they that have not heard, shall under*
stand.

Men, Brethren, and Fathers,

Were my ability for the task equal to my love for

the cause, diffidence would give place to delight oa
this highly pleasing and interesring occasion. BuC
conscious of standing before so many of my revered

brethren, this respectal)le Society, and the thousands

of our British Israel, I cannot but feel how much I

need their indulgent attention. Submissive to their

commands, for such to me are their wishes, I enter,

without further apology, on the subject of our present

solemnity,—How most effectually to promote the sal-

vation of the heathen in all lands.

My aim will be to show, that as a Missionary So-
ciety, you are warranted, encouraged, and ought to be
animated, by the example of the great Apostle of the

Gentiles, the first of Missionaries. With this view lee

us consider,

I. The object he proposed—the instruction of the

heathen, *' as it is written. To whom he was not spokea
of, they shall see ^ and they that have not heard, shall

undcrsrand.** •

'

Iz II. The
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II. The means he employed—preaching the gos-
pel ;

*« yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not
where Christ was narned/'

III. The spirit by which he was actuated. He
would not preach where Christ was named : Why ?

'*Lest I should build upon another man's foundation."

Such is our plan. O thou Spirit of all truth, con-
descend to indulge us with thy presence in the discus-

sion !. ^Let thine own light and energy be present -to

explain and apply th£ truth to the heart !—We con-
sider,

I. The object the apostle proposed. The instruc-

tion of the heathen, " as it is written. To whom he was
not spoken of, they shall see -, and they that have noc

heard, shall understand."

. Here, brethren, it may be of advantage to turn our
attention to the situation in which the Gentiles were.

This will not only show the depths of moral and intel-

lectual wretchedness into which they had sunk, b-.it

also the excellence and necessity of the object the apos-

tle proposed.

The state of the heathen world, to employ the lan-

guage of figure, was a wilderness, a solitary plaice, a
desert. The dark places of the earth full of the ha-

bitations of cruelty. The habitation of devils—th^

hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean
and hateful bird. Such are the figures ; and they are

justified by the fact ; for, according to the sacred

writers.

The heathen walked in the vanity of theiV mind

—

were vam in their imaginations, and their foolish heart

was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise,

they became fools; held the truth in unrighteousness.

and sunk into the most stupid, senseless, and wretchea
idolatry. Idols immoveable, blind, deaf, and dumb,
the work of their uv/n hands, were the objects of their

worship. The things which they sacrificed, they sa-

(;rificcd to devils, and nc^t to God. They changed
the gioiy of the uncorruptible God into an image made
like Lo corruptible man i and to, birds and four-footecl

beastf
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beasts and creeping things. They changed the truth

of God into a He, and worshipped and served the

creature more than the Creator. They walked in las-

civiousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquet-

ings,. aiid abominable idolatries. They gave them-

selves up to work all uncleanness, with greediness. They
were filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wick-

edness, coveteousness, maliciousness ; full of envy,

murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, back-,

biters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters,

iaventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without

understanding, covenant breakers, without natural

affection, implacable, unmerciful. Though ihey knew
the judgment of God, even that they which do such

things are worthy of death, yet they not only did the

same, but had pleasure in those evil-doers.

Such are the outlines of the ancient Gentile world,

corroborated by the testimony of their own. poets,

historians, and philosophers. The express likeness of

the past^ may be -seen among the heathens of the^r^-

sent period. The resemblance is discovered in pro*

portion as the means of information increase.

The apostle affectionately considered their situation

:

he coolly weighed difficulties, support, and advan-

tages :—his bowels melted for them :—ail within him
was interested on their behalf. He rose indignant at

the tyranny exercised over them:—he had no rest in

his spirit until he attempted to dethrone the devil,

effect their rescue, and bnng them into the glorious

liberty of the sons of God.
. His object was nor merely to water v/hat others had
planted—raise a superstructure where the foundation

was aheady laid, or carry on instruction where the first

principles had been previously taught. No : fired with

an holy ambition to extend the kingdom of Messiah,

he strove to preach the gospel where Christ was not

named. This object, however novel, difficult, or dan-
gerous, was most necessary—likely to prove abun-
dantly useful, and would iti the review be highly con-

i^olatory. The line of labours, he chose for himself,

displays
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displays a spirit of enterprize, marks a degree of for-

titude, and manifests a warmth of love to souls, which
places his character in a very commanding view.

He, like you, had no political object in view : the

height of his ambition was, their conversion from
Heathenism to the religion of Jesus Christ. His
object was to bring them into a belief of the impor-
tant doctrines—to bring them into a steady uniform
practice of the charming precepts—to bring them into

a sweet enjoyment of the exalted pleasures, and to

interest them for ever in the supreme advantages of
Christianity.

But, however interesting, it was an object in which
be had much opposition to encounter* His difficul-

ties arose, not merely from the state of the heathen
world, which seemed to present those which were
insuperable, not merely from the deep- rooted preju-

dices and national pride of his unbelieving brethren,

who forbade the apostles to preach to the Gentiles,

that they might be saved ; but even many of the Jew-
ish converts were exceedingly hostile to the measure,

and kept themselves at an unchristian distance from
those miracles of grace. Better things might have
been expected ; but Lord, What is man ?

However great the difficulties, or distressing the

opposition, yet the apostle, having counted the cost,

did not relax in the pursuit of his object. He was
neither embarrassed nor enfeebled by doubt, respect-

ing the propriety of his endeavours for the advance-

ment of the kingdom of Christ among the heathen.

His was an enlightened zeal, firm, undismayed, and
active.

The propriety of the object, he knew, stood con-
firmed and vindicated from the example of the ant-

cient pious Jews, who ardently desired, and prayed for

the conversion of the Gentiles : *SLetthe whole earth

be filled with his glory ! amen and amen. When the

stranger shall come and pray towards this house, hear

thou in heaven, that all the people of the earth may
know thy name ^ to fear ihce as thy people Israel.'*

Reasoning
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Reasoning on the naciire and extent of onr Saviour's

commission, thespiri' and influence of Christianity, as

received ir.to the heart, and lived on by faith of the

operation of the Spirit ;—reasoning on the obligations

we arc under, to advantage men by every mean in

our power, and promoie the knowledge and true wor-

,ship of God,— 1 say, reasoning on these and numerous

topics which might be adduced, it conld not fail to

beget in his great and energetic mind, a thorough con-

viction, that his was an object deserving the coun-

tenance and support of every friend of God and man.

Though we need not multiply hints on the pro-

priety, yet it may be profitable to confider, whether

it was indeed an object of high importance; for in it

his whole soul was absorbed.

To us believing Gentiles, this is a consideration of

vast jntereft, and merits the most serious and grateful

attention. Revelation holds it up to our view,

clothed in all the rich variety, beauty, and energy of

figurative description.

When the subject of prophecy is the infinite advan-

tages and benign influence of Messiah's government^

as extending to the Gentiles,

—

then the parched

ground becomes a pool, and the thirsty land springs

of water; mountains are levelled, vallies exalted, the

crooked made straight, and the rough places plain.

T/ien, with wondering eyes, we see the wolf dwelling

with the lamb ; the leopard lying down with the kid ;

the calf and the young lion, and the tatding together.

The suckling child now plays on the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child purs his hand on the cockatrice

den. T/ie'/i, the eyes of the blind are opened, the ears

of the deaf unstopped, the lame man leaps as an hart>

a;id the tongue of the dumb sings. When the Gen-
tiles are numbered among the faithful in Christ Jesus,

tlien the wilderness and the solitary place are glad for

tlicm ; the desert rejoices, and blossoms as the rose ;

it blossoms abundantly, and rejoices even with joy

and singing. These indeed are figures ; but they are

ffch wi^^ i^K^'if^if^o* They place before us a most

astonishing
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astonishing and happy event. The representationir

cannot but be jusr, for God never speaks unworthy
of himself. His words, as well as acts, are always in

perfect character.

Such is the importance of this subject, that the pro-

phetic writings pronounce it one of those great occur-

rences which peculiarly illustrate the glory of God :

** For, from the rising of the sun to the going down
of the same, my name shall be great among the Gen-
tiles ; and in every place incense shall be offered unto

my name, and a pure offering ; for my name shall be
great among the heathens, saith the Lord God of

hosts." Good old Simeon, having heaven in full

prospect, celebrates, with prophetic lip, the praises of

the holy child Jesus ; not only as the glory of Israel,

but also (Hallelujahs to God.) as a light to lighten the

Gentiles, who sat in darkness and in the shadow of

death.

A door of faith being opened by the hand of a so-

vereign and merciful Providence, to the long-excluded

heathen, it caused an holy exultation in those who
understood the nature and extent, and enjoyed the'

liberty of the gospel. When Paul and Barnabas de-

clared the conversion of these outcasts, it was not

heard with cold approbation or careless indifference :

no, the inspired penman informs us, *' They caused

great joy unto all the brethren."

So important was the conversion of the heathen,

that it is considered, as a characteristic excellence of

the New Testament dispensation, that it placed this

great, this interesting event, beyo^id the reach of

doubt. It revealed, and it is the triumph of the gos-

pel that it did reveal, unto the holy apostles and pro-

phets, by the Spirit,"that the Gentiles should be fellow-

heirs of the same body, and partakers of his pro-

mise in Christ by the gospel :
*' To whom God

would make known what is the riches of the glory of

this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in

you, the hope of glory."

Hail, brethren I the salvation of God is sent unto us

Gentiles.
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Gentiles. To us he has grantee^ repentance unto life.

O, what obligation we are laid unutr to love him, and

live devoted to his praise ! To us salvation is sent;

and riow, we are no more strangers and foreigners,

but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the house-

hold of God. How o-rcat his love! How rich his .

grace ! How matchless his condescension ! Rejoice,

ye Gentiles, v/ich his people. Praise the Lord all ye

Gentiles, and laud him all ye people.

But we pass on. The apostle proposed the conver-

sion of the heathen. This was an arduous attempt.

It may be enquired, what had he to encourage him ?

Much every way.

The sacred predictions, brethren, would of course

arrest his attention, animate his hopes, and stimulate

his exertions. He knew, fron) the prophetic books

of scripture, that the enlargement of the church, by
the accession of very numerous throngs of Gentile

converts, was an event foretold, and rendered abso-

lutely certain by the v/isdom, power, and faithfulness

of God. That man, v/uh revelation open before

him, must be very inattentive, who does not perceive,

and very incredulous who does not acknowlecige, that

this subject forms a prominent feature of ancient pro-

phecy.

Who has not heard that, in the seed of Abraham-,

all the nanons of the earth were to be blessed ? To
our Divine Shiloh %vas and is the gathering of the

people to be. The heathen were to become liis inhe-

ritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth his pos-

session. The root of Jesse was to rise and reign over

the Gentiles; and in him tlie Gentiles were to trust.

He was the desire of all nations—promised as the

greatest, best of blessings to the desolate heathen.

To him gave all the prophets witness, as to that mighty

Deliverer, who w^as to bring out the prisoners from the

prison, and them that sat in darkness out of the pri-

son-house. These, with innumerable portions of pro-

phecy and promise, of which we cannot now speak

particularly, all breathing the same spirit, were doubt-

K less
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less a most plentiful spring—an inexhaustible foun-

tain of consolation to him in that glorious, though dit-

ficult work in which he was engaged.

In addition to the certainty of the Lord's visiting

the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his

name, O, how must the enlarged soul of holy Paul

have exulted m the prospect of the glory of the latter

day 1 This to him would be a feast of fat things j i
feast of wines on the lees ; of fat things full of mar-

fow ; of wines on the lees, well refined. He knew
that the diffusion of evangelical truth would ultimately

extend to every nation in the world. The final tri-

umph of our Lord, and the universal happiness of his

glorious reign, shine as stars of the first magnitude in

the heaven of revelation.

No, my hearers, this is not a specious, and unreal

creation of fancy, but the genuine offspring of revealed

truth. There is a fulness of the Gentiles yet to come
in. The God of heaven hath set up the kingdom of

his dear Son in our world, and it must stand tor ever.

Neither earth nor hell shall overthrow it. Though
it has not yet, it nevertheless shall, in due time, break

in^pieces, and consume the eastern and western Anti-

christ, rend the veil from off the Jews, and ruin all

the idolatry of the heathen world. The Ancient of

Days has given to the Son of man, by an unalterable

decree, '* Dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that

all ()eople, nations, and languages should serve him.

Hib dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall

not pass away; and his kingdom that which shall not

be destroyed. And the kingdom and dominion, and

the greatness of the kingdom, under the whole hea-

ven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the

Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting king-

dom ; and all nations shall serve and obey him." Here,

brethren, is evidence that presses upon us with strong

and irresistible light. Charming, lovely, animating

prospect ! O, happy, happy, unspeakably happy days

!

Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies

pour down nghicousncss ! Come, Lord Jesus, come
quicl^ly-

Having
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Having considered the ohjecJ the apostle proposed^

let lis now turn our attention to,

II. The means he employed : this was preaching

the gospel :
" yea, so have I strived to preach the gos-

pel where Christ was not named/*

This is truly an interesting topic. Its value is far

above rubies : it is of more worth than the golden

wedge of Ophir. Riches and honour, yea durable

riches and righteousness, are connected with it. The
fruit it produces is better than gold, yea than fine

gold. It is good news—glad tidings from the court

of heaven, to restless, wretched, worthless, guilty, con-

demned, helpless, apostate man

!

Had we time, we might dwell on this invaluable

gospel as an unexampled standard of doctrine, af-

fording us the justest and most enlarged views of God.

Here we discover a triune Jehovah, Father, Son, and

Spirit; and on the ground of divine authority, believe

that infinite mystery, a Trinity of co-equal persons in

the one undivided essence. This word of lite places

the character of Jehovah in the most lovely, amiable,

interesting, and encouraging light. This is that mir-

ror, from which is reflected, with consummate truth

and lustre, the glory of the divine perfections. Yet,

here the refulgent glories of the Deity are softened

clown to our trembling spirits, by the appearing of our

God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. They become all

endeared by the displays of eternal covenant-love,

frorti which flow the gladdening streams of compas-

sion, mercy, and grace.

Here Gpd is brought nigh to our world. He ap-

pears swaying an universal sceptre, as the King of na-

|:ions ; and fulfilling his eternal, just, wise, immutable,

and unsearchable piuposes, by the use of instrumental

means. JSIozv not an atom floats unobserved by the

eye, or undirected by the wisdom of God, Here he

reveals himself, managing with all that distinguishes

a parent, and infinitely beyond all that a parent can

possess, the concerns of his church. Thus he pro-

duce? resignation, cherishes confidence, and calls our

K z attention
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attention to a future state of righteous retribution,- in

which the ungodly shall receive their ju-st punishment,

and saints be elevated to all the honours of an eternal

world.

In ihis gospel the transcendent beauties of holiness

are displayed, and the bevitching (naslc removed from
off the face of Sin. Here it stands all exposed in the

hatefulness of its nanire—in the horrid deformity of

its featuies, and in the avvfiil consequences which it

involve? ; wl ile Holiness appears as the moon, w^lk*

ing in her brighmess, attended by a train ol ihesiima*

ble advantages.

Ic is this which holds up a'-faithful glass to man, in

vi'hich he may see himself in his true state—a ruined

sinner. The mystery of iniquity in his heart is made
bare, and the great deep of wickedness within broken
lip. Here, and here only, man appears as he really is.

Here the false colourmg is rubbed ofi, his trappings

torn from him, and the sandy foundations" of false

hope are swept away as with a whirlwind.

in this precious gospel we behold an established

method of salvation, honourable to God, and ad van*

tageous to m.an. Here dignity and condescension,

ri:iercy and truth, justice and grace, faithfulness and
love, unite to form a shelter, a refuge for rhe misera-

ble and the desperate. O, the height, the depth, the

length, the breadth of sacred love, as manifested in

the recovery of ruined sinners! Its dimensions hold

ail human and angelic m.easurement at defiance :—it

passeth knowledge. O, sirs, nothing ishort of infinite

understanding can comprehend infinite and eternal

love.

jR;//7; in this revelation of free mercy, through a

divine Mediator, is essential to salvation. It is the

report of him who cannot lie. Men are bound ta

believe,the God of truth. His authority is as equally

the ground of faith as of morals. Sinners disbelieve

the gospel, but not with impunity. All whom^letr,
reject, or despise it, are condemned already. The
w'rath ot God abiderh on them. He tiiat belie v^th not,

shall
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shall be -damn^J' ; but he who believes in the Lord
Jesus ChrisH shdli be sciyed. On account of his me^
diatorial righteousness, received by faith, God will

deal with the believer as though he were perfectly

righteous 111 his own person. The law, which before

cursed him as a sinner, now wiih honour to itself,

justifies hiin from all things.

In this gospel is the same complete salvation for self-

righteous-moralists, and the most abandoned charac-

ters. Though ** fornicators, or idolaters, or adulterers,

or effeminate, or abusers of themselves with mankind,
.or thieves, or covetous, or drunkards, or extortioners,"

yet, endless praises to rich grace, such have been, and
such yet may be washed, sanctified, justified in the

jname of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
<3od."

Jesus died a suhslitiile for the ungodly, and those

who are without strength. He, the spotless, ever

blessed, was made a curse for filthy accursed sinners.

Pardon, justification, and heaven are through him,,

They are as /r^^ for us as the air we breathe. " Now
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.'*

Profiig...'te sinners Jesus came to seek, and to save the

lost. His precious blood cleanses from all sin. Do
you doubt whether it can cleanse you ? May God
help yeu to come and try. Our Saviour says,

"Come; the Spirit and the bride say, come; and let

him that heareth, say, come ; and let him that is

athirst, come ; and whosoever will, let him take of the

water of life freely." Say ye, who are trembling on
the precipice of destruction, are not these glad
tidings ? Are they not enough to make even the brow
of Melancholy weai^ a srnile, and cause the tongue of
the dumb to sing for joy of heart? Self-righteous

morahsts, attend to the voice of truth. Hear, and
your souls shall live. It is as easy to scale licaven as

to obtain justification by the deeds of the law. O,
ihat God would give you a feeling apprehension of that

great truth ! Christ is the end of the law for righte-

ousness, to every one $hat believeth.

God,
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God, by the gospel, commands, invites, encou-

rages, and urges us to be reconciled to himself. Our
Saviour never did, he will not, he cannot cast out any

that go to him. Blessings on his dear name ! it is

the joy of his heart to save them that are ready to

perish ! Only believe in the Lord Jesus, then the sa-

cred, infinite, and eternal Three-One are your ac«

knowledged portion for ever. Pardon, grace, and
glory are then yours by the unchangeable gift of God.
O, what streams of blessings are perpetually flowing

from Jehovah's love-—from the vast abyss of his un-

fathomable love 1 Well, however vast the ocean,

however rich the streams, believe in our precious Sa^

viour, and all is yours for both worlds.

The gospel, brethren, by which the apostle sought

to convert the heathen, not only contains doctrines to

instruct, but commands to regulate. It might be

dwelt on, as affording not merely a good, or the best,

but a perfect system of morals : a system of morals

in which nothing is wanting—in which not any thing

is capricious, unnecessary, hard, or unjust ; but all is

holy, just, and good. A system of morals, in which

shine, with unclouded brightness, the wisdom, purity,

rectitude, and goodness of Christ, as King of Zion

and Head of the church.

Here is provided all that light of divine teaching

which is necessary to penetrate our thick darkness ;

and here is held forth to our view, all that influence

of the Holy Spirit which is needful to renew the

heart for God. Without this light and influence, the

glory of evangelical truth will be hidden to the na-

tural man; without the instruction and power of the

Spirit of truth, he will not receive the things of the

Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him ; nei-

ther can he know them, for they are spiritually dis-

cerned. It is in the light of the Spirit that we behold

the light of life, and in his light alone.

We might view the powerful motives by which this

invaluable gospel actuates to all holy obedience, an4

the interesting ends which it proppses. To these

might
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might be added, the exceeding great and precious

promises by which it supports the weak, fortifies the

fearful, animates the languid, and fills the mourner
with joy and peace. We might review those impor-

tant admonitions, needful cautions, and weighty ex-

hortations, by which .conformity to the moral and imi-

table perfections of God is promoted.

. It might be enlarged on, not as indulging suplneness,

but stimulating zeal. It calls on us to give all dili-

gence to make the evidence of our calling and elec-

tion sure. It wisely connects the end and the means,

the duty and the privilege, the exhortation and the

promise. Here perseverance appears as much a duty

commanded, as a blessing promised. The one, rous-

ing us from indolence, the other causing us to rejoice

in hope of the glory of God, and inspiring us with

confidence, amidst the struggles of the Christian

conflict.

In attending to the glad tidings which the gospel

brings, we might medicate with delight on the solid

foundation it lays for the triumph of believers over

the World, Sin, Death, and Hell. The infinitely

superior advantage which it proposes, sinks all the

world can offer, into the depths of comparative vanity

or disgust. The just, yet glowing charms of gospel-

hohness, without operating on a correspondent prin-

ciple within, makes the soul turn with abhorrence

from sin, and causes it to seek a closer resemblance

to him, who is the bright example of a Christian's

copy. In the matchless conquest of our precious

Emmanuel, Faith beholds the crown of Death fallen,

his sceptre broken, and the King of Terrors converted

into a messenger of peace. Hell, with all its indescri-

bable and inconceivable, yet just horrors, was^ but is

?toL The thunders of the law are all hushed into

eternal silence. The lightnings of Jehovah's wrath

no longer flash ;—his arrows are withdrawn ;—^he bow
of his vengeance appears unbent, and the flaming

sword of justice is honourably and for ever sheathed.

The terrors of the Almighty have all passed bv, and
we
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we arc now waiting for his Son from Heaven, even

Jesus, who delivered us from the wrath to come.

Yes, we might well stop, contemplate, admire,

exult in, and adore the confirmation which the gospel

gives, and the illustration it affords of a happy immor-
talfty. Through the medium of this light, we may
discover it, and rejoice in hope of that state in which
every spot shall be efiaced, and every wrinkle smooth-

ed; a state in which Zion shall appear the perfection

of beauty, the admiration of angels, and the beloved

bride of Jehovah's co-equal^ co-essential, and co-eter-

nal Son.

It is in this light we learn the enlarged comprehen-

sion, unmixed pleasures, heights of honour, depths of

devotedness, and unspeakable nt-arness to God, which
await those who love him. It is by faith in this word
of truth, that we understand there is an intimate fel-

lowship, into which we shall be introduced, with

those ministering spirits, who rank highest in the scale

of created being. 1 hey rejoiced in our conversion ;

they now affectionately regard us, and then will- join

to swell with us the sono; of uraise to him who is

Lord of all.

This gospel, brethren, might be considered not aS

degrading or prohibiting the use of the human facul-

ties, but allowing, encouraging, and regulating their

exercise. " Paul, as his manner was, went in unto

ihem, and three Sabbath-days reasoned with them, out

of the Scriptures. The gosp>el is not meant to extin-

guish the dim taper of natural religion ; it is given to

confirm, enlarge, and enforce those truths which are

discoverable from Creation by the light of reason.

3t ascertains whnt v;as doubtful, ur2;es that which is

Tight, and makes more than meridian discoveries of

additional and infinitely superior truths to us, as guilty

helpless creatures. He therefore t'nat rejects the gos-

]>el, well dcseives the damnation which God has

threatened.

This gofpel might be beheld as a system of unmix-
ed, unsophisticated, everlasting truth. It is connected

With,
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with, surrounded an i illuminated by, all thatextefrnal

and internal evidence which is necessary to prove its

divine origin. It might be heard allowing, welcom-

ing, and uri^ing'our examination of its high and all-

superior claims: yea, it mi^:nt be seen blessing the

real enquu-er after the path of hfe, with such disco-

veries as constrain him to exclaim, " Thanks be to

God for his unspeakable gift
!"

Such views, brethren, as I have barely suggested,

afford us ground of triumph, of animated triumph,

over the Pagan world, Mahomedan imposture, Romish
superstition, and the empty cavils of the pretended

Age of Reason. They establish our views of this

gospel, as being the word of truth ; yea, the gospel of

God. They show the incalculable advantages it pro-

poses to guiltv apostate man ; and demonstrate it (a

faithful saying)—Worthy of all men to be received.

This is that gospel, brethren, which the apostle

fully preached ; and by which the altars of Satan have

been thrown down, his groves rooted up, the mouths

of his oracles stopped, his temples razed, and him-

self cast from the honours of pretended Godhead, int^

the bottomless depths of dijsgrace, infamy, and horror.

This is that gospel which was victorious in days of

old, making the Gentiles obedient by word and deed :

this is that gospel which triumphed over the grossest

ignorance and superstition : this is that gospel which

so gloriously triumphed over the most consummate

pride, supreme attachment to this world, and awfully

licentious conduct.

Have the victories of evangelical truth ceased ? ,

Has it gained its meridian ? No, no : see how in

marches on, from conouerino; to conquer ! Its victo-

rious energy appeprs in our days not only in the con-

version of the very dregs of mankind, but even har-

dened infidels ; and proud, boastinp;, deeply prejudiced

moralists, convicted by its evidence, and won by its

inestimable advantages, enlist under its banner, and

seek to spread its growing fame.

But time would fail me to tell of the illustrious

L conquests
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conquests it has atchieved, and its suitableness as a
mean to the end the apostle had in view j let us there-

fore pass on to observe,

III. The spirit by which he was actuated.—He
would not preach where Christ was named : Why ?

** Lest I should build upon another man's foundation."

This particular feature of the apostle's spirit, is

beautiful and commanding. He would not preach
where Christ was named, lest he should build on
another man's foundation; lest he should seem to as-

sume to himself the reputation due to others. On
this single, yet highly important trait, we might en-

large to advantage. However, 1 do not design to

confine myself to this one excellence, but shall at-

tempt a sketch of his charming spirit, from a larger

range of reflection. This liberty, brethren, I trust,

you will allow, for the sake of more general use-

fulness.

Among the numerous remarks which might be
made, and the various excellencies which press on our.

view, all tending to exalt his character, it must be
obvious, that in his Missionary Plans and Exertions,

He did not aim at temporal advantages :—no, these

he gladly sacrificed. To promote the salvation of the
heathen, he became a pensioner on the bounty of
others, and laboured, working with his own hands.
He was instructed both to beYuil and to be hungry;
was in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

His bitterest enemies could not impute to him the
love of a life of ease :—his was an active scene. He
was all heart for God. He laboured in season and
out of season. "For me to live is Christ." Toils
and extreme hardships marked the road he volunta-
rilytrod :

—*' In weariness and painfulness, in watchings
often. In labours more abundant; in journeyings
often ; beside that which cometh upon me daily, the
care of all the churches."

His was a line of labours, in which he cheerfully-

exposed himself to the most imminent dangers, and
readily subjected himself to the greatest personal guf-

feiings.
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ferings. Our apostle stood rhc mark, at which Per-
secution launched her envenomed shafts. He had
been often wounded, and that severely ; hut, confiding

in the omnipotent care ofJehovah Jesus, he was undis-
mayed at the prospect of danger, and possessed a
steady fortitude amidst the severest conflicts. He was
ready to be bound or suffer, either at Jerusalem or
Rome. 1 he sacrifice was ready, wherever the altar

might be raised. The terrors of a natural or violent

death, were all removed by the exercise of faith on
him, who had taken out the sting o{ death, and by
the bright prospects which his exaltation gave of a

future world. thence, while himself and brethren

were accounted but as sheep for the slaughter, he
could avow, in the language of animated triumph,
*« Nay, in all these things we are more than conquer-

ors, through him that hath loved us.'' Go ye, who
shrink from danger, and read in the eleventh chapter

of the second epistle to the Corinthians, the catalogue

of the active services and passive sufferings of this first

of Missionaries, all crowned at last with cheerful,

honourable martyrdom. Wonderful man ! O the

power of that grace, which made and kept him what
he was ! One cannot but admire his spirit, and love

his memory. But say, does it not recall to your re-

membrance him whom, not having seen, you love ?

Ah, when you think aright of the sufferings of Jesus,

then those of holy Paul are but as the drop mingling

with the ocean.

As the aposile's was not a life of ease, so neither did

he devote himself to the service of the heathen, to

enjoy the gratifications o{ sense. He was the living

example ot that mortification which he universally

taught, and so strenuously urged on others :
" 1 keep

under my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that

by any means, when i have preached unto others, I my-
selt should be a cast away. Ye are witnesses, and
God also, how holily, and justly, and unhlameable, we
behaved ourselves among you that believe." Such
was he ;— God grant that such we may be !

L2 No



76 ST. Paul's conduct, a pattern

No carnal desires were admitted to fetter him in the

pursuit of his great object. He kept his heart, thro*

the Spirit, with all diligence. His eagerness to labour

amongst the idolatrous Gentiles, was not to feed his

eyes on the just proportion of figure, or to gaze on the

fascinating charms of female beauty : to him, the sex

appeared as it really is, an essential part of the happi-

ness of society ; the help-meet for man ; and without

v^'hich, all earthly good would become partially

eclipsed, lose its flavour, and sink in the enjoyment^

He urged their claim to all that is tender, sympathetic,

affectionate, and respectable from man. He consi-

dered marriage as honourable in all ; and asserted his

right to lead about a sister in the faith, his wife, as

,well as other apostles, and the brethren of the Lord
and Cephas, Yet, though he maintained his right, he

devoted himself to a single life, that he might be more
at iibert^^ to enlarge his sphere of usefulness.

It was not to indulge a restless spirit, or gratify an
idle curiosity, that he so far extended the line of his

labours.^ His mind was too deeply impressed with

the unhappy state of the Gentiles, and too highly ele-

vated, by an enlarged and frequent communion with

God, to be actuated by an unwan-antabie love of no-

velty. Activity was conspicuous in and essential to

our apostle ; but not a line of h^itual restlessness ap-

pears to shade his character : his spirit was so happily

tranquilized by " that peace which passeth all under-

standing," that he was sweetly at rest in God his pro-

per centre ; solacing himself in him as his highest

good.

An over-forward disposition, eagerly catching at

every new object, and forcing himself on the notice

of others, was that for which none could justly cen-

surfe him. His loins were already girt, ready to assist

in every laudable attempt to spread the truth : yet he

was humble, affectionate, and ready to profit by every

friendly useful hint. He did not overvalue his own
judgment, dogmatize to ail around, or smile super-^

dliously on the opinions of those v/ho were in Christ

befo e
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before him. Aware of such folly, and the danger to

^ which it exposes, he paid a due respeci 'o the age,

talents, and experience of others :
^' I cctiiiiunicated

Vnto them thac gospel which 1 preach among the

Gentiles, but privately to them wiiich were of reputa-

tion, lest by any means I should run, or had run ia

vain."

Our apostle devoted himself to labour among the

heathen. He chose this sphere, because his whole

soul was in it. This was the spirit which actuated

him, possessed him, the element in which he breathed.

The state of his mind was not that of lukewarmness

or indifference. He was all alive to the interest of

Christ ; his zeal burned with a clear, steady, rising

flame- his bowels yearned within him, over sinners ;

he panted for the conversion of the heathen world ;

he had great heaviness and continual sorrow in his

heart for his brethren, his kinsmen, according to the

flesh, who rejecteu Christ. In a word, his life was,

through grace, entirely dedicated to the service of

God and man.
In preaching Christ among the heathen, he was not

influenced by the base motive of pride, wishing to ren-

der himself an object of high distinction in the Chris-

-tian church, His Missionary labours were not in-

tended to perpetuate his own honours : though he

duly appreciated the approbation of others, yet the

praise of worms was not his food ; nor was he inflated

by self-applause. Char;\cter with him, was only of

importance as it recommended the gospel-, obviated

objections of his enemies, and accelerated his Missi-

onary progress :— he was behind no man in carrying

the gospel to every creaiure :— he strove to excel in

doing good ; but it was not to catch the eye, and call

forth the prase of men. True, he sought praise ;

but it was the approving smile of Heaven to which he

aspired. He indeed aimed at distinction ;
yet, like

his blessed Master, it was to do the will ol God in pro-

moting the salvation of lost sinneis. Yes, he did

glory,— he did rise into animated triumph,— he did

soar
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soar on more than eagles wings. But tell me, bre-

thren, what produced this extatic triumph ? say,

what filled him with this seraphic glow ? It was in

the cross, the atoning cross of Christ, as securing, and

as magnified in the present and everlasting salvation

of the chief of sinners.

Let us now view the apostle in circumstances, which
of ail others, brought his charming spirit to the test.

You recollect, that some opposed hirn most unwor-
thily, gpposed him with all the rage of party-zeal,

with all the uncharitableness of censure," and with all

the ill-will that could characterize a factious spirit ;

'making even their Christian ministrations the vehicle

of their unchristian abuse. Do you expect to hear

him thunder o.t his anathemas } Are you looking for

the lightnings of his wrath? If so, you hearken, but

hear not; you look but in vain. Did he employ his

various talents to render them the objects of ridicule,

contempt, and infamy ? He did not. He was ac-

tuated by an infinitely superior spirit. If good were

but done, be the talents, motive, or mode what it

might, it increased his joy, as ultimately promoting

• truth and salvation; ''Some indeed, preach Christ

even of envy and strife -, and some also of good-will.
' The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely,

supposing to add affliction to my bonds. But the

other of love, knowing that 1 am set for the defence of

the gospel. What then ? Notwithstanding every

way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is

preached, I therein do rejoice, yea, and will re-

joice."

Among the various lights in which we have placed

this man of God, there js one in which his spirit and

conduct appears peculiaily endearing. With me it

is a favourite point of view. I mean his temper and
behaviour to the newly-converted Gentiles. Does he

assume forbidding airs toward iheni ? he is as a father

amidst his family. Docs he sit all-dictatorial in the

Kabbi's chair ? '' To the weak I became weak." Does

he indulge a captious^ sour, reserved, unsocial dispo-

sition ?
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sition? '* We were gentle among you, as a nurse

Gberisheth her children." None tremble to approach

him; none suffer from slight or neglect ; no tenvlcr,

diffident spirit is wounded by the language of harsh-

ness ; nor are any Christian's feelings pained by sar-

castic remark :
'« Being affectionately desiroi;s of you,

we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the

gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because

ye were dear unto us.'* Paul was not a whit behind

the very chicfest of the apostles. He could be wise

with the wise ; shining as a bright orb, when amongst

the most distinguished stars. But did he aim to

dazzle, confound, and make ashamed those of low

degree, by a studied display of his talents, vast intel-

lectual stores, or the great things God had wrought by

him? O no, quite the reverse; '* Gpd forbid that I

should glory, save in the cross."

But we must now take a last view of the apostle

;

and that is the view in which the text places him; he

would not preach where Christ was already named.

Not that he was a man by himself, of affected singula-

rity, who undervalued the labours of the brethren, and

loved to stand alone. Not that he was desirous of

becoming the head of a party, contracted in their

views, chviding in their aims, censorious in their dis-

position, and whose lips were to be employed in sound-

ing forth his praise. Such views were hv from his

mind. Such motives and conduct he considered as

carnal ; not the mmhood, but the babyism of religion.

But why would he not preach, in certain cases,

where Christ was named ?— '' Lest I should build on

another man's foundation;" that is, as already ob-

served, lest he should seem to assume to himself the

reputation due unto others.

This affectionate, steady care for the reputation of

his brethren, manifests how very superior he rose to a

spirit of envy, pride, and self-conceit. It proves he

felt the force of that command, '' Thou shait love

thy neighbour as thyself. " It bhows the high degree

cf his faith, which, working by love, will abhor a spirit
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of detraction. To see the brethren rise, exalted his

joy— to commend their excellencies, was his delight j
'

and to guard their character, his steady aim. Careful

of the reputation of others, he would not, could not,

dilate with pleasure on the infirmities of the brethren,

caricature their foibles, or throw obstacles in the way
of their usefulness.

But we are not to conclude, because he was thus

anxious to secure and promote the reputation of the

brethren, he winked at that which was censurable ; or

countenanced what was disgraceful. No; he met
such cases with spirit and firmness. But, tender of

the reputation of others, he doubtless examined re-

ports with candour, patience, and impartial justice

;

turning away with abhorrence from all such as would
make divisions. In judging of men, and determining

the extent of a fault, he would make every necessary

allowance for the temptations and inexperience of

youth ; and also, for the many and growing infirmities

of advanced years. When the brethren were over-

taken in a fault, he aimed to restore them in the spirit

of meekness, considering himself as not secure from
the assaults and prevalence of temptation.

Charming man, thou didst not pine with envy, on
account of the growing popularity of any ; nor seek by
the weight of thine influence or example, to sink their

rising reputation into obscurity or disgrace. Thou
wast ever among the foremost to exhibit their worth,

and introduce them to a larger sphere, by the unsought
kindness of recommendation. Yes, thou admiredsc

the talents and exuliedst in the usefulness of others;

pleased. to train up a young Timothy for the useful

service.—We have dwelt with pleasure on thy temper,

as illustrating and confirniing the reality, power, and
blessed effect of divine influence. Yes, we hear thee

say, '* Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark
them which walk so, as ye have us for an example."

Adieu, lovely character,— amiable spirit, — man of

God, farewell.

We have now, brethren, gone through the plan that

was
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was laid down. We have considered, vvidi respect to

the Missionary labours of the apostle, the object he

proposed, — The instruction of the Gentiles, to whom
Christ was not spoken of. We have examined what
were the means he employed— preaching the gospel,

and preaching it fully. The spirit by which he vras

actuated has passed in review before us; and, I trust,

you have approved, admired, and are determined to

aim at a closer resemblance. The discussion of these,

I hope, has not been foreign to the design of our

meeting.

We shall now summon the lltde strength, and em-
ploy the time that remains, by endeavouring to en-

courage and animate this Society in the blessed work
in which it is engaged.

Men, Brethren, and Fathers,

You who are united to promote the salvation of the

distant heathen, permit me to remark, as fraught with

encouragement, a few outlines, in which a consider-

able likeness appears between this Society and the

chief of Missionaries in my text.

With the apostle, you have attentively viewed and
deeply felt for the wretched state of the heathen. You
are eager to impart the blessings of Christianity to the

unenlightened Gentiles. Launched as they are into

an ocean of peril and wretchedness, with no compass to

direct, no friendly star to guide to the haven of satis^

faction or safety, you send them that chart, that more
than polar star, guided by which, under God, they

cannot fail of gaining the shores of a blissful immor-
tality. You aim to diffuse the knowledge of him,

whom to know is life eternal ; to make them, not par-

tizans, but genuine Christians ; worshippers of God
in spirit and. in truth. These are the objects to

which you are professedly and solely attached. They
breathe a spirit of humanity; a Godlike spirit, highly

honourable to that gospel which is the object of your
faith.

WJhile ardently solicitous for the success of every

Other missionary exertion, and ready to render every

M help.
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help, yet with Paul you prefer and propose, as your

principal aim, to introduce the gospel where Christ is

not named. Villages where the truth is not heard, or

situations in which only farther assistance is required,

though not the most pressing, are certainly not the

least considerable objects of attention. You have

considered them in this light : you have commended,
and do still commend them to those at home, who
have inclination and abiHty ; but chusing your own
sphere, you, with the apostle, stretch 3'our wings for

distant climes, and seek the salvation of the Gentiles

who are far off.

This object the apostle found connected with many
difficulties and great discourageinenrs. You also have

shared his portion. That support, which was either to

be desired or expected, in some instances fliiled. It

is to be regretted, that any, whose praise is in the

churches, should have appeared untriendly, if not

hostile. Nor have there been wanting those who op-
posed on no better ground than unexamined informa-

tion, and mere surmise. It lias been your lot to be

represented as overheated by fanaticism and the spirit

of pride and party. Abuse has been made to supply

the want of argument ; and the undeserved smile of

contempt has not unfrequently lighted upon you.

Even admitting you have erred in some instances,

and to err is human,— yet certainly, you have not

merited that harshness with which you have been
treated.

But to increase the weight of difficulty and discou-

ragement, you were called to experience a series of

disappointinents, which then agitated your fears and
tortured you by anxiety. The first days of this So-

ciety, how uncommonly bright and promising ! You
sailed smoothly dov/n the current ; and the future,

riJi in blessings, seemed already present. We with

you, were the subjects of joyous sanguine hope. But
events gradually checked too liasty coiifidence. By
these, you were taught to submit to interruptions and
disappointments ; and were better fitted for that v.'ork

in which you arc now engaged. I congratulate you,

brethren. I
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brethren, that you did not sink under those painful

discouragements. The divine arm was underneatii

you ; and therefore, amidst all, like the devoted Paul,

though you felt (and who, under those circumstances,

could not but fee!) yet you were not suffered to relin-

quish your object. At length the clouds began to

disperse, the prospect cleared, and now, thanks be to

God, it brightens on you. Good news is heard. Ap-
pearances in different parts of Africa, from Otaheite,

and elsewhere, are singularly encouraging. They call

on you not to indulge, for a moment, a desponding

thought; but, in the name ofJehovah Jesus, to setup

your i:)anners, and endeavour to spread the conquests

of truth.

A strong line of likeness between this Society and

the apostle is, that it not only prays but acts. The
exertions you have made are before the world ; and

v/ill unquestionably prove a lasting monument of the

influence of the word of life

—

'' the love of Christ

constraineth us.'* And, what has made you to differ

fi'om those who are unconcerned as to the moral,

spiritual, and future state of the heathen world ? Is it

not engraven on the heart ? Is it not the inwrought

sentiment of this Society— '^ It is by the grace of God
v^^e are what we are?'* Members, Directors, believe

YQ this ? I know ye believe and exult in the truth of

the fact.

I cannot but remark, that the same general argu-

ments which demonstrated the propriety of the apos-

tle's design, will justify, yea, ought to animate your

endeavours. The advancement of the interest of our

Saviour, the commission he gave to evangelize the

world, the request he has taught us daily to make,
" thy kingdom come," the prayers and desires of the

ancient pious Jews and of believers in every period,

the obligations v/e are under to extend the knowledge

and promote the love of God and the eternal welfare

of others, with the consciousness that every converted

heathen is an offering acceptable to God, of more

worth than worlds*,-—these are arguments not enfeebled

M 2 by
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by the advance of ages ; they retain all their past

vigour, and successfully defend you, equally with the

apostle, from the charge of impropriety in the object

pt your pursuit. We add,

The same encouragements, which animated and
confirmed this chief of Missionaries, are proposed to

you. Prophetic, declarations of gracious promises,

connected with Almighty power, unerring wisdom,
and unshaken fidelity, may well stimulate the languid,

fix the wavering, and cherish in you, Vvho are more
firm, increasing zeal and growing confidence. In the

traits of this likeness, it is to be observed, that

The object the apostle proposed, embraced advan-

tages of the most exalted kind. You, in the instruc-

tion of the heathen, propose the same spiritual and
eternal good for them as he did, and on the same
ground -, the free proclamation of m.ercy, without ex-

ception, on account of country, degree of guilt, depth
of wretchedness, or estrangedness from God. His
end, as well as object, is yours. You are influenced

by the same motives, and echo back the same prin-

ciples.

It is an animating truth, that the same spiritual and
.eternal blessings are connected with the conversion

of the heathen, by your instrumentality, as were with

the successful labours of the apostle of the Gentiles.

An heathen brought to believe, through your Mis-
sionaries, is equally a fellow-citizen of Zion, an heir

of God, and a joint heir with Jesus Christ, as those

seals which were set to the Mission of the apostle.

There is no difference for sinners brought to believe,

whether Otaheitan, African, or Hottentot ; they are

all one in Christ Jesus with the Barbarian, Scythian,

bond and free, called in the first age of Christianity.

The Gentiles, to whom you have been privileged to

send the gospel of salvation, are, without controversy,

equally the subjects of sacred prediction as those in

former times. A door of faith opened to them,
whether in the Southern Isles, Cafiraria, or in whatever
part, is an event big with joy^—and calls on us to

glorify
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glorify God in the .spirit and recorded language of an-'

cient believers—" Then hath God also to the Gentiles

granted repentance unto hfe." How pleasing to ob-

serve, in this general likeness, that

The means you adopt for evangelizing the distant

heathen, are those employed by the apostle himself!

even the gospel of God our Saviour. And, may we
not hope, that this dew from Heaven will fertilize?

Yes, it must fertilize the chosen spot, though all

around remain a barren^ waste. Where the great

trumpet of the gospel is blown, there, we trust, are

those to come for salvation who are. ready to perish.

When the living waters go out from Jerusalem, is it

not to heal ? Where the word of life is sent, there we
believe are those ordained unto eternal life; and the

gospel is sent, to bring them into the way of enjoy-

ment. Far be the thought from us, that the God of

wisdom and love sends the gospel, in his providence^

to any place without a design ; or that his design in

sending it is, that men may have an opportunity of

rejecting the glad tidings, and so sink into deeper

guilt and condemnation I Surely, this is not his ob-

ject, believe it who will. No ;• where the gospel goes,

blessings ahways follow in its train; and converts ulti-

mately prove the energy of grace; Jehovah's word of

truth never returns to him void. He who cannot lie,

avows, " It shall accom.piish that which 1 please ; and

it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." When-
ever, and wherever, he sends the rod of his strength

outofZion, it is to make his people vv'illing in the

day of his power. Though three of the grounds in

which the gospel-seed was sown proved barren, yet in

one of the four, the seed vegetated and brought forth

fruit ; in some converts thirty, in some sixty, and in

others an hundred fold. He then that sows, should

sow m hope; he who plants expects a growth ; and

he that waters should not be discouraged, though un-
believers remain unfruitful; for as one observes, they

are watered only as the w^eeds are watered, which is for

ihe flowers' sake. Such are my viev/s. I make no pre-

tensions
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tensions to infallibility. Let those who hear, judge

"with candour.

But I hasten on : It is with pleasure, my dear and

honoured brethren, that, on a careful review, I feel

niyself warranted in saying.

You have, in your Missionary labours, drank much
into the spirit of the apostle;— you have acted by his

j-QJe ;— you have been influenced by his motives ^
—

you have employed the same means in your attempts

to diuuse the knowledge of him, whom to know is

life eternal. That you in some degree have caught

it, is not to be denied. To deny this, were unjust to

God, who has given ; to you, who have received the

blessings and to that Christian love which hopeth all

things.

The apostle longed, yea he burned with zeal : he

was impelled, by love to God and man, to plant the

gospel where Christ had not been spoken of. You
liolely, cheerfully, yea, I will add, liberally, and with

steady disinterested perseverance, unite your abilities

to promote the sam.e important end.

He aimed at eclipsing the glory of no one, but

gave honour to whom honour was due. So superior

was he to that spirit which aims to rise by sinking

others, that he would not so much as build upon any

man's foundation, lest he should seem to Assume to

himself the credit due to another. You, brethren, I

know would trample on the idea of a claim to eqilal

attainments. Yet, to the glory of the grace of God,

it might be asked, What Evangelical Mission has this

Society attempted to throw into the shade ? Who can

rise up and justly charge it with assuming that repu-

tation, which is due to others ? The useful and disin-

terested labours of the Wesleyan connection— the

prudtnr, steady, and unanimous efforts of the Baptist

Mission, rich in hope

—

^the noble, persevering, self-

denying, and successful exertions of the Moravians,

and every evangelical attempt of the establishment, it

has noticed with affectionate respect, and assisted by

fervent prayer. With them, this Society are fellow-

labourers
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labourers in the common cause ; rivals without jea-

lousy, and competitors without envy.

None could accuse our apostle of obtruding his la*

hours where assistance was not required. He was
ever ready to assist ; but never a disturber of the peace
and comfort of others by intrusion. And who, know-,

ing the truth as it is in Jesus, will be so hardy as to

avow, that you have thrust the dear Missionaries into

situations ah*eady pre-occu pied. No, you have chosen
the same line of labours as did the apostle. Fcelincr

with him the glov/ of Christian sympathy, you are,

as lie was, strenuously engaged in breaking up fallow-

ground far from home. To whom Christ was not
spoken of, you have sent your Missionaries, that the
unenlightened Gentiles may see; and they who before

had not heard of our precious Saviour, have, through
your intrumentality, our brethren (Heaven bless them)
labouring amongst them, that they may understand.

V/e have now glanced at some circumstances, in

which a considerable likeness appears between this

Society and the chief of Missionaries in my tQxt : at

least, they strike me ; others will judge for themselves.

These traits of likeness ought to encourage your exer-

tions. They undoubtedly call for no small share of

gratitude from you to him, unto whom you are in-

debted for every good. In the review, I feel per-

suaded, you are ready to exclaim from your inmost

s^uls, *^ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto

thy name give we glory V*

Permit me yet, brethren, to say, for your encourage-

ment, review, often review^ the use God has already

made of you as a Society. I will not hesitate to avow,

that your exertions, through the divine influence,

have greatly benefitted thfc country in which you live,

as well as conferred blessings on distant climes.

Struck by your example of liberality, affection, and
disinterested zeal. Societies at home and abroad have

been either called into existence, or their flame re-

kindled. Your endeavours for the distant heathen

Jiave provoked the zeal of very many in behalf of

our
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onr too, too lon^ neglected villages. They h.ive,

therefore^ put their lip to the* 'gospel-trumpet, and
sounded salvation to the deliverance of not a few.

The press has teemed with numerous useful and evan-

gelical publications. Nor haVe our, hopes been dis-

appointed ; for v/e have evidently s^en that God can

speak to the he.irt, through the medium of the eye,

as well as the ear. This institution has benefitted

Christians and ministers, both far and near. The ob-

ject, spirit, and annual meet'ngs of tl:is Society, have

rubbed off much of the rust of unworthy and long-

established prejudice. It has given a polish to many
who before were dim ; and animated some who had
sunk into a state of languor. It has enlarged our

Hearts with Christian affection, and narrowed the

ground of our differences. It has brought \\s much
nearer to each other, without any sacrifice of truth ;

and taught us to combine our exertions for the ge-

neral good. The Lord be praised for these happy

effects I I trust, they are only the harbingers of future

and far more extensive usefulness i— tokens for good

from God.
The object 5^ou proposed in your first institutior^,

was a happy conception, a sublime idea : it originated

in true greatness of mind. The aim and exertions of

this Society, are already inscribed on the monumental

page, and shall never be effaced. They are widely-

known, and shall eventually be read and honoured

of all good men. How much more desirable, how
much more encouraging this, than to stand on record

with a deep and lasting blot \ As an Engrismcrn and

a Christian, I cannot but exult in the thought, that

your object and exertions will render the British

churches illustrious in future periods. This Society

bears the internal and striking stamp of immortality*

** For from you, sounded out the word of the Lord."

Is it no consolation that yours is the cause of good
men, of angels, and of God ? This is a stream which

should gladden your hearts. Death, my honoured

lathers^ will soon cut the slender thread of your ex-

istence.



FOR MISSIONARY EXERTIONS. 89

istence, and -number you among the spoils of mortality.

But when you cease to exist below, your principles

will not cease to operate. They are a leaven, which
will ultimately leaven the whole mass of human kind.

Their progress may be retarded, but their triumph is

secure. Yours is a cause which must take root, blos-

som, and fill the face of the whole world with fruii.

Be not discouraged, dear brethren, when the prospect

darkens round you j though the rains descend, and
the floods com.e, and the Vv^inds blow, and beat on the

superstructure you are raising,— 1 say, be not discou-

raged, your cause rests on the rock of unchangeable

truth. O remember, the God whom you serve,

" rides on the whirlwind, and directs the storm.'* O
never, never forget, that triumphant song must be

sung, sooner or later, *' Hallelujah, for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth ; the kingdoms of this world are

become the kingdoms ol" our Lord and of his Chrisr,

and he shall reign for ever and ever." You see, bre-

thren, your cause is good.

Suffer then the word of exhortation : recollect,

" it is good to be zealously affected, always in a good
cause." O seek yourselves to rise high into the en-

joyment of God. The Missionary spirit will then

nerve your souls, while descending into the vale of

years. This sacred, sweet communion, will fire the

bosoms of our ci^ar youth, v.'ith animated regard for

those who are perishing for lack of knowledge. No-
thing produces, promotes,,and renders a true Mission-

ary spirit habitual, like living near to God. When
you meet to deliberate, be prudent, united, and ener-

getic. Flan with care, and execute wich a spirit wor-

thy your cause. Be not deterred by the shafts of

ridicule, sarcastic interrogations, or specious objec-

tions. Consider, the best conduct has frequently

been imputed to the worst motives. In patience

then, possess your souls. Be zealously concerned to

obtain instruction from God, and he will not fail to

direct and over-rule :
'' Ask, and ye shall have." Lee

but self be lost in his glory, and he will not fail to put

N ' honour
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honour upon you :
^' 1 will honour them that honour

me ; bur those that despise me, shall be lightly

esteemed.'*

Let me beseech you, brethren, to cherish a firm and
immoveable conviction of the goodness of your cause.

Those ancient predictions and promises which ensure

tb.e conversion of the heathen in the period which

God has set, are warrants for your exertions. Labour
earnestly, for you shall not labour in vain; though
earth and Hell.combine all their force and fraud, yec

3^ou shall do the work God has marked out for you.

None else can do your work. Your Missionaries

shall convert, if God has determined to convert by
them. And certainly, yoii do not expect, nor would
you aim to effect, that which he has not designed.

Our brethren will bring into the faith as many as God
has appointed, and not one more. The number may
be greater or less; that rests not with you, but him,

who vvorketh all things after the counsel of his own
will.

Sparc neither pains nor expence. " The liberal

deviscth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he

stand. He which soweth sparingly, shall reap also

sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully, shall reap

also bountifully.'* Know ye not, that an Otaheitan,

African, or Hottentot believer, is an object of incal-

culable worth. Put all the jewels which ever dazzled

by their brightness;— put all the precious metals of

the Indies, for which so many have been sacrificed ;—
put in the whole world ;— yea, put into the scales ten

thousind material worlds,— in v\orth, sirs, one con-

verted heathen would outweigh them all! — They
would instantly kick the beam, and be found, on trial,

as the tiust of the balance.

Unbelief may suggest, under gloomy appearances,

that the time is not come for building the Lord's

house among the heathen. Rcmcixiber, Revelation,

the spJ! it of Christianity, and the mercy which has

been shewn to you; those, not the secret purpose of

.Heaven, should be your mocive and rule. The pur-

pose
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pose is that by which God works; Revelation, thiit

by which we must act. Let then your hands be (Irong

who are labouring for God and the good of souls.

All beneath our feet is but sliding sand. \Vc our-

selves, and all around us, are on the wing. The tide

of life ebbs out apace. Every day subtracts from the,

number of our opportunirles, and multiplies our calls

to diligence in doing good. O then act for God,
and leave all with him! Catch the moment as it uies;

seize every opportunity. Up and be doing, in the

name and for the sake of Christ ! O work while it is

called To-day, *' tor the night cometh, when no man
can work !'* Recollect, God highly approved the

desire of David to erect a temple for his worship

;

even though the time was not yet come :
" Thou didst

well, that it was in ihine heart to build an house to

.my name.'* God takes it kind at your hand, that

you are aiming aright; that you, according to the

rule of his word, afe striving to do good. O be
thankful, highly thankful, that he will let you do
any thing for him ! This is indeed condescension. He
.does hot put such honour on all.

We have been informed horn the press, that nearly

half the globe is Pagan. More than four hundred
and eighty millions worship they know not what.
Melancholy situation ! O God of light, truth, and
power, penetrate their darkness, break their chains,

make them free, and they shall be free indeed I Are
they not men ? Are they not brethren, sprung from
the same original stock, and of one blood with our-
selves ? O hear then the united cry of benevolence, of
humanity, of brotherhood, and of religion, on behalf
of the destitute heathen ! Ah 1 did they themselves
btit know the infinite advantages which the gO-^-oel

proposes, and how ready you are to assist them, sirs,

there would then come, borne on the wings of the
four wnnds, a general cry of '« Come over, come over,

O come over and help us
!'"

Talk not of times and seasons. Do not attempt to

impede this blessed work with needless objections

drawn
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drawn from that source. Hear the voice of the Son
of God: " It is not for you to know the times and

the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power." God declares, the heathen shall be given to

Christ; and that the uttermost parts of the earth shall

become his possession. Go try then, in his strength,

to convert them to him. They are in covenant with

Sin, Death, and Hell ; go try to open their eyes to

their true interest, and seek to espouse them, as a chaste

virgin, to Christ. There is now, as much need to

carry the gospel where Christ is not preached, as in

the apostolic age. Souls are equally guilty, helpless,

and valuable ; and Christ equally as precious, advan-

tageous, and absolutely necessary as in ancient times.

" To whom," says our text, '' he was not spoken of,

they shall see; and they that have not heard, shall un-

derstand.'' This is a prediction which encouraged

Paul, and may well encourage 3^ou. You will do
well to take heed to the sure word of prophecy; it is

a light shining amidst the darkness of discordant

opinions, respecting the efforts which ought to be

made for the instruction ot the benighted heathen

world. Yes, prophecies which shine with an increas-

ing brightness, as time advances in its course, present

an encouraging aspect ; prophecies better under-

stood as they approach nearer to that great event in

which, both Jews and Gentiles are equally interested,

say. Go forv/ard ; prophecies, which collect strength

from each succeeding age, not only warrant and en-

courage your exertions, but form a basis deep and

firm, on which you may raise a confident hope of ul-

timate success.

Go on then, dear brethren, manifesting your love

to immortal souls, your zeal and affection for God
our Saviour, and continue to prove, by renewed acts

of disinterested liberality, the influence of truth. Go
on, brethren, treading in these paths; for the recollec-

tion will not embitter the last scenes of your life.

Were this my last address in public, did I know that

(hese eyes woyld soon swim in death, this hand become
motionless^
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motionless, and my tongue cease to perform iis office,

I would now say. Go on with your blessed work, for

it will not cover you with confusion in the great day.

No ; the Saviour, for whom you have thus exerted

yourselves, will then pronounce before an assembled

world, " Well done good and faithful servants^ enter

ye into the joy of your Lord."

Now unto him, that is able to keep you from fall-

ing, and to present you faultless before the presence

of his glory, with exceeding joy; to the only wise God
our Saviour, be glory and 'majesty, dominion and

power, both now and ever ! — Amen.
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SERMON III

THE IGNOHANCE OF THE HEATHEN,
AtJD

CONDUCT OF GOD TOWARD THEM.

ACTS XV lie 3U, 31

And the times of this ignorance God wlnhed at : hut 7io$t}

commarhd'tk all men evcri/zuhere to repent ; because he

hath appointed a dai/ in the tchich he willjudge the world

in righteowmess, bif that man xchoni he hath ordained ;

whereof he hath given assurance unto all 7nen, hi that he

bath raised himfrom the dead.

The city of Athens, where these words were origi-

nally spoken, was one of the most enlightened in the

heathen world. Thither Paul, driven from Berea,

had been conducted by friends as to a place of safety ;

and was waiting the arrival of his fellow-htbourers, be-

fore he should proceed in the discharge of his apostolic

office. But "his spirit," says the historian, *' was

stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to

idolatry." He straightway began, tiierefore, to preach

the gospel. Addressing himself first to the Jews and
proselytes, he frequented the ordinary place of their

weekly worship; and, turning also to the Gentiles,

he disputed in the market-place daily with them that

met with him.

The singularity of the aposile*s doctrines, as well

as the zeal and energy with which he recommended
them, appear quickly to have attracted the notice of

the most celebrated for wisdom among the people of

Athens. Certain philos<")phers of the Epicureans, and
of the Stoics, encountered him. In domg so, they

were actuated by 4 contemptuous and malignant cu-

O riosity,
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riosity, rather than by any desire, either to receive or

to give instruction. Some said, *' What will this bab-

bler say ?'* other some, " He seem.erh to be a seiter-

forth of stange gods ; because he preached unto

them Jesus and the resuirection." The first remark

was fraught vviih insolence ; the second with cruelty.

We have here an instance of philosophic persecution ;

for, to be a^setter-forth of strange gods, v^'as dtath by

the Athenian law ; and no sooner is the charge sug-

gested, than the stranger is hurried before the tri-

bunal, that the law might be put in force against

him, and he is there insidiously interrogated respecting

his principles, in the hope, as it should seemj of lead-

ing him to criminate himself. Meanwhile, the love

of novelty procures for the apostle a large congrega-

tion, and a temporary silence ; and although he is

soon interrupted by mockery, yet the malice of the

persecutors is disappointed ; the assembly is divided ;

some promise to hear him again, while others, among
whom nre individuals of the highest respectability,

cleave unt ) him and believe.

Those who are acquainted with the opinions of the

Epicureans and Stoics, w^ill at once perceive how well

calculated the apostle's discourse was to oppose the

errors of those famous sects. Wishing, hoA-ever, to

give instruction to all, he avoided particular allusions

which might have served liule purpose, besides that

of giving offence. It has justly been observed, that

in this speech, his ten:iper and address are equal to

his argument ; which suitly can never be exceeded.

According to our translation, indeed, there is harshness

in the very introduction, where he is made to charge

the Athenians with being too superstitious. it

certainly is not easy, in this instance, to preserve the

delicacy of the original expression. Perhaps the pas-

sage might be rendered thus :
*' Ye Athenians, I per-

ceive that every way ye are somewhat too much given

to devotion ; for as I passed along, and observed the

objects of your worship, 1 found also an altar with this

inscription : 7o the unhioTcn God. W^hom therefore,

without
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knowing him ye worship, him declare I unto you."
By mentioning their alcar, he repelled the charp-e of
being a setter-forch of strange gods. While he ar-

gued from their acknowledged ignorance, he availed

himself of a saying of their own poets, to recommend
a truth, from which he shewed the impropriety of
idolatry ; and was entering in a very engaging man-
ner on the subject about which they had enquired,
when their levity compelled him to desist.

The words of our text, which were so well suited
to introduce the doctrines of the gospel to a heathen
audience, may serve also to explain the motives of
those who attempt to propagate those doctrines

throughout the world ; and, by the blessing of God,
which we earnestly implore, a serious consideration of
them may at this time animate and confirm our zeal

in prosecuting the important object of our institution,

as a Missionary Society.

Jn discoursing from them , we shall consider.

First, The ignorance of the heathen :

Secondly, The divine procedure with regard to it:

Thirdly, The reason of this procedure:

Fourthly, The evidence by which this reason is

confirmed.

Let us consider, in the first place, the ignorance of
the heathen. The charge of ignorance which the

apostle brought home to his audience at Athens, is

by no means to be understood as confined to them.
He speaks in general of the ..ignorance of the nations,

and of times, or ages, during which that ignorance
had been permitted to reign. It is a truth, which
divine revelation and universal history unite in attest-

ing, That wherever men have not been blest with the

holy Scriptures, they have, time immemorial, been
grossly mistaken with respect to the character of God,
the situation of man, the way of salvation, and the

hopes and fears of a future state. These mistakes un-
doubtedly originate in that alienation of the heart from
God, which followed as a consequence of the first

trangression. Having offended the Almighty, fallen

O 2. man
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man did not like to retain him in his knowledge ; yet

ihc fear of punishment, and probably the example of

tho5e whom (Jod separated from the beginning of his

service, prevented a total dereliction ofworship. The
Supreme Being was not formally disowned ; but in-

Suited by the substitution of things which he had

made, and which, without warrant, were held to be

proper representatives of his pov\'er and glory. Hence
such worship as that of the sun, moon, and stars.

From many represeruatives of one God, the transition

was easy to the doctrine of many Gods. To the

worship of objects in nature, men quickly acded that

of images formed by themselves ; absurdly supposing^
*« that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone

graven by art and man's device." The rites of

idolatrous worship have ever corresponded with the

unworthy objects of it. Many of them, indeed, have

been borrowed from typical institutions of divine ap«

pointm.ent. But even these are greatly corrupted ;

and innumerable additions have been made to them
of the most flagitious and abominable nature. No
crime can be named which has not been sanctified

and enjoined as an act of worship : even murder has

been perpetrated in honour of idols ; and parents have

sacrificed their own children, under the notion of giv-

ing the fruit of the body for die sin of the soul. Of
such religion, the cflect upon morals must necessarily

be dreadful. " Walk not," says the apostle, " as

other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind.

Having the understanding darkened, being alienated

from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in

them, because of the blindness of their heart; who
being past feeling, have given themselves over unto

lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greedi-

ness." Eph. iv. 17—19.
But it is not by the idolatry alone of the heathen

that their ignorance is betrayed. It is rendered at

least equally conspicuous by that vain and deceitful

philosophy, those oppositions of science, falsely so

called, which in countries not blest wuh the gospel

(and
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(and in other countries also) have been extolled as the

utmost efforts of human understanding. What else

do we learn from the jarring systems of the Epicu-

reans and Stoics, with whom the apostle at Athene

was called to contend ? The former denied Creation

and Providence ; maintained, that pleasure was the

chief good; and encouraged their disciples to disre-

gard the thought of future retribution. The latter,

with intolerable arrogance, compared their imaginary

character of the wise man with God himself. They
held, that all things, and even the Supreme Being,

were subject to an irresistible and unaccountable fata-

lity ; that virtue, however, or the fortitude of the wise

man^s mind, was so independent of that fatality, as to

despise its ordinations, and to be its own sufficient re-

ward ; while vice was its own sufficient punishment.

Although, therefore, they had some expectations of

future existence, as well as of the conflagration and re-

novation of the world, they fluctuated exceedingly as

to their belief of a future state of rewards and punish-

Txients. Thes*:*, and all the orher philosophic sects,

maintained the'ir respective systems with so much ob-

stinacy and pride of understanding, that, humanly
spesking, they were likely to be -he very last of the

heathen who would i^nplicitly submit, or even pa-

tiently listen, to the truths of the gospel.

Further. The ignorance of the heathen appears not

only in the positive errors which they hold, but in

their indifference, insensil^ility, and prejudice, with

regard to all things spiritual, while they are wholly

occupied with worldly pu'suits and sensual indul-

gence. The superstition tbey have been accustomed

to, they cherish with bigotte.i attachment ; but they are

unwilling to give ear to any thing else of a religious

kind, in them are verified the words of the apostle":

*' The natural man receiveth not the things of the

'Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually

discerned." i Cor. ii. 14. Such was the levity of the

Athenian character, that, after all the apostle's exer*

tiorjs
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tions, the historian describes his having attracted

public notice among that people, merely to the idle

passion for novelty which happened to prevail ; and
soon their curiosity v^'as changed into scorn. Similar

treatment will be experienced by preachers of the gos-

pel, in every age, and in every part of the heathen

world. Go to men vvith proposals from your Sove-

reign respecting peace, or war, or commerce,— the

wildest savages will soon understand you, and feel in-

terested in the subject : but go to them in the name of

the Lord, and af his anointed ; preach repentance,

and faith, and life eternal ; bear witness against their

evil deeds, trace these to their source in the depravity

iof the heart, and warn them by all the solemnities of

death, judgment, and eternity, to flee from the wrath

to come,—by the promised blessing of God, some will

believe; others, through mistake or cunning, may
hope, by professing to believe, to obtain some worldly

advantage ; but the many will make light of these

things; will stupidly gaze, or foohshly mock, or art-

fully shift the subject, or furiously demand that it be

mentioned no more :—a dreadful ignorance indeed,

which is obstinate and wilful, fortified by all the vio-

lence of corrupt passion, all the influence of educa-

tion and example, and all the inveteracy of early

habit ! Surely, men in such a state are given up to

vile affections, and to a reprobate mind. Awful
judgments are already upon them; and unless they be
redeemed from all their iniquities, the favour of God
they can never enjoy. Knowing the terrors of the

Lord, let us earnestly persuade them ; and while wc
declare the blessed truth, that God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but that the

world through him might be saved, let us faithfully

state the alternative :
— " He that believeth on him,

is not condemned : but he that believeth not, is con-

demned already, because he hath not believed in the

name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is

the condemnation, that light is come into the world,

and
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and men loved darkness more than light, because

their deeds were evil." John iii. 18, 19.

Let us consider, in the second place, the divine

procedlire with regard to the ignorance of the hea-

then. *' The times of this ignorance God winked at

;

but now commancleth all men everywhere to repent."

The word rendered " winked at,'* intimates nothing

respecting the merits of the case, but seems simply to

signify the suspension of decisive measures, either ia

the way ot remedy, or of punishment, Thus, in

Lev. XX. 4. a similar phrase, wl.i:h the Septuagint

renders by the same word as that in the original of our

text, is used to express ehe non-execution of punish-

ment. *' If the people of the land do any ways liid^

their exes from the man, when he giveth his seed unto

Molech, and kill him noty Again, in Deut. xxii. i.

it supposes the non-application of a remedy. ** Thou
shalt not see thy brother's ox or his sheep go ascray,

and hide tinselffrom them : thou shalt in any case l^rin^

them again unto thy brother." In our text, both uses

of the vvord may be included. The apostle speaks of
the divine forbearance towards the heathen during

the ages which preceded the gospel dispensation

;

neither cutting them oif in their ignorance, nor yet

immediately applying the effectual remedy. His word-s

may be illustrated by a parallel passage in chap. xiv.

16, 17. *' Who in times past suffered all nations to

walk in their own ways. Nevertheless, he left not

himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave

us rain from Heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our
hearts with food and gladness.**

But, while the apostle alludes to the well-known
fact of the divine forbearance with the heathen for-

merly, his direct object is to announce the important

change which had just taken place, from '^ the times

of this ignorance'* to these times of revelation. " The
times of this ignorance God having winked at, now
commandeth all men everywhere *' to repent." Long
had he confined his word to the Jewish people. Very
6€idom were hi? prophets of old permitted to go to the

heathen.
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keathen. Even Jcsiis said, *M am not sent but Unto

the lost sheep of the house of Israel." Matt. xv. 24.

And when he sent forth his apostles during his own
ministry on earth, he commanded them, saying, *' Go
pot into the way of the Gentiles ; and into any city of

the Samaritans enter ye not : but go rather to the

lost sheep of the liouse of Israel." Matt. x. 5, 6.

When he was about, however, to ascend up on high,

be greatly enlarged their commission, and shewed that

this was according to the prophecies which had gone

before concerning him, as the light to lighten the

Gentiles, as well as the glory of his people Israel.

*' Then opened he their understanding; that they

might understand the Scriptures, and said unto them,

thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Christ to

suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day ; and

that repentance and remission of sins should be

preached in his name among all nations, beginning at

Jerusalem." Luke xxiv. 45, 47, *' Go ye, therefore,

and make discjples of ail nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe ail things,

whatsoever I have commanded you : and lo, I ani

with you alway, even unto the end of the world.**

Matt, xxviii. 1 9, 20. Accordingly, many proofs were

soon given, that God had granted to the Gentiles

also repentance unto life ; and the Apostle Paul, in

particular, was so remarkably called to labour among
them, that he declares himself to be the Aposde of the

Gentiles ; and tells us that James, Cephas, and John
gave to him the right hand of fellowship; that he

should go unto the heathen, and they unto the cir-

cumcision. See Rom. xi. 13. and Gal. ii. 9.

The words of our text may be considered as an

example of the authority with which Paul discharged

the duties of his apostolic office; and they strongly ex-

press the infinite importance of the gospel to the chil-

dren of men. *' God,** says he/' now commandeth

all men everywhere to repent.** The object of

preaching the Gospel is, that men may be brought to

repentance

;
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repentance; that is, to the change of mind which is

wrought by godly sorrow for sin, and which worketh
the most earnest carefulness to abstain from sin. This
object is attained by the revelation from Heaven, on
the one hand, of the wrath of God against all ungod-
liness and unrighteousness ofmen,*«that every mouth
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God :" and, on the other hand, of the righteous-
ness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto
all, and upon all them that believe ; for there, is no
difference. By these awakening truths, the Holy
Spirit convlnceth the world of sin, of righteousness,

and ofjudgment. The calls to hear, to believe, to

repent, are urged with all the authority of a divine
command; of a command, which is the last that

God will ever give for the admonition of mankind,
and which is sanctioned by an immediate appeal to

their eternal interests. *^ He that believeth shall be
saved ; and he that believeth nor, shall be damned/'
This high command is universal. It is addressed to
" all men everywhere." Its universality extends be-
yond the ignorant heathen. It included the Jews as

well as Gentiles of old, and applies to every natural

man, -whether ranked by his fellow-creatures among
Christians, or not. With all its authority, and its

awful sanction, it is'ever to be published as glad tid-

ings of great joy ; for while it declares the necessity of
repentance, it supposes the possibility of it. Nay, it

expressly refers to the motive of repentance, the love

of God in Christ to the chief of sinners; and holds out
the blessing, the forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance

among all them that are sanctified. Finally, this uni-

versal command is now in force, and shall continue to

be so to the end of the world.—When, thereibre, we
propagate the gospel, we promote the cause of God,

.

we also consult the best interests of man, we attend to

present duty, and are warranted in saying, *' Behold,
now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of

salvation."

Let us consider, in the third place, the reason

P of
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of this procedure respecting the ignorance of the

heathen. The times of this ignorance God having

winked at, now commandeth all men everywhere to

repent, " because he hath appointed a day, in the

which he will judge the world in righteousness, by

that man v;hom he hath ordained/' The reason here

given, does not refer to the period of forbearance, but

to the command to repent, which hath succeeded it.

The iacc that God bore for ages widi the ignorance

of the heathen, is plainly revealed, and is well known
from the history of mankind. But if iliis fact be not

fully accounted for in the word of God, we ought to

be satisfied with believing that, like all the ways of

God, it must be worthy of himself ; and to adore with

silent modesty what we cannot judge of, from want of

information. We may perceive, that the conduct of

God in this case, is analogous to the general mode of

his procedure, in which the progress is gradual.

Perhaps heathen ignorance was permitted to cominue

so long, that the necessity of divine revelation might

experimentally appear. " For after that, in the wis-

dom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it

pleased God by the foolishness of preaching, to save

them that believe.'* i Cor. i. 21. Of one thing we
may be well assured : that in bearing with the igno-

rance of the heathen, God did not approve of it.

From the very beginning, a preparation was going on
for removing that ignorace, by the blessed dispensa-

tion which now obtains.

With respect to the reason here given, it may be
proper to observe also^ that our attention must not be

confined to it alone. The apostle being interrupted

in his discourse, had no opportunity of finishing what
he had to say. Those who believed at this time, had
perhaps heard Paul before, and at greater length ;

or, if enough was spoken in the Areopagus to induce

belief, yet surely it was necessary to instruct the be-

lievers in the way of the Lord more perfectly ; for

which purpose their hearts were inclined to " cleave
**

to the apostle. The only reason here specified, is the

judgment
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judgment to come (unquestionably a very weighty
consideration); but the reason generally given in Scrip-

ture, both for publishing and enforcing the command
to repent, is salvation as well as judgment. How for-

cibly were both these considerations urged by the Bap-
tist, when, in the spirit and power of Elias, he cried,
*' Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.
And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the tree

;

therefore, every tree which bringcth not forth good
fruit, is hewn down and cast into the fire. 1 indeed
baptize you with water unto repentance ; but he that

Cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 1 am
not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire. Whose fan is in his

hand; and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and ga-
ther his wheat into the garner ; but he will burn up
the chafi'with unquenchable fire/* Mat. iii. 2, 10 -

12. In similar terms did Christ while on earth, and
his aposdes sent out by him, preach repentance to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel; and, in similar

terms, the apostles preached the gospel to every crea-

ture after their Lord was ascended up on high.
While they published salvation, they persuaded men
to receive it, because they knew the terrors of the
Lord, and that we must all appear before the judo--

ment-seat of Christ.

Thus, in the passage before us, " he hath ap-
pointed a day," saith Paul, " in the which he will

judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom he
hath ordained." God hath appointed a day : we are

certified of the fact, by the immutability of a divine
decree. The day is fixed : what a pointed warning !

The day is concealed : what a powerful admonidon !

always to watch and be sober. Well may such a day
be distinguished above all the preceding periods of
time : it is the last day ; the day in which God, who
now beareth with much long-suffering, will finally

judge ; in which he who judgeth the nations, will

judge the world ; in which the world, among whom
the wicked used to triumph, shall be judged in righ-

P 2, teousnesj,,.
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teousncss.'' " Then the wicked shall go away into

everlasting punishment; but the righteous into ever-

lasting lite." The Judge also is appointed as well as

the day. This Judge is the vsonderous man whotn
God hath ordained. Emmanuel (God with us) is

qualified by his twofold nature to be a mediator

equally in salvation and in judgment; and it suits the

ends of divine wisdom, that the Judge, as well as the

Saviour of men, should himself be man. " For as the

Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth them, even

so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the Father

judgeth no man, but hath com.mitted all judgment
unto the Son, that all men should honour the Son,

even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not

the Son, honoureth not theFather which hath sent him."
*^ For as the Father hath life in himself, so haih he
given to the Son to have life in himself; and hath

given him authority to execute judgment also, be-

cause he is a Son of mian." John v. 21—23, 26, 27.
•' Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall

see him, and they also which pierced him: and all

the kindreds x)f the earth shall wail because of him;
even so. Amen." Rev. i. 7.

These considerations surely combine in forming a

strong reason for the command ro repent, for address-

ing this command to all nicn everywhere, and for

•Jirging it now. In giving it thus universally and so-

lemnly, Gcd warns men to fice from the wrath to

come y and verifies that most affectionaie declaration^
*' As I live, saiih the Lord God, I have no pleasure in

the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turi>

from his way and live.'' Ezek. xxxiii. 1 1.

Let us consider, in the fourth place, the evidence

by which the reason for commanding men to repent

is confirmed. " He hath appointed a day in wnich
he will judge the world in rigliteousness, by that man
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given as-

surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from
the dead." The proof that God hath appointed a

day of judgment to be executed by a Man, is the re-

surrection of that Man from the dead. This proof is

held
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held out to all men ; for it forms an essential part cf

the gospel which is preached to all. "I delivered

iintoyou first of all/' says the Apostle to the Corin-

thians, '* that which I also received, how that Christ

died for our sins, according to the Scriptures ; and that

he v/as buried, and that he rose again the third day,

according to the Scriptures." i Cor. xv. 3, 4. These

truths are intimately connected with the future judg-

ment. *' Whom," says Peter, " they slev/ and hanged

on a tree, .him God raised up the third day, and

shewed him openly: not to all the people, but unto

witnesses chosen before ofGod, even to us, who did eat

and drink with him after he rose from the dead. And
he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to

testify that it is He which was ordained of God to be

the Judge of quick and dead. To him gave all the

prophets witness, that, through his name, whosoever

believeth in him, shall receive remission of sins."

Afts X. 39—43,
The fact that Christ rose from the dead, is well

fitted to excite universal attention. The bare possibi-

lity of a resurrection from the dead is a most interest-

ing discovery to the human rape. How much more,

then, to hear that such an event has actually happened,

and happened tc one who is said 10 have died for our

sins, and to have promised his disciples a share of his

Again,—This fact is supported by evidence univer-

sally intelligible and convincing. It depends not on

vague tradition, on popular prejudice, or natural pe-

culiarities* We have an authentic history of it, pub-

lished in the holy Scriptures, containing the plain con-

sistent testimony of credible witnesses, who i'.ttle ex-

pected what they saw; who nevertheless could not be

deceived; who had no possible motive to deceive

9thers ; and whose success in preaching the gospel is

a manifest token of the divine favour sealing their

veracity.

Finally,—This fact naturally confirms us in the be-

lief of a future judgment, and of such a judgment as
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the gospel foretels. It is an example of future life, of

the reversal of iniquitous human decisions, and of
victory to the righteous over every foe. It establishes

the whole doctrine of atonement, the necessity and
desirableness of which are universally implied, even in

the rites of Pagan worship. It declares the man
Christ Jesus to be the Son of God with power. It

shews the acceptance of his sacrifice, and his ability

to save to the very uttermost those that come unto
God by him. When it is once admitted that Christ

both died, and rose again, and revived, it cannot be
thought incredible that he should be Lord both of

the dead and the living; that now he should be exalt-

ed to govern the universe, and to judge the quick and
the dead at the great day.

The proof, then, v/hich God hath given to all mea
of the judgment of the world, though not admitted

by all_, is sufficient for the conviction of all, and leaves

those who reject it without excuse : it is a striking, an
apposite, an unanswerable proof. That judgment,
again, is a most pov/erfui reason, at once for publish-

ing and obeying the command to repent. That
command is the grand display of divine mercy to

perishing men. And however great, and prevalent,

and long borne with their ignorance hath been, it is

the revealed will of God, that now at last it should be
effectually removed.

This subject presents us with the divine right of

Missions. Since God hath given the command, it is

the duty of his servants to publish it abroad ia the

world, leaving it with him to enforce his interposed

authority.

Wehavehcre also evidence, that the time forattempt-

ing Missions is come. God now commandeth : this /;oi2>

is already eighteen hundred years old ; it is not, there*

fore, prematurely urged upon the heathen. Mission-

ary undertakings are by no means an innovation in

the church of Christ ; and the fault of Christians re-

specting this matter, has surely been tardiness, rather

than precipitation. Blessed be God, the season,

thoug^U
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diough far spent, is riot yet ended. It is still called

To-day ; and one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. ** He is lono--

suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should pe-
rish, but that all should come to repentance." 2 Peter
iii. 8, 9. The propagation of the gospel ever has

been, and ever shall be, the characteristic and the

glory of the gospel-dispensation.

Further. We have from this subject, encouracre-

ment to Missionary attempts in every variety of situa-

tion. Some patronize Missions, only in civilized na-

tions; others plead for them, in nations that arc

barbarous. Our text warrants attempts of both
kinds ; and indeed it is foolish and sinful to neglect

either. God now commandeth *^ all men every-

where." The day ofjudgment is appointed for the

savage as well as for the most enlightened :— both
therefore need the salvation of the gospel. The bar-

barous, like the poor, we shall always have with us ;

for, though the gospel shall be preached in all the

world, we have no promise in Scripture of universal

civilization ; and not the slightest hint of a civilization

which must necessarily precede the reception of the

gospel. On the contrary, the civilizing, or rather,

saving power of Christ, is to be displayed amongst ali

. the diversities of the human race. " \Viih righteous--*

ness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity,

for the meek of the earth : and he shall smite the earth

with the rod of his mouth ; and with the breath of his

iips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall

be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle

of his reins. The wolf also shall' dwell with the iamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the

calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and
a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the

bear shall feed ; their young ones shall he down tooe*

ther ; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and the
sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice-

den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
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mountain ; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge

of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Isaiah xi.

4—9. We are debtors, therefore, both 10 the Greeks

and to the Barbarians ; both to the wise and to the

unwise.

Lastly,—This subject contains a lesson to Mission-

aries, and indeed to all preachers of the gospel. Like

the apostle Paul, brethren, let Us be animated our-

selves, and aim, in preaching, to animate others, not

by vv'orldl;/, but by spiritual views. Let us cherish

the lively hope of a blessed resurrection ; and ever set

before us the prospect of the appointed approaching

day, in which God '• will judget he world in righteous-

ness by that Man whom he hath ordained." *' Let us

renounce the hidden things of dishonesty, not walk-

ino^ in craftiness, nor handling the word of God de-

ceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth, commend-

ing ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight

of God." 2 Cor. iv. 2. Let us always remember

that our success must depend on the promised influ-

ence of the Holy Spirit. " Neither is he that planteth

any thing, neither he that watereth ; but God that

giveth the increase." 1 Cor. iii. 7. In the use of

means, therefore, let us pray for the blessing ; and

when they prove successful, let us render the glory to

whom it is due. *' Every man shall receive his own

reward, according to his own labour; for we are

God's fellow -labourers." i Cor. iii. 8, 9. "And
they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the

firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness,

as the stars for ever and ever." Dan. xii. 3.

Let every one present seriously consider what effect

the preaching of the gospel has had upon himself.

You probably all take the name of Christians. Most

of you may also have been received as brethren by

some religious denomination. Your presence here to-

day implies a professed interest in the success of

Missions to the heathen. Biit, since God com-

mandeih all men everywhere to repent, have you

obeyed thai divine command ? If you have not, hov/

hypocritical
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hypocritical is it, to pretend a concern for publishing

it to others ! Think ye that the heathen are; sinners

above all men that dwell on the face of the earth ?

" I tell you, nay; but except ye repent, ye shall all

likewise perish." Luke xiii. 5.— Jesus Christ ** up-

braided the cities wherein most of his mighty works

were done, because they repented not. '* Woe unto

thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! for if the

mighty works which were done in you, had been done
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago

in sackcloth and ashes. But 1 say untoyou, It shall be

more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judg-

ment, than for you. And thou Capernaum ^ which

art exalted unto Heaven, shalt be brought down to

Hell ; for if the mighty works which have been done
in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have re-

mained until this day. But I say unto you^ that it,

shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the

day ofjudgment, than for thee." Matt* xi. 20—24*
" Seek ye the Lord, then, while he may be found;

call ye upon him while he is near. Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have

mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abund-
antly pardon.'* Isaiah Iv. 6, 7.

On the other hand, my friends, how thankful

should we be, if God have granted to us also repent-

ance unto life ! How anxious should we be to instruct

the ignorant, and even those that oppose themselves,

if God, peradventure, will give them repentance ro

the acknowledoing; of the truth! Our own conversion

may be held by us as sufficient evidence, that no case

need be abandoned as hopeless. '' For we ourselves

also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived,

serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice

and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after

that the kindness and love of God our Saviour to*

ward man appeared, not by works of righteousness

which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew-

Q. ing
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ing of the Holy Ghost ; which he shed on us abund-
antly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour : that being

justified by his grace, we should be made heirs accord-

ing to the hope of eternal life." Titus iii. 3—7.

*' Now unto hiin that is able to do exceeding abund-
antly above all that we ask or think, according to

the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in

the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages,

world without end. A.nicn/* Ephes. iii. 20, 21.
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SERMON IV.

ST. PAUL'S MISSION TO THE GENTILES.

ACTS. XXII. <21.

And he said unto me, Depart :for I zi'ill send theefar hence

unto the Gentilei.

The salvation of the Gentiles was a mystery hid-

den from ages and generations in the divine mind.

But some favoured servants of the Most High, saw,
*« as through a glass darkly/' the glory that should be

revealed ; therefore they proclaimed—" The desire of

all nations shall come; and in his name shall the

Gentiles trust."

The gospel hath brought life and immortality t6

light. The Gentiles who receive it by faith, are no
loncrer " strans^ers and foreip-ners: but f-llow-citiz^ns

with the saints, and of the household of God.''

When God designs to work, he can never err in the

choice of the instruments Vv'hich he employs. He
separated Paul from his mother's womb, called him
by his grace, and sent him to preach among the

Gentiles *' the unsearchable riches of Christ." Thoup;h
the principal scene of the Apostle's labour was among
the Gentiles, his heart glowed with love to the Jews.
*^ Brethren," says he, '^ my heart's desire and prayer

for Israel is, that they might be saved." Stimulated

by his affection for this devoted nation, he goes to

Jerusalem, shuts himself up in the temple, and pours

out his so\A in prayer for them. He is favoured with

^ vision of the Lord Jesus, who says to him, *' Make
baste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem, for they

lyill not receive thy testimony concerning me." The
intelligence,
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intelligence, " They will not receive thy testimony,"

wounded the apostle's mind deeply. He reasons and
remonstrates; l)iu Jesus is deaf to his intreaties, and
commands him to ** depart; for J will send thee,''

saiih lie, " far hence unto the Gentiles."

The conversion of the heathen was Paul's work;
a woik in which the Saviour of men is so deeply in-

terested, that he thrusts his Missionary forth from the

asieml:)lies of the saints at Jerusalem,, to cultivate the

barren desert. Lift up your hearts, brethren, to God in

prayer, for an outpouring of his Spirit upon us, while

we consider the salvation of the Gentiles as an object

of divine delight, a certain event, an infinite blessing.

I. The salvation of the Gentiles is an object of di-

vine delight. The Father has given the heathen to

Jesus, in the covenant of redemption. *' All kings

shall fall down before him ; all nations shall serve

him,"— the divine promise. Is it founded on any

compact, or covenant-engagement ? *' He shall re-

deem their soul from deceit and violence, and from
destruction ; and precious shall their blood be in his

sight." Psah Ixxii. '' He shall see of the travail of

his soul, and be satisfied." The declaration implies

an arduous conflict, and a glorious issue. He shall

$ee his seed, numerous as the sand on the shore, and
brilliant as ihe stars of heaven ; and shall be satisfied.

The Son of God manifests great solicitude for the

salvation of the heathen. ** Other sheep I have,"

saith he, ** which are not of this fold ; theai also I

must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and there

shall be one fold and one shepherd." John x. 16.

The sheep alluded to, were doubtless Gentile sinners,

who should hear and receive the gospel. The strong

expression, **
I must bring them," shews that his heart

was set upon the work ; that he would not be pre-

vented in its accomplishment by any intervening ob-

stacles. With allusion to his crucifixion, he declares,

•* If 1 be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me." I

will work powertully upon the hearts of sinners, of all

ages and nations, and incline them to come unto mc«"
The



The redemption of the soul is precious. There is

nothing that man can give, that will be esteemed an
adequate satisfaction for the sin of his soul. *' With-
out the shedding of blood, there is no remission."

But '' Hear, O ye heavens, and be astonished O
earth !"—a divine sacrifice is offered ; the church of
God is purchased vvitli his own blood ! Sinners of all

nations shall enjoy the blessings of redemption, for

" He gave himself a ransom for all." We may point

the wretched lost sinner to the bleeding cross ; and say,
** Behold the Lamb of God, whotaketh away the sins

of the world.'* When the Jews beheld Jesus bathed
in tears at the grave of Lazarus, they exclaimed,
** Behold, how he loved him!" When we by faith see

him with garments rolled in blood in Gethsemane,
or expiring in agonies on -vjount Calvary, we may
well exclaim, " Behold, how he loved us sinners of
the Gentiles !'*

Another effect of divine love to the Gentiles, is the

commission that Jesus haV given his ministers, to

preach his gospel in all nations. Ministers, wherever

they go, may adopt the angel's song, " Behold, we
bring you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to

you, and to all people." invitations are given to all

the apostate sons of Adam to receive the blessings of
grace freely. " Unto you, O men, I call, and my
voice is unto the sons of men. Look unto me, all ye

ends of the earth, and be ye saved ; for 1 am God, and
there is none else." See what anxiety the Master of
the feast discovers, that his capacious mansion might
be filled with guests. ^' Go out quickly into the

highways, and hedges, and compel them to come in."

Urge, press, exhort them by every persuasive me-
thod to come in, that my house may be filled.

When ministers hive shewn reluctance to preach
the word to the heathen, the Lord hns sometimes with

holy violence compel lev! them to go forch in his name.
He commanded the prophet Jonah to go forth to

Nineveh and deliver his word. Jonah tetring a dan*
geroui journey, or the lage of an idolatrous people,

takci
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takes a voyage by sea in an opposite direction. A
storm arises ; the rebellious prophet is thrown over-

board, and preserved by a miracle. He receives a

second commission:—" Arise, go to Nineveh, and
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.'* The
prophet, ashamed of his former rebellion, and dreading

to provoke his God again, goes forth and dehvers his

message faithfully. The remarkable reformation

which followed, shewed that his preaching was not in

vain.

Peter, with tlie rest of the apostles, heard the Savi-

our's commission :
*' Go ye into all the world, and

preach the gospel to every creature :" but his labours

were confined to those who were within the pale of

the Jewish church, till a divine vision, accompanied
by a voice from Heaven, convinced him that " What
God hath cleansed, he ought not to call common or

unclean."—" The wrath of man shall praise him !'*

Persecution shall be subservient to his grand designs.

Persecution scattered the church of Jerusalem to

Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch. At Antioch the

Grecians heard the dispersed Christians preaching the

Lord Jesus;— *' and a great number believed, and
turned to the Lord " See Acts xi. 19, &:c. How in-

finite is the love of God to the heathen ! He permitted

the church at Jerusalem to be torn in pieces, that he
might be supplied Vvith Missionaries to send to An-
tioch.

J would willingly cast a veil over dark and tempes-

tuous seasons which have agitated England ; but his-

toric facts stare me in the face, and oblige me to ac-

knowledge, that persecution drove n^any of our bre-

thren across the West Atlantic, where their labours

have made the wilderness blossom as the rose. Happy
for us, our religious and civil liberties are. established

on so firm a basis, since the present family came to the

throne, that we may express our sanguine hopes, they

will never be shaken while the sun or the moon
endures.

1 shall only add one more observation, to prove that

the
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the Lord delighteth to shew mercy to the heathen.

He gladly receives Gentile sinners that come to him.
The woman of Canaan received this eulogmm from
the hps of Christ:—*' O, woman, great is thy faith;

be it unto thee even as thou wilt/' This importunate
woman wrestled hard for a blessing: her petitions were
granted, and an assurance Vv^as given her that she might
ask what she pleased ; nothing would be withheld from
her. The father is almost overcome with a transport

of love and joy, when he perceives the returning pro-
digal. He ran, he fell on his neck, he kissed him,
and exclaims, " Let us eat and be merry ; for this

my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and
is found." The prodigal son is the representative of
Gentile converts, who ever will experience a similar

reception from him, whose compassions fail not.

This leads me to consider the salvation of the hea-
thens as,

II. A certain event. When we take a survey of
the Pagan world, lost in ignorance, superstition, and
idolatry, we are tempted to say, «* Can these dry
bones live ?** But let us remem.ber, it would be aa
impeachment of the wisdom and goodness of God,
to suppose that he gives his creatures a commission
to do that which is absolutely impracticable. For the
encouragement of his church, in attempting to evan-
gelize the heathen, he has given us '^ exceeding great

and precious promises :
" IMy word that goeth forth

out ofmy mouth, shall not return to me void ; but shall

accomplish that which I please j and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it.'' Jsa. Ixi. 1 1 . This is a very
striking declaration :

" My word shall not return to me
void :" some goodwill be done. *' Itshall accomplish that

which r please :" my purposes will not be defeated. It

was sent for the conversion of sinners, and the edifi^

cation of the church j and *« it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it."' Then Jehovah addressinohis
church, says, "The abundance of the sea shall be
converted to thee; the forces of the Gentiles shall

come unto thee." This declaration should animate
^ the
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the private Christian to pray, and the Missionary to

attempt their conversion.

The Spirit of the Lord is a divine agent ; there is

nothing too hard for him to effect. The temple of

the Lord is to be erected ;— '' Not by might, nor by

power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.**

The church of Christ is not to be established by hu-

man policy, nor by learning and eloquence, but by

the divine Spirit. St. Paul attributes his success at

Corinth, not to wisdom or oratory, but to the work,

of the Spirit upon the hearts of his hearers. *' My
speech and my preaching were not with enticing words

of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit

and of power :" a noble pattern for Christian ministers

to imitate in all ages !

The gospel, in the hand of the Spirit, is the power

of God to salvation. It effectually removes ignorance,

prejudice, and unbelief. " The weapons of our war-

tare are not carnal, but mighty, through God, to the

pulling down of strong holds." Sin and Satan have

erected many strong holds, where the sinner cries

peace, peace, to himself; but none of these, though

kept by the strong man armed, are proof against the

artillery of Heaven. The gospel of Jesus, deriving its

efficacy from its divine Author, " Casts down imagi-

nations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against

the knowledge of God." But the heathen are scat-

tered to and fro, over the face of the earth, as " sheep

having no shepherd." How can they hear without a

preacher ? How can they believe in bim of whom
they have not heard ? *' The great trumpet shall be

blown, and they shall come, which were ready to perish

in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts of the land of

Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in his holy moun-
tain at Jerusalem." The jubilee-trumpet 3hall sound,

perishing sinners shall hear the soothing events, and

their hearts sliall leap for joy. The outcasts of Egypt,

the poor slaves, the filth of the world, and the off-

scouring of all things, shall become citizens of thehea^

venly Jerusalem.

The
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Tho first promulgation of the gospel among the

heathen, was attended with astonishing success. The
Corinthians were debauched with luxury and effemi-

nacy : by receiving the word of truth, they were
*' washed, sanctified, and justified'*, i Cor. vi. 1 1 . The
triumphs of the cross at Thessalonica, were no less glo-

rious : they were idolaters, and, like other idolaters,

they wallowed in the grossest sensuality. When Paul
began to preach there, Satan set all his agents to work.

The Jews and certain Jewed fellows, of the baser sort,

raised^ a popular tumult, crying, '' These men that

have turned the world upside down, are com^e hither

also.*' But all opposition was vain. We are informed

by a faithful witness, *' our gospel came not unto

you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance." Had the gospel

come to the Thessalonians in word only, the minister

might have been to them as one who played skilfully

on a musical instrument : their imaginations would
have been pleased, but their hearts would not have

been changed. But when the word came with power,

the effects were apparent : they turned from dumb
idols to serve the living and true God : the idol tem-

ples and their idolatrous practices were forsaken ; and
they became frequenters of Christian assemblies.

But we are required to produce the effects of the

gospel in modern times. Take a survey of this me-
tfopolis, and of almost every county and city in Eng-
land. Has there not been a wonderful diffusion of

divine light in the course of half a century ? The
gospel now runs, and is glorified. The Lord is add-

ing to his church daily such as shall be saved.

Look at a frozen inhospitable country near the

North Pole, Compassion to perishing souls carried the

United Brethren to these dreadful regions j and the

l/vord has not returned void.

Fired with a zeal peculiar, Ihey defy

The rage and rigour of a polar sky ;

And plant successfully sweet Sharon's rose

On icy plains, and in eternal snowf.

COWfER.

R z Turn
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Turn your eyes to the continent of America. He
that walks among the golden candlesticks, is there

visiting the churches. The Spirit is wonderfully

poured forth in their assemblies; the effects are glo-

rious. The Indian tribes have had, and still enjoy

the day of their visitation. Through the unabated
zeal of the United Brethren and others, some thou*

sands have been brought to the knowledge and expe-

rience of the truth. The artless simplicity with which
they speak of Christ and his salvation, can scarcely be
parallelled, except by the confessions of some of the

primitive Christians.

Showers of blessings have fallen on the West India

islands. The Most High has impressed the broad
seal of Heaven upon the labours of his servants. Num-
bers of our fellovv-monals, whom luxury and avarice

have reduced to the lowest state of degradation, have

felt the saving efficacy of redeeming love, and the

quickening grace of the Holy Ghost. Happy souls

!

they sing the praises of God ; and though they wear

the chains of servitude, they are the Lord's freemen.

The sun of righteousness has risen in the East Indies,

with healing in his wings : though the invaluable

Schwartz is gone to receive his crown of glory, there

are some choice shepherds in that quarter of the

globe, gathering lost souls to our divine Shiloh.

But you ask, with a degree of impatience,—What
intelligence have you to communicate of the success

of our Missionaries? Your prayers are heard, and
your alms to the heathen are come up for a memorial
before God. Letters from Otaheite have been just

received, by which we have the satisfaction to learn,

that the word of the kingdom has been preached in

the native language, of that island in every district,

except one. The Missionaries have been preserved

from injury, amid surrounding commotions, among
the natives. Pomarre, whose arms are crowned with

victory in die late war:, is the friend of the Mission-
aries, and a constant attendant on public worship.

Three things are observable in this account from Ota-

heite,
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heite.— That almost insuperable difficulty of learning

to preach in a barbarous langiiage, is overcome. This
huge mountain disappears. The ministers of Jesus

have been preserved, as the apple of the eje, in the

midst of surrounding dangers and death. The reign-

ing monarch is a hearer of the gospel.— May the Lord
niake him a nursing; father to the infant church !

In the Journals of Dr. Vanderkemp are several

accounts of the saving conversion of Hottentots and
slaves, to the Christian faith. After continuing for

some time as catechumens, they have solemnly beeu

admitted into the ciiurch by baptism. These are the

iirst fruits to God and the Laml).

An English dissenter, who had turned a deaf ear to

the solicitations of his Christian friends in Yorkshire,

was led, by the good providence of God, to hear Dr.

Vanderkemp in Caffraria ; whose ministry brought to

his^mind the assertion of a minister in England :
— '' We

must be born again. ^^ Fie came and conversed with

the Doctor : the result was pleasing in the highest de-

gree ; he became a man of prayer, forsook the pursuits

of his dissolute companions, and gave satisfictory evi-

dence of his conversion. How wonderful was the

goodness of God, to send the bread of life to this poor

wretch in the desert, which he had rejected, with con-

tempt, in his native country! Some Christian parent

in this congregation, may be mourning a lost son, who
is wandering to and fro, as a fugitive and a vagabond,

on the face of the earth. Your trials are great ; but

your case is not hopeless. Your son may be led to

hear some of the ministers of Christ. Like th^ de-

serter before us, the word may pierce his heart; and,

when you see your dear child next, I sincerely hope
the Parable of the Prodigal Son will be realized.

Communications from other Missionaries in Africa,

as well as from the South African Missionary Society,

contain a variety of testimonials, that many of the

heathen are longing after Christ.

True : we cannot say, a nation is born in a day, or

ttet the Lord bath cut short the work in righteousness

;

but
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but he has given us some tokens for good. There is

a trembling and shaking among the dry bones, din-

ners are enquiring the way to Zion with their faces

thitherwards ; and we have no doubt the time will

soon arrive, when *' a little one shall become a thou-

sand, and a small one a strong nation."—We shall

now proceed to consider the salvation of the hea-

then as,

III. An infinite blessing.— God is glorified 5 the

conversion of the soul is an act of free sovereign grace.

No one can savingly enlighten the dark understand-

ing, but God only. When the Indians or Hotten-

tots are made the subjects of divine illumination, we
may say, emphatically, '* The people that walked in

darkness have seen a great light : they that dwelt in

the land of the Shadow of Death, upon them hath the

light shined." The Pagan sinner hears the voice of

the Son of God, and lives. His former life was a

strancre mixture of sensuality, sloth, and misery ; but

he can now say, *' The life I live in the flesh, is by

the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave

himself for me." His conduct is a living comment

upon the truth which he believes. The Corinthians,

though highly reprehensible for many spots and ble-

mishes in their walk, were " manifestly declared to

be the epistle of Christ, known and read of all men.*'

The primitive Christians were not only called to

believe on Jesus, but to suffer for his sake. Their

meekness and patience glorified God in the fires, and

made it apparent to all men, that *' the Spirit of glory

and of God rested upon them." We trust, that our

. compassionate Saviour will preserve our tender plants

from the windy storm and tempest; but if he sees it

jiecessary, that any of them should glorify God by a

violent death, may they prove themselves true follow-

ers of him who "gave his back to the smiters, and

his cheeks to them that plucked off the hair !" Pos-
'

sibly the martyr goes to the place of execution tri-

umphantly; and though his voice may be almost

drowned
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drowned by the horrid shouts of persecuting savages,

he sweetly sings

*' Am I a soldier of the cross,

A follower of the Lamb,
And shall I fear to own his cause.

Or blush to speak his name ?

Must I be carryM to the skies

On fiow'rs, or beds of case,

When others fought to wiu the prize, • ^
Or sail'd thro* bloody seas ?

Snre. I must suffer if I reign :

Increase my courage, Lord !

I'll bear the toil, endure the pain,

Supported by thy word."

The conversion of the heathen is a blessing to so-

ciety. The treacherous, whose eyes and hearts were

full of adultery, are made '' sober, chaste, and tempe-
rate in all things." The faithless unprincipled trader

becomes *' true and just in all his dealings." The
savage, whose dark mind meditated revenge and
cruelty, is transformed into a meek, humble Christian.

*« The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard

lie down with the kid."

The increase and prosperity of the church of God is

an object of the true Christian's daily prayers. He
can adopt the words of the Psalmist: "If I forget

thee, O Jerusalem, when I draw nigh to God, let my
right hand forget her cunning ;

—
^- if I do not remem-

ber thee, when I pour out my soul at the throne of
grace, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth/'
The conversion of the heathen is an answer to prayer

;

a great accession to the church : " Whereas thou hast

been forsaken, and hated, I will make thee an eternal

excellency, a joy cf many generations.*' The lan-

guage of Canaan begins to be spoken in barbarous

climes, which were polluted with deceit and violence

;

and the flames of divine love are spreading from
hearts, where the flames of lust and revenge were

wont to burn.

Much has been said and written by Moralists, re-

specting the virtue of the heathen; but small indeed
i; the sum total of the heathen virtue, which leaves its

protestor
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professor a slave of the Prince of Darkness, and tL

child of wrath, even as oihers.

The grace of Jesus, communicated by the gospel,

saves the soul. " He that believeth shall be saved V*

What a blessed testimony does St. Paul bear, respect-

ing the change wrought upon his beloved Thessalo-

nians ;
— '* Ye wait for his Son from Heaven, evea

Jesus, who delivered us from wrath to come." These
believers, in their natural state, had been subject to

the tremendous wrath of God. His anger was now
turned away from them, and they were waiting for the

second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Salvation and happiness are intimately connected.

The soul who experiences the former, will, in a

greater or less degree, be made a partaker of the lat-

ter. He receives the atoning blood of Jesus by faith j

this gives him peace with God, and peace in his own
conscience. " In me ye shall have peace." He is

taught by a divine Teacher, who leads him into all

truth. He has a hopeful immortality, which is an

anchor of the soul ; sure and stedfast amidst the va-

rious storms which agitate the world.

Though the blessings communicated to the church

are great and invaluable, there are greater in reserve.

•' Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither

hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive of

the things which God haih laid up for them that love

him.'* Shortly, the whole host of the faithful will

prostrate themselves before the Lamb, and sing new
songs, saying, " Thou art worthy of all honour and
glory, lor thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to

God by thy biocd, out of every kindred, and tongue,

and people, and nation ; and hast made us kings and
priests unto our God.'*—We shall conclude with a few

reflections.

The subject forcibly demands our ardent zeal,

patient hope, and unfeigned joy.—Our ardent zeal.

Reflect on the wretched state of the heathen. They
know not God,— abandon themselves to the niost

abominable lusts, tortm-e their prisoners, and drink

ihe blood of their enemies. See the sons of Adam
polluted
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polluted in their blood ; and let the sight of their

aggravated woe pierce your heart. Let us strive to

*« Pluck some of them as brands out of the burning."

Jesus died for the heathen. Shall our brethren perish,

for whom Christ died, without any attempt to save

them from eternal deadi ? He has made *' a feast

of fat things for all people ;" shall Chrlsdans be more
cruel than the lepers of Samaria to their perishing

brethren ? Jesus says, " 1 will give to him that is

athirst, of the fountain of the waters of life freely."

Shall we withhold it from our African brethren, who
are saying, with David, " As the hart panteth for the

water-brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God ?'*

Ministers of Jesus, ye stewards of the mysteries of

God, you are angels called to fly through the midst

of heaven, and carry the everlasting gospel to all the

dark corners of the earth. Some of you complain

bitterly of the want of success in your present situa-

tions. Possibly the Lord Jesus is addressing you, as

he once addressed Paul, " Make haste, and get thee

quickly out of England, for they will not receive thy

testimony concerning me" You pray and interceed

for your people ; but he prevents you, with the words

of our text :—*' Depart, I will send thee far hence to

the Gentiles." You express your fear of danger;

—

Jesus saith, '^ Be not afraid, but speak ; hold not

your peace, for I am with you : no man shall set on

you to hurt you. I have much people among the

heathen."

Upon wealthy and opulent Christians the Lord
has claims of another nature. Your riches are not

your own. '' What hast thou that thou didst not re-

ceive ?" You are stewards of providential blessings;

and, shortly, you will hear the voice of God, saying,

*' Give account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest

be no longer steward.'* Is any thing you can give,

too much to give to Jesus, who redeemed your souls

from destruction ? Are your worldly riches of any

value, when compared with the blood of the Son ot

God? Remember, what you give for the cause ot

Christ will not be lost ; he will repay you :
—

S .
- Give
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*« Give, and it shall be given to you .*' — good
ipcasiire, pressed down, shaken together, and run-

ning over," Eut supposing no such promise was
given, would it be a cause of regret to you in a dying
moment, that you contributed your mites to- carry

the gospel of Jesus into " lands of darkness and the

shadow of death ?'* But misers are determined to

give nothing. The Lord, in retaliation, may quarter

an apothecary upon your family,—a ship may be lost

at sea,—or a person whom you have credited to a large

amount, may fail. " I will run the risk," says the

veteran of PViammon.— Remember who it is that

saith, " He that stoppeth his ears at the cries of the

poor (more especially of the poor who cry for the

bread of life) shall cry himself, and shall not be
heard."

The poor Christian possibly sighs, conscious that

he has no wisdom to be a Director, no abihties to be

a Preacher, nor money to supply the wants of the So-

ciety. But you have a heart to pray. Then you are

jgst the very man we Vvant. Though you cannot

pilot the vessel, or manage the great guns, you can

unfurl the sails, and assist at the helm. With thou-

sands of such spiritual mariners as you on board,

we may confidently look for an auspicious gale, that

will carry us through ail rocks and quicksands into the

desired haven.

In all concerns of magnitude, the patience of Hope
}s required. " Behold, the husbandman waiteth for

the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience

for it." Sliall the husbandman wait Ions; for the

seed to take root downward, before it produce fruit

upward? And shall the Christian grow weary and
faint in his mind ?—To encourage us in the persever-

ing use of means, the Lord has given us many gra-

cious promises. ** Be not weary in well-doing, for in

due season we shall reap." What consolation does

this promise afford to the patient labourer ! he shall not

barely gather by handfuls, but he shall reap ; the

soil shall produce abundantly, thirty, sixty, or an

hundred (okl.

Another
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Another divine writer assures ns, that '^ He that

goeth forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall

doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves

with him." Here the true Missionary is delineated:

he goes forth weeping, praying, and dispersing the

precious seed of the word of God. He that can-

not lie, engages, that he shall return rejoicing; hav-

ing received the abundant fruit of his labours. But
our expectations are not limited to the immediate

success oi 'our Missionaries. In future ages, the

angels, who desiie to look into the mysteries of re-

demption, may enquire, with astonishment, *' Who are

these that fiy as a cloud, as doves to their windows?**

The church on earth will reply, " The fulness of

the Gentiles is come in ; and all Israel shall be saved."

The extraordinary union of Christians, of various

denoaiinations, to carry on this glorious work, and all

the blessed consequences that attend it, are matter of

unfeigned joy.. When we perceive the church of
England, the church of Scotland, and our dissenting

brethren, form one aggregate body to carry the gospel

of Jesus into foreign lands, we may well say, " The
Lord hath done a new thing in the earth." But our

Society is not confined to the limits of the Britlshem-

pire. We have friends on the Continent of Europe,

whose hearts the Lord hath opened. I cannot help

mentioning the devoted Swiss, who, when torrents of

blood were flowing in their once happy country, sent

of their scfanty pittance to the Treasurer of the Society.

Surely, every mite which they have sent, is worth a

talent of gold* Your exertions have stirred up an host

of praying souls in America, and a small remnant in

Africa, to unite in the good design of calling sinners

out of darkness into marvellous light.

What though some of your Missionaries have

turned back from the work, or brought no honour

to the cause, have we not reason to praise God that

Vanderkemp, and other faithful labourers, were

sent into the vineyard ! They have left their friends,

their country, and all that was dear to them; and are

not deterred by the howling of beasts of prey, or the

S 2 threats



132 ST. PAUL S MISSION TO THE GENTILES.

threats of savages. Happy men, your names are in^
scribed on the heart of our great High Priest, and on
the hearts of his faithful people !—The success which
has attended their labours Joudly proclaims, that '' the
fields arc white already to the harvest ;'* while the
Divine Spirit whispers, «' The time to favour Zion,
yea, the set time^ is co(iie.'*
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Ashley, Mr. Chas. Castle-

streer, Oxford Mai ket z 2 O
Atkins, Mr. Greeo^-. ich i i o
Austin, Rev. Mr. Clerken-

^vtll-'j:rLea i i o

Austin, Mr. 18, Cumber-
land-'^.trtet ' ' '

i i O
Ayscough. Mrs.York Build-

ings, Islmiiron I I o
A.B.Mrb.byRcv.Mr.Wilkio 10 o

Brought forward 22

B'ailey, Mr. 272, Hoi torn i

Bainbridge, ^Ir. 65, Guild-

ford- streer, Bloomsbury 2

Baker, Miss, Pinoer's Hali-

couit

Bauger, Mr. Hacknev
Barne*, Mrs. 150, Minories

Barton, Mr. 37, S\va!lo\v-str.

Basiano.Mr.Upp€v Thamts
Street

Ea^en. an, Mr. Little Ormond
Strcci, 1S02

Ditto, ditto-, iRo:?

Batt;rna,p,,!Mr.P. BunhillRow
Batcs^ Mr. i.so, Minories

Bfeamont, Mr. 45, Beech-str.

Beaslcv, M»s. 21, Surry Rond.3

Bel^javc, Mrs. 4, Prait's.

Place, Cambdtn Tovvn
'

B^Dt, Mr. St. Martin's Larie

Bernard, Mr. G. Gjten^str.

Gro!»vernor Square

Herridge^Mr.Rydej'i Court,

Leicebti.r Square

Be^fidd, Mr. 21, Mount
Row, Litixibeih

Bickerstftft', Mr. Pullen's

Row,, Jsluig4ou

Bicklt;y,Mr.»i5,Ru^scl-str.

BJ^Mrtiisibury

Bti;gers, Mr. 99, Aldcr§gate-

strctt

Bilger, Mr. 4;, Piccadilly

Bingley, Mr. Birchin-lanc

49



Brought forward 49 3

Einks, Mr. a 6, Covent-Gar-
deii, I Sea 5 5

Ditto, ditto, 1803 5 5

Blnns,Mr.Threadneedle-st. 10 o

Birnie, Mr. 96, Mount-str. 1 i

Blades, Mr. 177, Piccadilly i i

Ditto, Mrs. ditto i i

Bliss, Mr. 8S,WestSmithfi. I i

Boase, Mr. 56, Pall Mall t i

Bode, Mr. John, Dalstoa i i

Dodder, Mrs. Greenwich i o
Boggis, Mr. 4, Great Pres-

cott-street 5
5

Bagie,.Mr. St- Martin's Lane i i

Bomenarie, Mr. New Comp-
ton-street i 1

Bond,Mr.Compton-str.Soho I o
Bott, Mr. Narrow - street,

Limehouse i i

•Soyce, Mr. H. Greenwich i i

Bracy, Mr. 2C0, Bishops-

gate-street I I

Bradley, Mr. 4, Wliite Horse

Yard, Drury-lane i i

Braidwood, Mr, Hackney i i

Bramvvell, Mr.5 5,Greck-str. i i

Breamer, xMrs. Orchard-sa-.

Westminster I i

Brerknell,Mr.3i,Hayrr)avket I 1

Brett, Mr, 4, Berner's Street 2 2

Brocklesby, Mr. 65, Mar-
garet Street 2 2

Brooks, Mrs. 23, Mount
Row, Lambeth x i

Brooks, Mr. Cateaton-strret i i

Brown and Stokes, Misses,

Peckham 2 2

Brown, Mr. Greenwich o 10

Broydcn, Mr. 10, Old-street 2 2

Bryan, Mr. Newgate-street t 1

Burkitt, Mr. 7, Poultry i x

Bunnell, Mr. New -street,

Covent Garden 2 2

Bunnell, Mr. Jos. 9, South-

ampton Row 3 2

Burto'n, Mr. Moore Place,

Lambeth i i

Burt, Mrs. 9, Warren Plice i i

Burchett, Mr.45, Uoion-str.

Bishopsgatf, 1S02 i i

Ditto, - ditto, 1S03 I I

Burchett, Mrs. by Rev. Mr.
Hill 10 o

Burmestci , Mrs, and iMiend,

by Rev. Mr. Wilks o 15

Butcher, Mr. j8, Spa-litlds z 2

1 i S 7

CONTRIBUTORS.

Brought over 128

Butcher and Tuck, Messrs.

Snow Hill '

. 3

Byfierd, Mr. 21, Charing

Cross X

Byrchmere,Mr. Wilsted-str.

Pancrass o

Campbell, Rev. H. London i

Capel, Mr. 96, Cheapsi'de i

Cardalc,Mr.2-,-Bedi-brd Row i

Ditt.i, a La.lv by him
5

Carter, Mc. W. Peckham 2

Carter, Mr. T. ditto 10

Carter, ^r. Royal Exchailg'j i

Ditto, a Fri.nd by him i

Carter, Mr. Blackman-str.

Borough 2

C-curuthcrs, Mr. Clieapside 1

Catherwood, Mr. J. J. by

Mr. Lnngtoii i

Chadwick,Mr.i05,Wapping i

Ch.ipman,Mr. 151, Fieet-str. i

Charringron, Mr. Mile End 2

Chatteris, Mr. 80, Cornhil! x

Churchyard, Mr. Pentonville z

Clarke, Mr. W. High-itreet,

Borough 2

Clarke, Mr. 15, Brick-lane o

Clarke, Mrs. Clapton i

Clunie, Mr. Castle - street,

Oxford Maiket i

Coade, Miss, Narrow Wall,

Lambeth 2

Cock, Mrs. Lower Shadwell i

Coe, Mr. North-street, Ficz-

roy Square, 1802 o

bitto, duto, 1S03 o

Cole, Mr. Princes Street,

Diurv-lar.e i

Cole, Mr. Homerton Row 5

Colc'brook. Mrs. Islington i

Collingwood, Mr. Greenwich i

Collison, Rev. Mr. Wal-
t hamstow i

Collyer, Rev. Mr. Pcckham i

Cope, Mr. iii, Up.icr

Tham:s-sneec i

Copeland, Mr. Devonshire-

street I

Corbett, Mrs. by Mr. N.a'.c 1

Cornev, Mrs. Greenwich i

Cotsbie. Mr. Jcs. jtui. 3,

Artillery PI .ice x

Co\cll,Mr.Gracechurch-str. x

Covdl, Mrs. Yo;k Place,

Wal'Aorch i

196

s. d.

3 6

3 o

I o

10 6



Brought forward 196 S

Covfejitry, M»". ReJ Cross-

strtiet, BoroUii,h i i

CowJ€,Mr. 8, Finsbury Sq. 2 2

Cowie, Mrs. Falcon Square 1 1

Cowie, Mrs. Islington 2, 2

Cowie, Mr. Rub. Highbury 10 lO

Cowie,Mr,John jua. Isling-

ton I I

Cowell, Mr. Mald-lane i i

Creak, Mrs. Jacob-street,

Rotterhirhe . i i

Crote, Rer. Mr. Islington
.
1 i

Curling, Mr. Camberwell
Grove i i

Culling Mr. Jesse, Ber-

mondsey 2 2

Dikcr,Mr. 15, White Cross-

street f 1

Davidson, ?Jr. Essex-street,

Strand i i

Davis, Mrs. Stepney i i

Davis, Mr. 190, Shoreditch i i

Davis, Mrs. Kentish Town i 1

Dawson, Mrs. 2, Jeffrey's

Square

Dennis, Mr. Geo. Excise

Office

Denver, Mr. 1 8, West Smith-

field

Dent, Mrs. 46, Great Pres-

cof-street

Devenport,Mr. i 5 Limc-str.

Dickson, Mr. 7,Church-str.

Ditto Mrs. Ditto

Dineviddie, Mr. Hackney
7"trrjice

Dixie, Mr. Wood-street,

Cheapsjde

Dixon, Mr. 103, Aldersgate-

strctt

Dods, Mr. Fen-court

Dornforii, Mr. Jobiah, Dcpt-

ford 1802 22
Ditto ' ditto 1S0-; 2 z

Do-nford, Mr. T. Philpot-

lane 2 2

Downer, Miss, 2c, Bisliops-

gatc-sticct I 1

Draper, Mr. Broker's Row,
iSci I I

Ditto ditto 1S03 I I

Drury, Mr. Piazza, Covcnt

Garden 1 1

Dudlev, Mr. C. 172, St.

jolw.'o-.-tr. Smithntid 1 i

2 p b

CONTRIBUTORS.
d.

6 Brought over 248
Durant, Mrs. Spitai Square i

Dunkin, Mr. Jamaica Row,
Bcrmondsey 2

Duthie and Brown, Drury-
lane i

Dyer, Mr. John, Admiralty 2

Eland, Mr. Gwynn's Build-

ings, Islington i

Elliot, Mr. S, Pump Row,
Old-strcet i

Ellis, Mt. Rathbone Place i

Emmerson.Mr. 33, White-
chapel Road I

English, Mr. 3, Bridge-str.

Lambeth 2

Estridge, Mr. William-str.

Black friars i

Etheridge, Mr. Wackney 2

Exshaw, Mr. 4, Winchester-

street o
Eve'egh, Mr. St. Thomas's

Square, Hackney i

Eyre, Mrs. Hoir.crton Ter-
race I

Faden, Mr. 5, Charing Cross i

Fallowfield, Mr. Scodand-

yard i

Farquharson, Mr. Great

Warner- street i

Farquharson, Mr. Plumb-
tree-str. St. Giles's, 1S02 i

Ditto ditto, 1803 T

Favell, Mr. 247, Toolcy-str. i

Fearn, Mrs. i2,Spital-square i

Fenn, Mr. J. 72, Cornhill 4
Fenn, Mr. St. George's

Terrace, New Road i

Fcrtjuson, Mr. 51, Cham-
bers-street I

Ferris, Messrs. C. and R.

42, Petticoat-lane 3

Ferris, Mr. Cha. 4. Aldgate i

o « Fi!'.i:ig, Mr. 93, Up^er
Shad well 1

Fisher, Mr. Platform, Ro-
therhiihe 1

Fitt, Mis. bv Mr. Wilks o

Flinr, Mr..York-place,
Walworth i

Ffjrrtstcr, Mr. 5, Savage-

Gardens I

Foster, Rev. Mr. Wi!dtr-
ness-row i

9t-x, Mr. Balh-pl. Ptckham 2

s. d,

8 o
1 o

2 o

1 o
2 O

I o
I o

1 o

2 O

1 O
2 O

10 6

1 o

I o

I o

I o

I o

I o
I o
I o
I o

4 o

I o

I o

?>
o

I o

1 o

10 6

I o

I o

1 o

2 O

.292 10



Brought forward 292
Fovster, Mr. Sair.uel,

Toucnham -street 5
Francis, Mr. Curtain Rnad
Frazer, Mr. H. Nij^htingalc-

lane

French, Mr. 4, New Bond-
street

Ditto, iVTrs. Ditto

Frost, Mr. m, Great
Portland- street

G. Mrs. at Sury Ciiapel

Gabriel, Mr. Banner-street

Gardner and Bagneli, Tower-
street a

Garwood, Mr. 50, IMansel-

street 2

Cavillers, Mr. Hackney-
Terrace I

O^ale, Mr. Hcnry-strcet,

Pentonville x

George, Mr. Tyler- street,

Carnahy Market i

.Gibhb. Mr. North-srteet,

A ioor fields i

Gil^son, Mr. 38, Great Pres-

cor St ett o
Gihsf)n Mr, \Vardrc>be-p!. i

Gi!e-, Mt. W- South-strc«r,

P.tkham 5

Gil'-*. Mi U'arer-lane 2

(rili- M's. Clapton ,0

Gitlesiie. Mr. Smckwtll 1

Giiltspv, Ml . Wapping-5tr. i

GimiMM M:. Admiralty, two
vf-ats 2

Gcdd^rd, M . Cable-street,

Wellcl(<se Square i

Goodf . R' V. Mr. Bhckf iars i

Go'>de, Rev. Mr. Islington 1

.Gordcn, Mrs. 11, Cru:-s :tr.

Is'iniitcn 1

,Gosiieli Mr. Little Queen-
stKci, Hol'-din 1

Grsugh. Mis. Camberwell-
Gr<.en I

.Guiger. Mr G. G' trcr !ane2

Gouklmg Mr. Thoma ,

Bankside i

Graham, Ladv ; bv Messrs.
Birch a d Co. 4

Gr vcs Mr. T. Greenwich 10

Gray, Mis;-, i, VVildeiness

Row I

Gray, Mis. Walworth, 1S02 x

piLiO ditto X803 I

ONTRIBUTORS
. s. ci.

10 o !

£' s.

1 o

I o

I o

I o

10 6

•I o

o

2 o
10 6

1 o

X o

I o

I <•

I o

I c

1 c

1 o

2 O

4 c

10 c

1 o

I o

I o

Brought forward 354
Gregory, Mr. 2, Hoxton-

Fields I

Gribble, Mr. Bank 2

Gnionie, Mr. 38, Broad-str.

Bloomsbury 1

Hadden, Mr. 15, Garden-
Row, Old-street i

Hadwen, Mr. iS.Glocester-
strcer, Hoxton «

Halin, Mr. Old Fish-strcer,

1S02 I

Ditto ditto 1803 1

Half, ,Mr. 4, Wood-street,
Spitalfiflds X

Hali, Mr. i, Fludyer-street,

Westminster
Hall, Mr. 7, Fenchurch-str.
Hall, Mrs. ditto

Hal ward, Mr. 14, Holborn
court, Gray's Inn

Hamilton, Dr. 7, p'insbury-pi

H'.mmond, Mr. Whitechapel i

Hanson, Mr. Clapton 4
Hardcastle, Mr. J Hatcham-

h use 2

Harper, Mr. Jerusalem Cof-
fee-house -

X

Harper, Mrs. ditto i

Hams, Mrs. Surry Chapel o
Di to a friend by her o

0+ 4

Hiiris, Miss, 30, ^oble-str. i

Harvey, Mr. 67, Charlotte-

street 1

Hawkes, Mr. Pitcadillv 4
Haweis, Rev. Dr. a Lady by

him ' 20
Have's, M s?, 14, Hoxton-

square, 1S02
Ditto ditto 1803
Helton, M?. Brett's Build-

ings, Camber^^ell

Heme, Mr. 4, Hnvron-sqr.

HirkweU, Rt-v. Mr. Toitcn

hvim Court Road
Mill, M'S 32, Fore-street

D'tto ?) frien.-i b/ her
Hill, R-ev. Rovv\. Sprry.

Chap!
H:ll, Mr. 5, Birchin lane

Hv-pburiie. Mr. Long-lane,

S( uthwark
tl< dgkinson, Mr. 23,Stam.

f<ud-street, Surrv Road
Hod>>on, Mr. Lothbury
Hodson, Mr.G. Pentonville

1

1

10

JO
X

I o

10 6

1 o

4 o

1 o

1 o

X o
I o

1 c
2 O
1 O

2 O
I o

2 O
2 O
I O

449



CONTRIBUTORS.

Brought over 449
Holmes. Mr a Chrisnan

fritnd dectaseil, by him 5

Ho'cht use Mr. Union-itr.

Borough 2

tTollan^',]Mr.i46 Drrrv-lane i

Hollingsvvcrth, Mi , Saniutl,

Islintiron

Holltry, Mrs. Wrllc'osc squ.

Hohr.a'., i^ .1 . V . 76, Lev. er

ThciT.t^-«;trtt r

Hontviiian. Mr. Ciiurch-str.

bp ralfielcis

Hooj-er. Mr. G. Greenwich
pure, a fnend by him
Hi 't, Mr. 6, ThrogmoTton

street

Hi I , Mr. Hurnertor Row
Hortoi., Mls D. by Mr.

Co\v e

Housu<n,Mr. Great Saint

Helens

Houjih, Mr. Sephen, Tavis-

tock-sir. Bcdfc rd-squaie

Hubbock,Mr.V\ .i8,Ptinces-

square, Ratclitfe, iboz

Ditto ditto 1803

Hi-bbock Mr. T. Red Lion,

street, VVanping

Hubb.ck, Mrs. ditto

Humphry^, Rev John, Can-

terbury place

Humphries, Mr. 80, Totten-

hcini Court Riad
Hundlebce, Mr. 3, Crown-

street

Hunter, Mi. King-street,

Golden-square

Jack, Mr. 30, St. Martin's

lane

Jacobs, Misb, by Rev, Mr.
Waugh

Jack>on, INTr. Church-street,

Hacknev
Jacques,M 1. 6 5 , Leather-lane

JamiLson. M'. 21, Cecil str.

Stiand

James Mr. Philips, 63,

Shoreditch

Jenneref, Mr. 44, Poultry

Jennerettt, Mrs. ditto

Jenkins, Mr 2 City Road

Johnson, Mr. Lombard-str.

Chehea
Johnson, Mr. King-street,

Snow-titlds

495

d.

2 o

Brought forward

495
IJones Mr. LitrlcMoorfieldi)

Jones, Mis. Shaik'.cwell i

Jone;-, Mr. Hcrtu>iu-str; et,

Fiuroy- square i

Jones, J\'ir. Curtain Road i

Jones, Mr. Crovvn-biieet i

Jordan, Mr. 138, Leadtnhall-

STtet I

Jouttt,'Mr. CK'.rence Row,
Camber well i

Ireland, Mr. Cdnnon-str^ct 1

Keen, Mr. 12, Pavenient,

Moorhelds i

Kennard,Mr. 1 5, Silver-str. i

kincaid. Mi. 25, Tyson-pl. i

Kinrai( , Ivlis. dirto 1

King, Mr. 3, Kir.gsland-road i

King. Ml. 6; king-.trcet,

'''ower hill i

King, Mr. 48, Bishop^gate-

Strett I

K iiight, Rev . Mr. Wslwcrti) o

Kn ght Mr. 2 1, Gaiiisfoid-

streer, K<or .!« vdown i

Knight, Rev. Mr. 4, Rock-
inghair-row i

Knigh', Mr. 421, Strand i

Knight. Rev. J. A. 13, Glo-

cester-strcet, Hoxton i

Lack, Mr. 3, Fort-street o

Lane, Mr. 12, Wood-street,

Cbeaj>>ide i

Lang.ton, Mr. Gutter-lane 2

Lavvrerce Mr. Miuones e

Lea. Mr. Alderirian, 26, Old

Jewry i

Lee, Mr. T. Hi-.-^ierton i

Ditto, a wellwisher by iiim 3

Lees, Mr. Savoy -squa-e 1

Le<s. Mr. Cidnance-OfFxc,

Tower 1

LeL'ir, Mr. 71. Fleet- street i

Lepard, Mr. Jai' ts-s:reet,

Covtnt Garden i

Lurlt.i , Mr. 30, City Road i

L'ln^as, Mr 26, Colcbrook-

R()\\ , Islington 2

Lonsdale, Mr. 114, Wood-
street, Cheapside i

Maberley, Mr. 8, St. Mar-
tin's lane 1

Maberlev, INIr. jun. Wel-
beck-street i

I o

1 o

I o

I o

I o

1 o

I o

I o

1 Q

I O

lO 6

I o

I o

I o

I o

10 6

1 ©

2 o

10 6

I o

I Q

3 O

J o

I o

1 o

2 O

I o

I o

I Q
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CONTRIBUTORS.

Brou?hr forward 535 9
Kfacheil, Mr.Paik-l. zHo2 i i

1 )irro ditLO 1*^03 i 1

M::ckie. Mr. 70, Leonaid-
street 1 i

Madguick, Mr. 7, Heath-
T-'icc, H'lcknev 1 1

lV':>':i.'noHv, Mis. Norwood i 1

Mairland, Mr. R.ob. King's

Arms-varH i 2

Maitlarul, Mrs. Charlotte-

'row, Walworth i i

Marchant, Mrs. Wihnot-
square i i

Ma.,k.cw, Mr. Nicholas-lane 5 5
Aiasson, Mr. siear the Green

Diagon, Stepney i i

Mattier, Mis. Homerfon-
I'ow, 1802 5 5

Ditto ditto 1S03
5 5

M.;tthews, Mr. iH, Strand 1 i

Mavow, Mr. by Mr. Pindcr i r

IMedlev, Mr. R. Cannon-row t i

Mediey, Mr. G. ditto i 1

Meriton, ?v.Ir. Peckham, iSoa i i

Ditto ditto 1S03 I I

Mcver'i, A'Tr. Le^'.'enh?i1!-str,
5 5

Meyers, Mr. 7, Fenchurch-
street 3 3

Meymott, Mr. Kew Green,

1S02 Z 2

Ditto ditto 1 803 z 2

Meymotr, Mr. Broker's Row,
1S02

Ditto ditto iS'03

Middlcmas, Mr. 4, Hoxton
Fields

Middleion,Mr. St. Martin',

lane

Miiier, Mr. Wine OfSce-

courr, F"leet-stre;-t

Money, Mi. Soniers T'-.wn

Moore, Mr. Percy street,

Rathbo.ie-i.lace

Mni eland, Mr. Clapton,

I '02 1 I

Di'to ditto 1 B03 1 1

Moreland, MrK. ditto, 1802 1 i

D'tto dirto I bo?

Moreland Mr. W. 19, Old-

strfet

Moreland. Mrs.
Moremnrt, Mr.

ditro

]. dit>o

Mcrley, Mr, V/.gf, Drur'

lane

Mori is. Mr. Can '^ well-

Ten fce 3

Morris, Mr. 198, Riticli.Tc

601

Brought forward 6c

Highway
Morrison, Mr. 30, Totten-

ha;p.- lace

Mum,Mr.i2,Grcat Ayliffe-

streec

Nairn, Mr. Home-ton
Na^h. Mr. Angcl-passagf;

Skinner-street

Nealc, Mr. at the Duke of

Ci.!ml)crland's

Ni Mr, John,Pcntonville

Ncilson, Mr. Clapton Fields,

iHoz
Ditto ditto 1S03
Nelson, Mr. Park-lane

Newcomhe, Mr. 83, Alders-

gate street

Newcombe, Mr. Jerusalem-

passage, 1S02

Ditto ditto 1S03

Newton. Rev. John, Coleman-
street Buildings

Neven, Mr. sen. 15, King-
street, Soho

Nicol, Rev. W. Hans Squire,

Sloanesrrper

Noeth Mr .G loccsterTerrace,

New Road, Whiiechapel

Norman, Mrs. 76, Mai k-lane

Oakley, Mr, John- street,

Southwark
Oakley, Mr. Church-street,

Bcrmonds' v

Oate, Rev. Mr. Brays Build-

rigs, Tslingfon

Ogdm, Mr- j6,Upp. Thames-
Street 2

Ogdin and Bacchus, Mes-rs.

a prc'^CHt of crocke y ware 3

Omcr, Mr. High-street,

Islington o

Owen, Mr. Shoreditch i

Pain , Mr. Tottenhaiv. Court

Road I

Paiifin Mr.SS.WesrSnri'thti i

Parkcs. M. . Palace R..v. i

Parker, Mr. j. K. Prin.es-

rquare 1

Parker, Mr.W.Kuig's Mews I

Pi.nk>n>on,Mi I'car the Swan,
Kings) an . R ad i

P;?rnell, Mr. 2, Gci.rge-str.

En'^tchra^i I

Paton, Mrs. by Mr. Wilks i

s. d,

1 6
I o

1 o

2 O

I o

I o

I o
1 o

2 O
2 O

5 .0

I o



Broui^ht over 644
Paton, Mrs. by Mr, Cowie 2

Pencock, Mr. 17, Fmsbury-
Square i

"Peacock, Mrs. ditto i

t^carson, Mr. Upper Tliaines-

street, t8o2
Ditto ditto 1803
Pearson, Mrs. ditto, 1802
Ditto ditto 1803
Peliatt, Mr. 12, Bartlctt

Buildings iSo'2

Diito ditto 1803
Pcllatt, Mr. St. Paul's Church
Yard •

i

Peikins, Mr. Great Thorn-
hau^'lustreet i

Percy, Rev. Mr. Queen-
sqviare, Westminster i

Perry, Mr. Homerton Ter-
race o

Perry, Mr. 33, Charks-str.
Hampstead Road i

Petch, Mrs. Curtp.in Road^
1802 I

Ditto ditto 1803 I

Peyton. Mr. by Mr Heme i

Peyton, Mr. by Mr, Spiis-

bu ry J

Phillips, Mr. G.Winkworth'i
Buddioi^s I

Phillips, Mr. Cha,- ditto i

Phillips, Mrs. Goodman's
Yard o

Pinder.VTr.Sam.Falcon-squ. i

Plant, Mr. Finshury.pUce i

Plaft, Mrs. Tynddl-place,
Islinyron i

Piatt, Mr. Stamford-street,

Surry Road 2

Platr, Rev. Mr. Wilmot-
square i

Ditto, a fiiend bv him x

Pomeroy, Mr. Moor-place,

Lambeth i

Pontm. Mr. Turnmill-street i

Poole, Mr. Clitapside i

Pooiey, Mr. 237J Highi-str.

Borough I

Pope, Rev. Mr. by Rev^
Mr. Foster 2

Pope, Mrs. by Rev. Mr.
Wilks t

Preston, Mr. 26, Miles-lane i

Pi ice, Mr. at Messrs. Whit-
brtad and Co. 2

Pritchard,Mr.Short'.^gardens i

CONTRIBUTOR
J.

o
5.

693 9 o

Brought forward 693
Pritt, Mr. Wood-street,

Cheapside i

Procter and Brownlow, Mess,

9 o

Fleet-street 4 4

Rainier, Mr. Hackney i

Ditto, a friend hv him 2

Ramsey, Mr. Kint;sland road i

Rawlin^, Mr. Rotherhithe,

iSoz I

Ditto ditto 1803 I

Rankin, Rev. Thr,s. North
Green, Moot fields, 1802 i

Ditto ditto 1803 I

Raybold, Mr. Rcdney Build-

ings I

Rcid, Mr. Compton- street,

Soho I

Rew, Mr. Adam -street,

AdeJDhi I

Reynolds, Rev. Mr. Hoxton-
S(^uare i

Rcyner, Mr J. Shacklewell
5

Rhodes, Mrs. 54,Upper John-
street 2

Richards, Mr. Q^een-streer,

BlooHisbury i

Risdon, Mr. Back Hill,

Ray-street i

Ditto, Leonard-street i

RobnrtSjMr.R. Archbishop'b

Walk, Lam e'h 20
Robinson,Mr.i2 Palace-row,

Tottenham Court Road i

Rob'.rtson, Dr. Greenwich i

Robinson, Mr. 7, B.ackfriars

Road, five years
5

Roper, Mr. High.str. Boro' i

Rose. Mr. loz, Thames-str. i

Rusbv, Mr, Ishngton 2

Rutt, Mr. Dalston i

Sackett, Mr. Rotherhithe,

iSoi z

Ditto ditto 1803 2

Saigeant, Mr, 159, Old Gra-
vel lane i

Savage, Mr, St. George's in

the East I

Scott, Mr. Greenwich o
Scott, Mr. Erist Smithfield i

Season, Mrs. Eliz. 12, Paul-

street I

Sell, Mr. 49, Bankside i

Seton, Mr. Greenwich i

Shadd, Mr. Aylesbury-str. 1'

O

1 o
I o

5 c'

I o
1 o

2 O
I o

766 7



CONTillBUTORS.

Brought forward 766
S'harland, jVIr. Cockspur-str. i

Shaw, Mr. Stoke Newii)i;ton 1

Sherrid", Mr. iS, Tottenham
Court Road i

Shotter, Mr. William-strcct,

Blackfriars

Slirubsole, Mr. Old-srrcet

fiiir.psor), Mr. Newi^atc- tr.

Simpson, Rev. JVIr. Hoxron
Simp-on, Mrs. i'linccs-str.

Soho
Sims, Mr. W. Sun Tavern

Fields

folate, Mr. 36, Noblc-strect

Smith, Mr, 30, Cateaton-str.

Smith, Mr. 39, Biackfilars

Road
Smith, Mr. Rose Crown

Court, Mc^orficlds

Smith, Mr. Margarct-strect,

Cavendish-square

Smith, Mr. Ceech-'treet

Smith, Mr. 44, Gutter-str.

Smith, Mr. 49, Hounsditch

Smitii, Mr. Red Lion-street,

Hoi born

Smith, Rev. Mr. Pyc, Hg-
mcrton

Smith, Mrs. ditto

"Snelson, Mr. Sloanc-square

Soame<, Mr. Cateaton-street

Soar, Mr. Greenwich
"Southgate, Mr. 9, Hatton

Garden
Spence, Mr. 1, Arlington

Spilsbury, Mr. 66, Lombaid-
street

Spardo, Mr. Chapel-street,

Pen ton VI lie

Sprage, Mr. 102, Blackman-
strcet

Stafford. Mr. Borough Market
Starey, Mr. 34, Poultry

Steven, Mr. Red Lion-street,

Hoi born
Steven, Mrs. by Mr. Cowie
Stevenson, Mr. VVilliam-btr.

Blackfriars

Stevenson, Mr. ditto

Steill, Mr. R. G. Islington

Steinson, Mrs. Prospect-pl.

Stok'S, Mr. Canibdcn-row,
Peckham

Strock, Mr. Jv">hn-str. Tot-
Tenharu Court R. ad

Storey, Mr, Greenwich

I



<ONTRIBlJTOKS

fl fought over 184.

Wallis, Mr. 9, Fie'.d Gate.

Southwark r

Walker, Mr. Harp Alky,
Fltet-srreet I

Walker, Mr. Wcl!s-sticGt,

H.icknev -

W^alkcr, Mr. 4-. High-str.

Borough t

Walmn, Mr. Little Britain i

Waidal!, Mr. Honey Lane
Market 1

Warner, Mr. 40, Forc-srreet i

Warner, Mr. ^IS. G^tiibford-

street, Horbleydown i

Warren, Mr. 12, L.trle New-
p<irt-street i

Waikins, Mr. Lamb's Con-

duir-street 1

Watson, Mr. Deafand Dumb
Asylum '

W'atson, Mr UQ, Strand i

Waugh, Rev. Mi". Salibbury-

olacc. New Ro^d 1

Weare, Mr- W. Leadenhall-

street ^

W^eaiheril1,Mr.Co!d Barh-'=q i

Webber, Mr. Whttchapel i

Westlev, Mrs. FiCiich Row,
Citv Road I

West; Mr. Pu!lens''= Row i

WevbriJgc„Mr. z%, Mllbanki

Wheeler,^ Mr. Gray's Inn-oas-

sa'^'e
^

WhSakcr, Mr. Hackney 2

Whit-vvc'l, Mr. Beth nail Or. 2

Whitenian, Mr. H^mp tead

R(»ad I

Wickenden,Mr. 7i.Co:nh!!l 2

Wilcoxon, Mr. 58, Loiiibard-

btrect *

Wi!iiams,Mr. London-fields,

1802 '

Ditto ditto I0O3 I

Will'.ams R'^'- ^' GatL-str.

Lincoln's inn fields i

Willianis, Tho. Staiioners'-

rourt

Wi'kie, Mr. Well, losc.squ.

Wi l:s, Mr. 1?., Chaih^m-pl

Wilkinson. Mi. .Utfrt-ys-squ

Wilkinson. Mi .W llmot-^qu

Wilks, Rev. Mr. OW-strea

Ditto, a friend by hiin

19 Brnujiht for\*'ard 927

Wilks Rev.a poorman byhim i

Ditto, a female friend by him i

D:rt(>, two friends by him 2

., VViUon, Mr. 54. Sloane-str. i

I

Wilson, Mrs.'dirto i

o
j

U'lls n, Mr. 115, Long Acre i

Wilson, Capt. James, Den-
mark Hill 1

Wilson, Mrs. ditto 2

Wilson, Mr. Goldsrfiith-«;tr. 5

Wilson, Mr. B. Broker's row i

Wilson, Mr. W. ditto i

Wilson, Mr. T. a wellwishcr

by him o

Winchester, Mr. Strand i

Winkwort;i,Rev Mr. Wor-
cc ter-srreet. Borough i

Witton, Mr. 12, Weils Row,
Isliniiton I

Wood,K tv. Basil,Paddingron i

Wood, Mrs. Church-street,

Whirccha|''el o

Wood. Mr. 102, Shoe-lane o

Woodward. Mrs. Honduras

Wharf ' I

Woodman, Mr.44,Lime-str. 2

Woncner.Mr. ii5,Minorics i

Yocktiey, Mr. Bcdford-str.

Covent Garden i

Younger, Mr. Rotherhithe,

1S02 1

Ditto ditto 1803 2

Young. Mr. 4, Cecil-court,

St. Martin's Lane i

Young, Mrs. ditto i

Zeigclhsupbt, Mr. 100,

tiroat-lane

i^er-

^maU G'ifts.

A poor Watchman, by Mr.
Revner

A Widow, ditto

Mr Mumford, Greenwich

Mr. Hobbs, bv Mr. Wilks

A poor woman, by ditto

Left at Habcrd-ishtr's Hall

.-V Friend, by Mr. Wilks

927 17

Total Amount of Sub-

scriptions and Dona-

tions in London, car-

ried to Ace. Curr.

.•.



IN THE COUNTIES OF

GREAT BRITAIN A^l) ICELAND,

Anonymous, Bath 5 5

Atsvood, i\lr. Bath i i

Arrowsmith, Mr. Newport-
Fcigad I I

Arthur, Mr. Southampton x i

3aiHe, Mrs. Glasgow i

Bailey, Miss, Frome, 1802 i

Ditto, ditto 1 803 I

BaKer,M!-.T.jun.Southamp. 4
Band, Mr. ditto 2

iJasil Society, by Rev. Mr.
Steinkoutft . 30

Basil, Collection by soTse

Christian Friends i 2

Basil, some Friends there

an in Germany 15

Bea foy. Rev. Mr. Town-
Suttbn I

Berry, Mr.Jer. Stockport 5

Bethune, Mr. D. New Yeik lO

Biddulph, Mr. . Bristol i

Binks, Mr.C. Durham, 1802 i

Ditto, ditto, 1S03 I

Binks, Mr. S. ditto, 1S02 i

Ditto, ditto, 1S03 I

Bogue, Rev. Mr. Gosport 2

Bottomley.Rev.Mi Scarboro'

i

Bc'wden, Mr. VV. Hu>l 2

Bowden, Mr. J. S. ditto 3

Brig^s, Mr. J. ditto z

Eriggs, Mr. VV. Leeds i

Brown, Mrs. A. Keaton j,

Brown.Rev.E.Inverkeithlng 1

Ditto, a Fund by him 2

Bull, Rev. Mr. and Friends

at Ba ingbourne 7

Burn, Mrs. B. Hull , i

Burnett, Mr. Gosport 2

Bushbv, Mr. of Game; and

Mr.' Finsh, of Arundel 3

Buttery, Mr. Hull i

1 o

i o
1 o

4 o
2 o

o o

o o

I

5

10

1

I

I

I

2

I

2

3

2

I

I

I

o

7

I

2

Charles, Rev.T. Bala, two
years 2

Pitto, ditto 1803 I

pitto, a Friend by him 55

135 II

o

1 o
o

32 10

2 2

B'ouglit forward 133 11

Chatteris, aCollccii.n there,

by Rev. Mr. Philips

Clapham. Mr, Lcrds

Cockin, Rev. Mr. two Friends

bv hip.) Halifax 2 ^

Collier, Mis'^, Scarborough I i

Cook, Mrs. Diistol i i

Cook, Mr. 1. ditto 2 2

Cornwall, Mr. Scarborough o 10

Creed, Mr. G. Plymouth,
two years 2 2

Cross, Rev. Mr. Vicar of

Bradford, Yorkshire i i

Curm, Mr. Gosport i i

Cuisham, Rev. T.Sutton
Ashficld I c

Darwall, Mr. Southampton 440
Bixon, Mr. C. Nortlierby,

Cu.Ti herland 200
Dods, Mr. C. Gosport i i o
Donaldson, Mr. Hull i i o

East, Mr. Woburn \

Farley, Mr. Gosport i

Finsh, Mr.Arundel,(seeMr.
Bubhb)

)

Fordhim', a Collection at,

by Rev. Mr. Harris 9

Ford, xM 13. Bath 2

Friend, a, in Worcesrerohire 7

Friend, at Sandwich, by Mr,
Williams I

Friend, at Wandsworth i

Friend, at Dariford, by Rev.

Mr. Hill 3

Geilinger, Mr. J. U. a Swiss

Merchant, in Winterthur 20

Gibson, Mr. Gosport i

Gilder, Mr. Hull 2

Gittens, Mr.J . Shrewsb. x R02 i

Ditto, ditto, 1 803 I

Goodcvc, Mr. J. Gosport x

Goodeve, Mr. John, ditto i

a4J ^ o



CO

BroM^bt over 243
'd?»^t:o\v. Ta;)crcai 'e Co!-

ler.tion, towar'^s <icfi av-

ing Expence of printing

Fr. and Ira. TtMament
<jr>sport Rank
Gospoit, Col'ection at, by

Rev. Mr Houiic

Grafra, Mrs. Rumford
Green, Rev.Robr.. and Con-

gregation, Hull zi

Hackett, Rev, Mr. a Fiiend

?.r Oxford g

Kali, Mrs. Milc-.h, Hull i

Handinaid, Gosporc o

Handmaid, ditto o

Hnndm id, ditto i

Handmaid, ditto 1

H^rlcv, Mr. \V. by Rev.

M>". F'^^'i'ig, of Gis-^gow
5

Hardy, Mr. Newton-Garth,
Yorkihire

Hawkswcll, Mr. Hull

Havter, Mr.T. Gosport

Fxealey» Mr. G. Hull

Heudebourck.Mr.W.Taunr.
Hogg, Rev. Mr.Thrapstoiie,

Norrhamptoti shire i

Jlogard, Mr. Bath z

;i^olt, Mr. J. jun. Whitby 5
Hopper, Mrs. Scarboro' i

Hoskins, Mr. T. Gosport i

JiillyarcJ, Rev. i\I. Ohiey,

sundry smali Subscriptioiis
5

Hiaderwell.Mr .T. Scarbro' 10
Hughes, Mr. Us.k, 1S02 5
Ditto, ditto, 1803 5

Huir.bcrstone, Miss, Woobiirn I

Jacob, Mr. A. S uihainpton i

Johns, Mr. W. Chehnbford i

Jones, Rev.L.Durham, 1R02 o
pitio, ditto 1S03 o

Jones, Mr. T. Cliesrcr 10

Jones, R?v E. and Congre-
gation, Usk

5

Jones, Rev. E. and Congre-
gation Pontvpo>)l 5

Jones, Mr. Jos. Hull o

Kelso, Collection at, by Mr.
Fair 12

Kent, Mr. Southampton 2

Ker, Mrs. Sarah, Hull 1

Kitchener, Mr. Bury St.

Edmunds, two years 2

NTT? T TUTORS,

s. d.
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Contributors

803 8 f
" Brou'^ht forward

Rusr, Mr. VV. Hull 2

Roxbui-ijh, Mrs. Kelso o

S.iltcrn, R.ev'. M-. Bridport,

a Lrjdy by him 2

Sampe!, Mr.Oincy i

Sandors, Mr.W. Southanp. i

Sanders, Mr. R» dicit) i

Sanders, Mr. J. dirto 2

Sanderson. Mr. J. Berwick x

Sawden, Mr. Hull 1

Scott, Rev. J. Matlock 2

Scot, Mrs. dito 2

Scotch Laly, at Gn^port i

Scottman, Mrs. Oxford i

Servant Maid. Bath i

Selkirk, CoIlcctio.T at, by
Professor Lawson 8

S!iack!cs, Mr. Hull i

Sherrington, Mr. Gosport o
Shuttltnvorth, Mrs. Great
Bowden

5

Simons,Rev. Mr. Paul's Cray i

Simeon, Rev. Mr. King'a

College, Cambrid^'^e 20
Skinner, Mr. Bristol 10
Snielle,R'.'v.?vlr.and Friends,

Grimsby 4
Smith, Mrs.. Oxford i

SiTiith, Mrs. Scarboroii2;h i

Societv of Private Friends at

Leslie, North Britain z

Soul, Mr. S. Olney I

Spyve, Mrs. Hull i

Stirlini^ Society, by Mr.
Campbell ^9 14 9

Surnam, Rev. Jos. and
Friends, Chesham, iRoi 500

Ditto, ditto, 1S03 550
Stracke, Rev. Mr. and

Fnends, East Friesland 23 lO o
Swanston, ?vlr. John Mer-

chant, at Glasgow 10 o o

Taylor, Mr. Edmonton i i o
Taylor, Mr. J. Souihamp. 440
Taylor, Mr. S. ditto

5 5 o

Taylor, ^vlis. ditto 220
956 iS 5

I.
Brought forw;ird 956

Taylor, t he lare Mr. W. ditto t;

Thompson, Mr. Gosport i

Thomson, Mrs. E. VVooIer 2

Thornpson, Mr. Hull i

Todd,' Mr. VV. ditto I

Todd, Mr. J. di;to 1

Toomer, Mr. E. Southamp.
5

Torriiig, Mr. J. Stokenham,
Devon, two ytars 4

Town-jend, Rev. G. and
Friends, Ram^itjate 14

Twee<lman,Mr. VV. Durham i

Tyler, Rev. Mr. Lincoinbhire i

Voke, Mrs. Gosport i

V/alker, Rev. IVPi-. and
Friends, Peppard, Oxon. z

Ward, Mr. Hirchin, Herts i

Watson, Mr. S, Swanland i

Weaver, Rev. T. Shrews-
bury, two years z

Wheeler, Mr. Sarum 2

White, Miss, Durham, two
years 2

White, Rcv.Mr.Mablethorpe i

Williams, Mrs. B.-ith i

VV^iIliams,Rtv.W.Birmingh, i

Williams, Mr.T.Southamp. 3
Wilson, Rev. J. Market-'
Drayton 12

Wood, Rev. Mr R. North.
amptonshire, two vears 2

Wri.iihc, Mr. B. Hull i

Wycornbe, High, Friends at o

W. S. by Rev. Mr. Evving 1

Small Gifts.

An Handmaid at Gosport

A Friend, by Rev. Mr.
Ewinir

Total Amount of Sub-
scriptions, Donations,

t^c. in Great Britain,

Ireland, SwC. exclusive

of those in London and
its \icinity, carried to

Account Current 1030

10 6
I o
o o

2 o
I o

I O

6 o

7 6

18 8



ACCOUNT OF DISBURSEMENTS
1-KOM JUNE 1, IBO'2, TO JUNE I, 1S03.
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DISBURSEMENTS.

Brought forward
Mr. Lee, Collector, Lis per cent, on ?24i. collected

JVIessrs. Ogdin and Bacchus, a present of crockery-ware, as by
contra creditor - - -

T. Eastman, for advances made by him on account of the Society

Advanced on account of Mr Owen, the MibMOiiary Candnlate
Rev. Mr. Forsvth's draft, dnted Bai racksoit-., October 5, jSoz
T. Chapman, the balance of his account

iixpenccs attending the printing of the New Testament in the

French and Itahan languages, &c. -

Incidental expences, and a variety of small charges for postage,

/.



SubscriptIons, 6)C. received ojj the Treasurer since tlic First ofJitney

Alexander, l\Ir. M.^idsrnne,

foi distribution of rracts 50
Allen, Mr. R. Scarhnro' i

Brooksbank, Rev. Mr. Wink-
worth Bu'.lciings I

Collier, Mr. 8, Lon^-lane,

Borough I

Dennis, Mr.scn.Excisc-OfRce i

Der.nis, Mr. jun. ditto i

EUior, Mr, Friday-sire-

1

i

Egginion, Mr. Dean's Court,

St. Martin's Le Grand i

-Hemings, M. 31, City Road i

Mackie, Mr. 70, Leonard-

street, Moorheids i

Moore, Mrs. Feathcrstonc-

strect I

60 9

£•
Brought forward 60

Murray. Mr, 28, Extter-str.

Chelsea o

Over, Mr. Bank i

Rosevear, M. by Mr. Wil-
li.mTi I

Sir.ith, Mr. Bradford, Wihs 2

Stimso:-!, xMrs. Prospect-pl.

St. Geort^e's Fields 1

Westlty, Mrs. 8, French row,

Old-street i

Wiihs, Mr. C hatham-pl ace,

Blackfnars i

Wilcoxon, Mr. Lombard-? tr. i

Wright, M. Stamford Hill 1

A Friend at Bath, by Mr.
Cooper I

o

6

o
o

S 6

G. AvLT, Printer, Grcvillc Street

Hatton Garden, Lonclvn.
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